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theſe, thought it " ts to admoniſh you it this time, o Fthoſe in. nk 
eonbentences which men I bat binke upon, and which with- 
ous reformation, c increaſe furtber diſſention ; the one 
hare being Fra . Po 6 ; © 7 apopt? an the word of God 
or the other art e reſſe 4 as if it pleaſed the State to 
examine ral 9 a would rn And ould fo God, that. 
free rate hope pate = ſe matters might bee had. For howſoever learned 
| uy they ſteme to bee , they ſhould and mgy in this Realme finde 
rnngh, to waſth them and yy then ar” if they bold on as aoey 
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AN ADMONITEON) 
TO THE PARLIAMENT. 


| | Rom.1t.9., 

a C reformed; to the end that ir being laied before your cies, to be-4 x, Cor. 2, 
hold the great vali e betwixt it and this our Engliſty Church : you 14, 
may learne either with perfe@ * hatred ro deteſt the one, and with fingular « Pſd.zr. 6 
Joue to embrace, and carcfull endeauour to plant the other; orelſe ro-bee- pſa 139% 22 
without excuſe f before the maieſty of our God, who'((for the diſcharge t Tzb, 14.22 ' 
of our conſcience, and manifeſtation of his trath) hath by us reuealed vmo; -* 1 + 
you at thispreſent, engl and licity- of his Goſpell : Not thar 24 
you ſhould cither ab 2 Am , or vagraciouſlydrread the ſame vn-# 2.Tim. 3. 
der your feet : for God doth not diſcloſe his will to any ſuch end; bur thar 5+ 
you ſhon!d yer now at the length with all your might and maine endeauour h Mas. 7. 6 
that Chriſt (whoſe ſeafieyoake and light burden wee have of long time * Math. 223. 
caſt 7 wa us) night rule and reigne in his Church by the Scepter of his 31+ 1 
W ord onely. ery bo; EY x | 

May it erefore pleaſe your wiſdoms to vnderſtand, that we in England 
are ſo far off frem hauing a Church rightly reformed according to the 
preſcript of gods word, that as = we are ſcarce come to the outward face 
of the ſame. Forto (| wherein the 'beſt conſent, and whereup- 
pon all writers accord. ' The ourward marks whereby 2 true Chris . 
ſtian Church js knowne, arepreaching 'of the worg purely, miniſtring of .” - 
the Sacranients fincerely; and Ecclefiafticall diſcipline, which confifterh in 
admonition and c "of faults ſeucrely. T ouching the firſt, namely 
the miniſtery of the Word, al ir muſt be confeſſed that the ſubſtance 
of dofrine by many delivered is ſound and good, yet herein it' faileth, that - 


neither 


| AR.6.3. 


- Ma.26.48 pes, they 


gd: x, 26 rious ; and therefore titles, liuings, and offices" (by Antichriſt deviſed) are 


An Admonition 
RE eo horde Fnelrninhck oe 6 qarewly 


x. Tim. 3. 2, ne af oiobt ir ome is ofneceſhry required, For whereas inthe ol, 
ES VEE Op yen 
= x, Reg.t2 _erſation alſo : now by the letters commendatory of ſome one*man, 


f A8. k +2T» 


JT. t2yand rag, learned and unlearaed,oh; the ,baſeſt = for 

» Row. 2.14 pA to the Re cho io the ® moths oF. the aduerſ; 

* Hebr. 5-4 .re freely received. In thoſe daies no,* jdolatrous ſacrificers gr hearheniſh 
Eck. 44. prieſts were appointed to bee preachers of the Gofpell, bur we allow and 
80.12.13. nd like wellof popiſh maſſe-mongers, men for all ſeaſons, King Hemies 
VJerems. 23. iefts, 'Mavies prieſts, who of 2a truth-(if Gods word were preciſe- 
P 1. TW. 4o Gllowed) thoald from the ſame be vrterly Lac gow” Then ? they « 
3. _. . others, now learne themſelues, eretorelixe young: chil 
by dren they 4 fear foency iſmes,and {o firſt they conſecxare them'& make 


of Lond them Miniſters,and chen ſerthem to ſchoole: Then eleftion was" made 
| '9 by the x!ders with the common? conſent of the whole Church; now _— 
- one picketh outfor himſelfe ſome notable good benefice, he obraineth 
next aduowſon, by mony or by fatour, and ſo thinkerh himfelfe to bee ſuf. 
ficiently choſen. Then the co ien had * authority to call Miniſters; 
*4 6.2.3 in ſteed thereof now they, run, they ride, and by, ynlawfull. ſuit and buying 
* AF.14-23 2 other ſuters alſo. Then no* Miniſter in any congregation, 
by the conſent of the e: now that. authority is giuen- into the 
hands of the Biſhop alone, who by his ſole authority Vpon them. 
ſach,as they many times aſwell for vohoneſt life , as alſo for lacke of lear- 
. - ning, may anddoe iuſtly diſlike, Then none admitted to-the- miniftery 
- eſe are bury a place was void before hand, to which he ſhould be called but now 
requircd! by .Biſhops(to whom the right of ordering miviſters doth at no-hand | 
ther patficae doe/make $0. 80. or 100. ata clap, an 
"42.20.28 .countrey like -maſterlefſe] men, , Thea after. juſt trialt and vocation 
Eph.4.17. they wereadmitted to their funQion, by laying on. of the . hands of the com= 


14 


' Tit.T .5. pany of the* elderſhip onely : Now there is (neither of theſe being looked 


xPet. 5.2. vato)required a ſurpleſſe,*a veſtiment a paſtoral ſtaffe, befide that ridiculous 
YAR.14.23 and(as they vſe it to their new creatures)blaſphemous. ſaying, Receine the h 
*Eſay 5-8. Ghoft. Theneuery Paſtor * had his flock,. aud every flock, his ſheepheard, 
$r.Tim.1.19 o, elſey Shepheards : Now they doe not ovely. run. frigking from place 
<&0 Phij.2. || to place ( 2 miſerable diſorder in Gods Church) but* couetouſly, joyne'li- 
20.25 _, ving toliuing,making ſhipwrack + oftheir owne conſciences, and being 
Col.r.,y9 but oneſheepheard (nay would ro God they were ſheepheards and not 
Luk.g.2. wolues) haue many flocks. "Then the miniſters were <eg-preachers;now 


*r.Sq'9.13 bare readers. And if any be ſo well diſpoſed to preach in their own char- | 


Ftnay not without my Lords licence, In thoſe daies * knowne by 


& 26.7;. voice,learning, and doftrine : now they muſt bee diſcerned from others by 


' p10. 6.38. port and Antichriftian apparrell, as cap, gowne, tippet, &@0. Then as 


10.12.49. gaue vtrerance they dpreached the Word onely 5: pow they reade hoe 
2 Cor. 12.23 milies,articles, iniunfions, &c. Then it was. </painefull, oy inefull, 
© 2 Tim.z.x Thenpoore and ignominions in the eies of the world”: now. rich and glo- 
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Geds wordare contained; as baptiſme f by weomen 
Lewiſh 'purifyings ,obſeruing® ofholidaies, &c. 
etthe peecs) out of the Fog pram. hen * | 


re 
; how. 
mens deuices,popiſh ceremonies,and Antichriſtian ivy non 
pulpits. defended. Then they » ſought them : now they y the 7, 
*"Thele, anda great many other abuſes are in the miviſtery remaining, , 5 
which unleſſe they be removed, and the truth brought in, not onely Gods 
juſtice ſhall be powred forth, but alſo Gods Church in this realme ſhall ne- 
yer be builded. For if they which ſeeme to be worke-men, are no worke- 4, fel 
men in deed, but in name, or elſe work notſo diligently, and in ſuch orler , - -, hoof 
as the worke-maſter commandeth, it is not one'y valikely that the buildin _ Villez 
ſhall goe forward, but altogether impoſſible that ever it ſhall be perfeQed, « 
The way therefore to avoyd thefe inconveniences, and to reforme theſe de; y | - 
rmities,is this : Your wiledomes haueto remoue Advoulons, Patrogages, ods. dt « 
mpropriations, and Biſhops authoriry,claiming to themſelues chereby right ; An Ms yr 
to ordaine miniſters, and to bring in the old and true eleMion, which was of? 
accuſtomed to hes pace by the, congregation. You muſt diſplace thoſe _ "__" 
ignorant and unable miniſters already placed, and in their roomes appoint,” »,, 
fich as both can and will by Gods afliſtance, feed the flocke. You muſt , _ £ 5p 
plucke downe,and wterly overthrow without hope of reſtirution, the Court by PRs 
of faculties, from whence not onely licences to enioy many benefices are ob- Dhl. ' 
tained, as pluralities, trialities,totquots, &c, Bur all things for the moſt part, ag 20 
in the Courr of Reme, are ſet on ſale, licences to marry,to eate fleſh in times . F p fe x. ad 
rohibited,to lie from benefices and charges,and a great number beſide, of . - ng” 
uch like abhominations. Appoiat to every congrepgion 2 learned and dji- 0:25 ® 
ligenepreacher. Remoue Homilies, Articles, IniunQions, and that preſcripe #' 7. . . 
order of ſeruice made outof the Maſſe-booke. Take away the Lordſhip, © ** * 3 
the loyrering, the pompe, the idlenefe, 2nd livings of Biſhops, but yer em- ** 
ploy them to ſuch er they were in the old C abþdinred for, Let 
a lawfull & agodly Signiorie look that they preach,not quarterly, or mooth- 
ly ,but continually; not for filthy lucre ſake, bur of a ready minde.. So God ' | 
be glorified, your conſciences diſcharged, and the flock of Chuiſt (pur+ * AA. 26, 
chaſed » with hs owne bloud) edified, — 28, | 
£ B 3 'No 


4 An Admontion 

Now to the ſecond poynt, which” concerneth miniſtration of the $acra- 
; ments, Ii the old time the word was * preached before they were mini. 
« Mat. 3.1. ſtred : now it is ſuppeſed to be ſufficient, if it bee read. Then were 
* Mark:x. 5 miniftred in publicke * afſemblies, now in private houſes. en» by Mi- 
3. Cer, 11.18 niſters onely,now by Midwines, and Deacons tir 6 D. _ cauſe intrea- 
» Math, 28+ ting of borh the Sacraments together, we ſhould deale confuledly : we will 
r9.. therefore ſpeake of them ſeverally. And firſt for the Lords Supper, or holy 
x. Cor. 4.1. communion, : | : 
Note,that we They had no Introite, for Celeſtinu a Pope rouge it in, about the =_-_ 
condewnenot 430. bur we haue borrowed apeece of one out of the Maſſe-booke. They 
vhe dottrine --read no fragments of the Epiſtle and Goſpel! : we uſe both, The Nicene 


2.38, 


contained Creed was not read intheir Communion, we haueit in ours, There wiz 


therein, then, accuſtomed to be an examination of the communicants, which now 
» Als 2. 42 is negleRted, Then they miniſtred the Sacrament with common * and uſuall 
46. bread: Now with wafer cakes, brought in by Pope a ann 177 in form, 
#8. 20. 7. faſhion and ſubſtance, like their God of the Altar. They received it « ning; 
« Math.25. we kneeling, according to Henoric« Decree. Then it was receiued general 

25. and indefhinitely , Take yee, * and cate yee ; wee particularly and fin- 
Mar.14.19 gularly, Take thou, and cate thou. They ed no other words bur ſuch as 
Luk.22.14 Chriſt left, we borrow from Papiſts, The body of our Lord Icſus Chriſt 
lob.tz. 28. which was giuen for thee, &c. Th had no Gloria in excelſss in the miniſte- 
« Math. 26. ry of the Sacrament then, for it was putt to afterward : we haue now. They 
26. * tooke ir with conſcience : we with cuſtome, They ſhut [men by reaſon of 


Mar.14.22 theirs finnes from the Lords __ : we thruſt them in their'fanne to the 


x; Cor. 11. Lords Supper. They miniſtred the Sacrament plainly ; we pompouſly, with 
24. ſinging, piping, ſurpleſſe, and cope-wearing, Th fn ly asthey Þ receiued- 

q ng ewes Mom fovss,; | 
t Teleſplo us it from the Lord : we finfully mixed wirh mans inventions and devices. And 
in anno 130. 4 for baptiſme, it was enough with them, if they ! had water, and the party 
vx. Cor. 5. - be bapniſed, faith and the Miniſterto preach the word, and miniſjer the 
'TH * Sacratnents, OS 
h r.Cor. xx Now we muſt haue aq deviſed by Pope Adriawh interrogatories 
*3. miniſtred to the infant, holy fonts iuvented by Pope Pins, croſſiog and ſack 
i-AQs 8, 35. like peeces of Popery, which the Church of God in the Apoſtles times 
36.37, | hever knew (andtherefore not to be uſed) nay (which we areſyre of ) were 
Ar10; 44 20d are mans deviſes , brought in long after the puritie of the primitiue 
Chutch. To redrefle theſe, your wiſedomes haue to remoue Tas before) 
ignorant Miniſters, tg take away private Communions and Baptiſmes, to 
enioyne Deacons and Midwives not to meddle in Miniſters matters , if 
they do, to ſee them ſharpely puniſhed. To ioyne aſſiſtance of Elders, and 
ether officers, that ſeeing men will not examine themſelues, they may bee 

*1.C0.11, examined, and brought to ® render a reaſon of their hope, That the 
28, againſt wafer cakes may more prevaile then an IniunRion, Thar people 
3. Pet.z. 15 be appointed to, receive the Sacrament, rather fitting, for avoiding of ſuper- 
* 1.Thef. 5. ſition, then kneeling having in it the outward ſhew of eyill, from * which 
AS. wee muſt abſtaine, That excommunication be reftored to. his old formet 
My force. That Papiſts nor others, neither conſtrainedly, nor cuſtomably 
communicate in the myſteries of (alyation. That both the Sacrament of 
27 the 
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the Lords Supper ang Bape may -bee miviſtred, acco 
ancient purityan Trot ere hs ip Baa Fae 50 be baptized, if aps bee 
of the Joures rot 'd , by Helens s in they own pens _- t Nat. 6, 


if infants, by their 2 Ba (in FI 2 roome na neceſſary 
ah iba and ws they abſent, ſome of the C "EY ion © Ap 
ing the good behaviour and ſound faith of the parents) may both make re- 
. hearſall of their faith, and alſo if their faith be ſound and agreeable to ho- 
Scriptures, defire to be in the ſame haptiſed. And finafly,thatnothiog, be 
one in this, or any other thing, but that | which you haue the exprefle war» 
rant of Gods word for. 
Let us come now. tothe third part, which concerneth Ecclefaſticall Diſ- 
cone. The Officers that haue to deale in this , are chiefly three, 
iniſtees, Preachers, or Paſtors, of whom before eniors or Elders, and 
| ug Pt wars not onely their affice, Ne their name alſo, . 
out © Engliſh utterly removed, Their office was to 4 £o- 4 Als 15... 4 
Bey the Church with reſt gf. he Montes to. conſult, ro. admoniſh, 1, Cor. 12, 
to correQ, and to order all things to the ſtare of the  Congre- 28. 
on. , Irftced of theſe Senfors tas in* ey pans, 7 hoe Pope bath brought " Row. x2. 8 
in, and wee t maintaine,the Lordſhip of one man over many Churches, 
yea over ſundry Shires, Theſe Seniors then, did execute their offices in 
their own p Pay WOO Subſtirutes, Our Lord Biſhops have their un- 
fer Officers , Chancelors; Arch-deacons, FO Gictals, Com- 
miſfarics a and uk like. Touching Deacons, though their xn be remai- 
pin Jer. is their office foulely perverted and upſide downe; for their 
the Primitiue Church was to \ gather the almes [diligently , and to 


a ribure it Gikfally, alſo for the fick and impotent. perſons to provide © Row. 12.8 
ar = ever a diligent care, that the charity of godly men were 
n ame © and lll regaboods Now it is the firſt ſtep '.2-Thy-F> 


rather a meere order of Sia ar Mong PEG 
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chiſme, and alſo e Againe, * PA.1.1, 
in che old Church, Congregaon ie itr Now they 36b-13- - 
F 0m Cathedral ches, For play Gi they, there? aaker ABS, $e 
an voy mga, TE ece, or rather *- TWW-3- h.- 
Appt of he | then? FT < DjRe 
eth the C munion,. mehia be wOFA PerR xt 
EIED one judge. et leaſt the pereniog of this 9 of On Se 
ra jermod any! e out 3 xi Church this neceſſary funRion, 
to dapuairy Hp qu gr ,and that is, to ane 
| impotent people Pariſh, and 6 jagimere 
es where wy bar regia "Re Dh that by. his 


al vers} ther-copyeni . 
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37 Pariſh cangor bee at that coſt ro haue both, .nay, ao-Pariſh. ſo fare. as 


6. can 


-* ”_ * 7 ws 
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can bee gathered at this preſent bath, Now & then, if 7 anMewy, reftore the 
Church to his RR core, Ge this 3. coo beg of an 
Cit. ro. biſhop or Lord-biſhop, you m auf wap req of iniſters. 
of Clulncetors, Arc eng O fkicials, any aries Profiere, Sem 
Gol 1.7. moners, Charch-wardens,and ſuch like. You haue w pe in every Con- 
Phial.1.t. - tion, a lawfull and godly Signiory. The Deacon rar: wo muſt not bee 
L. Theſ.1,1. ounded with the Miniſtery, nor the ColleQors fo poore, may 
7 x. Tis. 3. not uſurpe the Deacons office : But hee thathath an * office, muſt looke to 
8. his office, . and every man muſt keep hirſelfe within the bounds and limites 
 Rom.12.7 of his own vocation. 
1Co7.7.20 Andto theſe three jointly, that is the Miniſters, Seniors, and Deacons, is 
. the whole regiment of the hurch to be commitred. This regiment conliſt- 
eth eſpecially in Ecclefiaſticall diſcipline which is an order left by God vnto. 
. eO urch, FGod, by. men learne to = ave wils and 6 
Jan 5.16 to thelaw of G admoniſhing one 
" Ma. 5 x5 boy correQin lathingall fall perſons,and conreniners of; ety fame 
f this aſe line hae Bee) is two kinds ; one private, wherewith wee will noe 
deale becauſe iis impertinent to our pu ak another ies: rin 1 
though it kach been loop er at Vf Ls Lohr SR at the Food 
| ſtored, would be uery nece and pro Kul 0 
do ng * howſe. The finall end of this diſcipline fate of $f 
wh '5* 2ndto bring them to re repentance, and to bridle ſuch as Gould offend.” T 
2 theſ.z. x, viefeſt part nd Lift puniſhment ofthis Difci ele Exodtieaies 
2 1h{-3.14:the contenr of the Charch dere mined, if the offender be 
20. 7+ how miſerably irhathibeenby the Popes profours, and is by ou new Ca- 
> noniſts abyſed, who ſeeth not : In the Primariue Church it was in b many 
+ I 7.5. menshands ; now onealone excommunicateth, In thoſe Jaies it was the 
. wo 5 24. lift cenſure of the Church, and never went forth bnt for qnotorious crimes: 
Aa: . -now itis pronotinced for enery Tight trifle. Then" Excommunication was 
24. "7: greatlyregarded andfeared': Hof becauſe it is 2 oney matte , no whit at 
= all efteemed. Then for® great finnes ſeuete puni ent, '2nd for ſmall of. 
a Dent, 23. meds em accordin preat ſinnes eithern6t ar all pimiſhied, "as 
þ 4 9  *blaſphemy/ _— rig? non &t. | or elſe 'eightly paſſed over ik 
i, 3: prickinginablanker, or pinging in 2 ſheer, 2s adultery, whor dome, os 
D , Ape fuch as are no finies (asif a man'conforme 'nor hh 
<\oy 5% orters ad ceremonies, if hee come't a the whiſtle of hira, 
- th by Gods Word, to authority to call, we” carie Chancelfours, | 
: r Tim, 2; ab, 464 all that rabble)' a6 eb br api iſhed not” excommur 
Do cation, ſuſpention, de riyatlan and other er (asthey tents it) ſpiritual] coer. 
tion, but 5Ifo fo by banifh ing, impriſoning, rea, | taukiting, and whatnor? 
Then the ſentence was tempered according > ro o the noror oulneſſe of the 
:fr®,” Now on the 6ne fide "either hatred 1  ] ſons',' 


- men head- mouy =_ cruell on, your, rf E 4 in 
Rom. 1 2. 8," hey y, vie ic Nr is! £69 this' cotnimneth te 
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| To the Parliamtyr. » q 
and godly conipany; for fuck” thinner of men indeed ® Biould the $entorts ry got 
bes, Then W/E Taken hh aa bb Hal Se 
M Lo » Pl I O | » or © | 
ferious my Lord Biſhop of the Dioceſe; if nor to him, ſhew the Chan- pmmnge 
celour or O fliciall, or Commiſſarie. againe, whereas the excommunicate ' ”y 
were never received till they had = publi confeſled their offence, Now 7 
for paying the fees of the Court, they ſhall by Maiſter O fliciall, or Chan- - 
eclour, cafily be abfolved in ſome privateplace, Then the Congregation ** 
by the wickednefle of the offendour grieved, was by his publique penance 
ſatisfied : Now abſolution ſhall bee pronounced, though that bee not ac- 
compliſhed; Then the party offending ſhould in his own perſon heare the . 
ſentence of abſolution pronounced : Now Biſhops, Arch-deacons, Chan - 
cellors, Officials, Commiſlaries and ſuch like, abſolue one man for 
another, | EY Ys 

"And this is that order of Ecclefaſticall D iſciplige, which all wiſh 
to bee reſtored, to the end that eucry one by the ſame may bee kepr within 
the limics of his * yocation, and a great number be brought to live in god- 
ly couverſation. Not that wee meane to take away the authority of the * * * Ts 
Ciuill * Magiſtrate and chieſe Gouernour, to whom wee wiſh all bleſlcd- ay +0 . 
nefſe, and for the increaſe of whoſe godlinefle wee e pray : but that Tim ; 4 
Clriſt being reſtored into his Kingdome,ro rule in the {ame by the ſcep.. ® ** *M» 2+ 
eer of his Word, and ſeuere diſciphoe ©; the prince may be berter obeyed, Go. * 
the Realme more flouriſh in godl'veſle, - Lord himſelfe more fin- 
cerely and purely according to his reuealed will ſerued,then heeretofore he 
hath been, or yet at this preſent is. YT EY 

Amend. therefore theſe horrible abuſes, and reforme Gods Church, and 
the 4 Lord is on your right hand, you ſhall not bee remoued for ever. For 
hee will deliuer and defend you Goin all your enemies, cither at home or 1 P/al.16.$ 
abroade, as hee did fairhfull 1acob, and good * Ichoſopbat. Let theſe things * Gen. 35-5 + 
alone, and God is a righteous Iudge, hee will one day call you_to your * 2.Chrv.27 
- reckoning. Isa reformation good for France, and can itbe euill for Eng- 19» 

lend > Is Diſcipline meer for Scotland, and is it voprofitable this Realme ? 
_ God hath ſet theſe examples before your eies to incourage you to 
orward to a thorow and a ſpeedy reformation, You may not doe as 


c 
afar you haue done,patch and peece,nay rather goe 'backward , and 
neuer labour or * contend to perfeRjon. Bur altogether remoue whole 


Antichriſt, both head and taile,and perfeQ!y plant that purity of the Word, 


that ſamplicity of the Sacraments, and ſeverity of diſcipline , which. Chriſt 
hath commanded and commended to his. Church. And heere to end, wee 
defire all ro ſuppoſe that wee baue not attempted this enterpriſe for yaine 
glory, gaine, preferment, or any other worldly reſpe&; neither yer iudging 
eur lelues ſo ito haue ſet out the ſtate of a Church reformed, as that 
nothing more could hoo added,or a more perfe& hgne pay rs —_ 
Or were great preſumption to arregare ſo much vato our {elues, ſceing 
that as we are Socks and {imple ſoules, fo God hath raiſcd vp \'men 
of profound iudgement and notable yr : Bur thereby to declare gur 
gradually towards the, ſetting forth of Gods glory, and the oullting waved 
dis Church, accompring thus as it were, _— ENnUAauce into further mate 
| er, 
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ces, to labour throughly and | 

gs 497 BY of all gl glory pen $4 esto ſee his truth, that y 4 

. not onely be enflamed with a loue creol, but with a pFomionet care, { 

to propiore, plant, and place the ſame amongÞ? us , that, wee the Englilh 

.- people; and our poſterity , enioying the. {incerity of Gods Golpe for, 
ever, may {ay alwaies the Lord be prayſed, To whom with, Chriſt Iefus: 

his Sonne our onely Saviour, -and the Holy Ghoſt our alone Comfoner,) 


bee honour, praiſe and glory, forever and eyer, Amen, . 
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A VIEW: OF POPISH 


ARV SES YET REMAINING 


IN YHE ENGLISH CHVRCH;, FOR 
the which godly Miniſters haue refu- 
ſed to ſubſcribe. 


Abide patient'y the Lords leiſure. Caſt thy care vpon- the Lord, and bee wil 
brim it to paſſe,he will doe it. © 
The Jepardons time is 4t hand, that the wrath. of God: ſhall bee declared from 
ancu vpos all ngod(inefſe of thoſe ſeducers that witbhd'd the truth int 
union and ſet hs commandements at nanght, for Their owne 
bY ans 


QHEREAS immediately after the laſt Parliament, kol- 
f den at Wellminfer, begun in Anno 1570; and ended in 
JA Ame 1571. the Miniſters of Gods holy Word and S$a- 
Z, craments, were called before her Matieſties high commitſ- 
IJ froners, and enforced t& ſubſcribe vnto the Articles, if 
SY they would keepe their places and livings, and ſome for 
YI refuſing to ſubſcribe, were vnbrotherly and -vncharitrably 
inrreated , and from their offices md places remoued, 


_ pleaſe therefore this honourable and high court of Parliament, in 
co on of the premiſes. to take a view of ſuch cauſes as rhere did 
withhold, + $=+4 dock = __— Miniſters, from ſabſcribing and con- 
fenting ynto e forefaid Articles, by way of purgarion to diſcharg them- 
flues of all difobedience rowards the Churck! of God and their Souc- 


—_—_.. maignc,and by way of moſt humble intreatie, for the remouing away and 
, vtrer 


TothePanliamen, _ WD 
eter aboliſhing of all ſuch corruptions & abuſes as withheld them,through® - - +. | - 
which this long time brethren have beene at vonaturall warte- and. LIN 
among thernſeiyes tothe hinderance of the Coſpell, to the ioy of the wice ; 
ked, and to the greefe and diſmay of allthoſe that profeſſe Chrifts religi- 
on,and labour to atraine Chriſtian reformation, | 
| | The firſt Article. | 
Firſt, thatthe booke commanly called The booke of yang 53 ahnog v2 
Church of England, authoriſed by Parliament, and all and every the contents.'- ./ - /» 
therein be ſuch as are not r tto the word of God. 7 _ -:,1 
Albeit, right honourable and deerely beloued,wee haue at all times bom 
with that which wee could not amend in this booke, and have vicd the 
ſame in our Minifſtery fo far forth as wee might : reuerencing thoſe times 
and thoſe perſons, in which and by whom it was firſt authoriſed , being 
ſtudious ot: ce,and of the vailding vp of Chriſts Church, yet now be- 
big compilled by ſubſcription. to allow the ſame, and to confeſle it notto . 
be againſt the word of God in any poine, but tollerable : we muſt needs ſ: 
as followeth, that this booke is an vnperfe& booke, culled and picked out. ;  . 
of that popiſh dunghill the Portuis and Maſfſe booke, full of all abhomina- 
tions. For ſome and many the contents therein, bee ſuch as are againſt the 
word of God,as by his grace ſhall be proued vnto you. And by the way we _ 
can not bur much maruell at the crafty wilinefſe of thoſe men whoſe p 
had been firſt to haue proued each and eyery content therein, to bee agree- , 
able to the word of God, ſecing that they enforce men by ſubſcriprion to 
| conſenf'vnto it, or elſe ſend them packing from their callings, men gre” 
'x They ſhould proue by the word, thata reading ſeruice going before, 
with the adminiſtration of the Sacraments comming after, is according to 
the word of God, that prinate Communion, priuate Baprtiſme, Baptiſme 
miniſtred by woemen, holidaies aſcribed to Saints, preſcript ſeruices for 
them, kneeling ar Communion, wafer-cakes for their bread when they mi-_ 
niſter ir, ſurplis and coape to doe it in : churching of women, comming 
in vailes, which is nor commanded by law, bur yet the abuſe is great, by 
reaſon that ſuperſtition is growne thereby in the hearrs of many, and others 
are judged that uſe itnot) abuſing the x 2x Pſalme to her, 1 haxe lifted vp Pſal.a2r; 
mins eies unto the hils, @ c. and ſuch other foolifh things, are agreeable to | 
the written word of the Almighty. But their craft is. plaine, wherein th 
deceiue themſelues, ſtanding ſo much vpon this word Ws mae thongk 
nothing were repugnant,or againſt the word of God, but that which.is ex= 


ey; orbidden 7 plaine commandemenr, .they know well enough and - 
i 


would confeſſe, if cither they were not blinded or elſe their hearts not 
bardned, that in the circumſtances cach' content wherewith we iuftly finde 
faulr, and they too. contentiouſly for the loue of their livings maigtaine 
ſmelling of their old popiſh prieſthood, is againſt the word of God. For 
beſides that this preſcript forme of ſeruice,as they. call it, is full of corrupti- 
ons, ir maintaineth an vnlawfull Miniſtery,vnable weexecure that office. 

By the word of God, itis an office of Preaching, they make it an of, 2 lath.28, 
fice of .xeading : Chriſt aid, * Go Preach, they in mockery, giue them the 33- , 
Bible, and 35 ty. to ered, and yer ſuffer them not, Except that they Mark.1 6, 
hauc rew licences, So that they make the —_—_ part which is Preaching, 75 

z bur 


IG An Admonithn + 


dx.Cor.4.r T acceſſori e,that 1s, 45 4 thino wi zut. which: their, office may . and 
© loh,21.16 Ck eanſ, 1n the Scriptures, oy arid anche Mini of 
17- _ *God,the knowledge of the * beavenly yſteries, & therefore as the greateſt 
T For reading token of their love , they are enioyned to © feede Gods Lambes: a 
| with theſe, ſuchare admitted and accepted, as onely are bare Readers,that 
view theſe ... ble to fay Service, and miniſter a Sacrament according to their ap= 
places. peintment. And that this is nottke feeding tha; Cheil thang of, the Scrip. 
Malac. 2-7 + tores are plaine. 4 For bare reading of the Word, and fingle ſervice ſaying 
Ejay 55.19. i; hare feeding, yeait is as cyillas playing up9A 2 Stage, and. worſe too. : 
Zach.Ii.T5 x, olayers yer learne their parts without booke , and theſe. 3 may of - 
Mah.15- 14 om can ſcarcely reade within booke, T keſe axe empric feeders, * darke 
7. Tim.3-6. vc till worke- men to haſten iff the Lords harveſt, # meſſengers thar can. 
* Mat.6.22 call, > Prophets that cannor declare the will of the Lord, 5 unfayory 
* Math. 5.3 5 falt, & blind puides, 1 Nleepy watch men, * uotruſty peu s of Godsſe- 
Philip.3- erers, » evill dividers of x word, * weak to withitan the adverlary, P not. 
8 Luk.14- 'gble to confute,and to conclude, ſo farre from making,the man of God 
T7. 'perfeQty all good works, that rather the quite conwary. my be confirmed, 
kJ Math, 23. 7 By this booke. bare reading is 4 goodtilling , and finple ſervice ſaying, 
J4- js excellent * building, and hee is Shepeheard good caough, that can as Po- 
I Mat. 5.13 rifh Prieſts coiild, out cf their Portuiſe, fay fairely their divine- Service. 
b Math. 15. Nay, ſome in the fulneſſe of their blaſphemy, have ſaid that much Prea- 
T4. * ching bringeth the word of God into contempt, and that foure Preachers 
3 Eſa) 56» were enough forall London, fo farre are they from inking it neceſlary, 
T0. ahd ſeeking chat every Congregation ſhould baue a faithfull Paſtor. - Payl 
= I. C#.4+ was not ſo wile as theſe Politique men. When hee ſaid, We cannot beleeue 


lay 


JON OT” 


* ap —ng hy homilies that are too 
v - 


pointed that after the Creede, if there bee 

| - no Sermoh,an Homily muſt follow either already ſet our, or hereafter to 
Uqmilies, | bee ſet out, This is ſcarce plaine dealing, . that they would haue us conſent 
c.- anto that which wee never ſaw, and which is to bee ſet out heereafter, we' 
having had ſuch juft cauſe to diftruſt them by that which is already 4 out, 


Fo the Parhament. 17 
- being eorrupt and ſtrange; ro maintaine an unlearned and reading Miniſte- 
'ry 2 Gd fie ir is plaine that mens works ought to be 3 Þ ir, ta nothing . 
oe bur the vovce of God and holy Scriptures, in which onely are contai- 
act 7 all fulneſſe and ſufficiency to- decide controverhes, ſound in his Rats mn. W 
Church, for the _—_— Apocrypha teſtifyerh that they were read in ſe- | 6 5 
cret and not openly. ; yo E200 
3 Ia this books daies are aſcribed unto Saints, and kept holy With fog po ang 
faſts on their evens, and prefcripr ſervice appointed for them; which, beſide 1, , | = y 


char they are of many fuperſtitiouſly keptiand obſerved , are alſo contrary 

20 "a nt 92. > of Ge bined es ſhalt thou labour, and there- __ vp 

wig wee for the ſuperſtition tharis pur in them, 'dare not ſubſcribe to allow 26s N ; 
em. | DEED 

4 In this booke wee are enioyned to receiue the Communion knee- gan = 
yes beſide that is hath in it a * ſhew of Popiſh idolatry, doth norſo al. apo 
well exprefle a * Supper, neither agreeth it ſo: well with the inſtiturion of ow 
Chriſt, as finting doth; Notthat wee wake fitting a thing: of neceſlity be. , * Theſ” 
_—_—— the Sacrament, neither affi-me wee tharit may nor bee recei- , - pins bed 
vedo iſe, bur that itis. more neere the Inſtitution, -and alſo a meane |. _* 
to avoide the danger of Idolartrv, whick was in times paſt too common,and , ws is L 
. yeris in the hearts of many; who h:ue not forgotten their breaden-God,ſo Ives 

flenderly have they been *Jinſt;yved? Againſt which wee may ſet the come eng 3 
mandement, Phow:* ſhalpnot bow down to it, nor worſhip it. Lak CAGE 

$ As for the halfe Communion. which is yet appointed like to the com. |, raed > 4, 
memoration of the. Maffe, wee ay little of it, ſaving that wee may note q my - 26, 
how neere the-tranflator bound himſelfe to the Maſſe booke , that would Ge pap ng 
not omir it.., We ſpeake novof the name of Preifſt wherewith he defa- *** 7 V-3e 
ceth the: Miniſter of Chriſt (becauſe the Prieſt thattranſlared it, would p Y \- 
perhaps faine haue the Miviſters of Chriſt to bee ioyned with him) ſeeing 21 i 
the office of Prieſthood is ended , Chriſt being the laſt Prieſt that ever 2) Ho: 
was. To call us therefore Prieſts as touching our otfice, is- either to call , wy 6g 
backe againe the old Prieſt-hood of the Law; which is to deny Chriſt to Hee Com- 
become, or elſe to keepe a memory of the Popiſk Prieſthood of abho- ;" _— 
mination ftill amongſtus. As for the firſt, -it is by # Chriſt aboliſheT, 'and ,®-5-7-® 
for the ſecond it is of Anci-chriſt, and therefore we haue nothing to doe + we wu 
with it.. Such oughrto haue * no 'place in our Church , neither are thay <4. 
Minifters of «Chriſt, ſent topreach his Goſpell, bur Priefts of the Pope 3*:**+23 -f 
eo ſacrifice for the quicke and the dead, thac is to tread under their feete t a ag 3.3 
bloud of Chriſt. Such ought not to haue place amongſt us,as the Scriptures os fe 
manifeſtly reach.” Beſides that, wee never reade in the new- Teſtament, that 
this word Prieſt as touching office, is uled in the good part, except it ſpeake 
of the Leuiticall Prieſthood, or of the Prieſthood.of Chiift. 

6 Sixthly, in this booke three or foure are allowed for a fit number to- 
receive the Communion, and the Prieſt alone r with one more, or 
with the ficke man alone, may in time-of -n ty, thatis, when there is 
any _—_— plague, or-intime of ns _—_— miniſter it to the ficke 
man, and if: heeTequire it, it may not be denyed. - This is not I am ſure f Math, 
like in effect to a private M aſle —_ Scripture, f Drinke yee all of this, ma. I = 
&eth not againſt this; and private 87. _ againtt the money M4q.14. 23. 


3% So 
2 | An Admonition _ : 
eMa.2%. »& And as for private Bapriſme that will abide the touch-ſtone, 8 Go-gue * 
19. ſaith Chriſt and teach, baptiſing them, g'c. Now ng is divorced from 
® 1.C#, 14 Communions and Sacraments, they may go alone without doQrine, Wo...” 
3+. men that may þ not ſpeake in Congregations, may yetin my be. neceſ. 
L 11.211 to miniſter the Sacrament of Bens and that in a private houſe, And 
et this is not to tic neceſſity of ſalvation to the Sacraments, nor to moys« - 
Foup men in that opinion. This is agreeable with the Scriptures,and there. 
fore when they bring the Baptized childe, they are received with this ſpeci... 
all commendation; I certifie you that you hane done well , and according: wats 
due order, 8c, But now wee ſpeake in good earneſt, when anſwer 
this : let them tell us, how this geare agreeth with the Reripenres, and whe- 
cher it be notrepugnant & againſt the word of God, But ſome will ſay that | 
the Baprtiſme of women is not commanded by Law, If it be not,why do 
ou ſutfer it,and wherfore are the children ſo baptized,in ſuch ſort received, 
= not baptized accordingly? common experience / teacheth that. it is 
uſed almoſt in all places, and few ſpeake againſt it. And this I am furs of, 
that when it was put in the booke, that was the meaning of the moſt 
that were then preſent, and fo it was to be underſtood as common 
without controulement doth plainely deClare. + --5+4 3.68 
8 The publick Bapriſme,tl r alſo is full of childiſh & ſuperſtitious toyes: _ ©} 
firſt in theirprayer,they ſay that God by the baptiſme of his Son T0 | 
did ſanQifie the floud Iordan, and all other waters, to the myſticall waſhing 
( toby.x, 9. 28 of finne, attributing that co the ſigne which is! proper to the worke 
Ai a 2g of God in thebloud of Chriſt, as though vertue were-in water to waſh 
Rom.z. 24, 247 finnes. Secondly, they require a promiſe of the godfathers and god- 
& Rom.9 e r mothers (as they rerme them) which is not * in their mers performe, | 
a8. an. ' * Third'y,they prophane holy Baptiſme, in toying fooliſhly, for that they - © 
Rom. 0. x6 35ke queſtions of aninfant which cannot anſwere, and ſpcake unto-themas 
1 Galls 5, Was wont to be ſpoken unto men, and unto ſuchas being converted, anſwe» 
© ** red for themſelues, and were baptized : which is but a mockery of ! God, 
and therefore againſt the holy Scriptures. Fourthly, they do: ſuperſtitiouſly 
and wickedly inſtitute a new Sacrament,which is proper to -kcift-enchy 
markihyg the childe in the fore-head, with a crofle , in'token that hereafter 
he ſhall not bee aſhamed to confeſle the faith of Chriſt. We have made 
mention befote of the wicked divorce of the Word and Sacraments. We 
fay nothing of thoſe that are admitted to be witneſſes, whar ill choiſe there © 
is made ot them : how convenient it were, ſeeing the children of the faith» Þ 
full onely are to be baptized, that the father ſhoud and might, if conveni- 
ently, offer and preſent his childe ro be baptized, makihtg an- open confel- | 
fon of that faith,wherein ke would haue Nis chi'd baptized; as is ufed im 
we'! reformed Churches. ; Mabe FT iis \ 4 40 
9 As for Matrimony, that alſo hath corruptions too many.. It was wont 
ro bee compred a Sacrament, and therefore they vſe yet a facramentall figne; 
to which they attribute the verrue of wedlock, I meane the wedding ring, 
which they fowly abuſe and dally with all, in taking itvp and laying it 
downe 7 In putting iron, theyabuſe the name of the Trinity, they make 
the new married man according to the popiſh forme, / tro make an' idol of | 
+ his wite, ſaying; with this ring I thee wcd,with my 923-00 worſhip. he: gnd 


" 


: 


To tht Parliament... 13” 


,n0 holy ation might be done withouta maſſe, they en- 
ne the to receiue the Communion ( a3 they doe their 
Biſhops and Prieſts when they are made &c.) other petty out of the 
beok, we ſpeak not of,as tha ®women c6trary * to the rule of the Apoſtle, # abuſes ac- 
come and are ſuffered to come bare headded, with bagpipes be- c3dental. 
fore ther), to diſturbe the Congregation, and that they muſt come in at the  , coy, xx 
great dore of the Church,or elſe all is marred : with diverſe other heathe- 5 
niſh toies in ſundry Countries, as carrying of wheat ſheanes on their heads, 
and caſting of corne, with a number of ſuch like, whereb = make ra- 
ther a May-game of marriage, then a holy Inſtitution of God. 
ro As for confirmation, which the Papiſts and our men ſay , was in 
rimes paſt Apoſtolicall, grounding their opinion perhaps vpon ſome dreame 
| of Hicyom, yet as they ylie it by the Biſhop alone, to them that lack both 
| diſcretion and faith, it is ſuperſtitious ,, and not agreeable to the word of 
Cod, but popiſh and pecuiſh:as though Baptiſme were not already perfe&, 
but needed confirmation,or as though the Biſhop could giue the Ho. ghoſt, 
Iz They appoint a preſcript kinde of ſernice ro bury the dead ? and 
that which is the duty of every Chriſtian, they tie alone to the miniſter, 
whereby praier for the dead is maintained, and partly gathered out of fome 
of the praiers, where they pray; that wee with this our and all other own 
brtthren depavted in the Gs boly name, may hane owr perſc conſummati- 
| 04nd blſe both in body and ſoule. Wee ſay nothing of the threefold peale, 
becauſe that it is rather licenced by injuniom, then commanded in 
their booke, not of their ſtrange mourning by changing their garmeots, 
which if it bee not hypocriticall, yet it is ſuperſticiousand heathenitſh 
becauſe it is vſed onely of cuſtome, nor of buriall ſermons, 
which are put in place of Trentalles, whereeut ſpring many abu- 
ſes, and therefore in the beſt reformed Churches are removed, As for 
the ſuperſtitions vſed both in Countrey and City, for the place of buriall, 
which way they muſt lie, howthey muſt be fetched ro Church, the Minj- 
ſter meeting them at Church ſtile with ſurpleſſe, with a company of greedy 
clarks, that with a croſle white or black, muſt be ſet vpon the dead corps, 
that bread muſt bee giuen to the pore, and offrings in buriall time vicd, and 
eakes ſent abroade to friends, becauſe theſe are rather vſcd of cuſtome and 
ſuperſtition, then hy the authority of the booke. Small commandemenr 
will ſerue for the accompliſhing of ſuch things. Bur great charge will 
bardly bring thc leaſt good thing to paſſe, and therefore all is let alonezand 
the peop'e as blinde and ignorant as euer they were, God bee merciful 
vynto vs, and open our cies that wee may ſee what that good and accepta- 
ble will of God is, and be more earneſt to promote his glotie, , 
x2, Churching of women after C hild-birth, ſmelleth of Iewiſh purifi- 


cation 2 their other rites and cuſtoms in their lying in , and commiog to 
Church, is fooliſh and ſuperſtitious, as it is vſed. Shee muſt lic in with 2 
white ſheet vpon her bed and come covered with 2 vaile, as aſhamed of 
ſome folly * Shee muſt offer, but theſe arc matters of cuſtome, and not in 
the booke : but this P/alme (as is noted befote) is childifhly abuſed, +1 * Pld. 221. 
have lift vp mine cies onto the ac ae whence commeth my help. The ſunge ſhall 


net dume thre by day nor the moone 
33 'In 
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1t.Cn.14. 15 In all thetr order of ſeruice# there is no edification, 2etordingw the 
AS. rule of the Apoftle, but confuſion 3 they toſle the P/almes in moft placey| | 
like rennis-balles ; they pray that all men may bee ſaued, and that they may 
bee delivered from thundering and tempeſt when no danger is nigh 2- thay 
fing Benediftus, Nunc dimittis, and Mena We know not to what pur: 
oe, exceprſome of them were ready to die, or ay” they would cele.' 
OS the memory of the virgin,and Jobn Bap #.&c, Thus they" prophane” 
the holy Scriptures. The people ſome ſtanding, ſome walking, ſome tals | 
king, ſomereading, ſome prayinghy themſelaes attend not to the Miniſter, © 
Hee againe pofteth itouer as faft as he can gallop: for eitherbe hath two 
''9 placesto ſerue,or elſe there are ſome * games to 64 we" in the afternoone 
*. . a5 lying for the whetſtone, hearheniſh dancing forfrae ring, a beare or a bull” 
f to en, vii or elſe Iack an _ to ride on horſeback, or an enterlude” 
to bee plaid. and if no place elſe can bee gotten this enterlude muſt bee” | 
wm plaid inthe Church &c, Now the people fit, and now they ftarid vp 7 | 
Anaftati 1m the old Teſtament is read, or the lefſons, they make ne reuerence, ' 
the Pope, i bur when the goſpell commeth , then they * all ſtand vp, {for why? they | 
a—_ - 424 thinke that wh, of greateſt authority, and are ignorant that the Scrip- 
Acid, "tal tures came from one ſpirir. When leſus is named, then off goeth the cap, * 
uſes, and downe goe the knees, with ſuch ry" on. the ground, that'they' 
| cannot heare a good while after, ſo that the Word is hindered; but when: 
any other names of Godare mentioned, they make no curtefie at all, 'as 
though the names of Ged were not equall , or as though all reverence” ? 
ought to be giuen to the ſyllables, Wee ſpeake notof ringing when Mat- * 
tens is done, and other * abuſes incident, becauſe wee ſhall bee anfwered, 2? 
that by the booke they are not maintained, onely we defire to haue a book Þ® 
to reforme it, As fororgansand curious ſinging, though they bee proper ' 
h to popiſh dennes, I meane to Cathedrall Churches, yet ſome others b 
a Int. 22. alſo muſt have them : the Queens Chappell and theſe Churches ( which - 7 
25.26. © ſhould bee ſpeRacles of Chriſtian reformation) are rather patterns and' 
x.Pet.5.3. preſidents to the —_ of all ſuperſtition. : + 
4.5. 14. Their pontificall cwhich is annexed to the booke of common prat-' 
Math. 26, | er, and whereunto ſubſcribing to the Articles, wee muſt ſubſcribe alſo ) 
25.26, whereby they conſecrate Biſhops, make mirfiſters and deacons , is} nothing 
Math. 2;.g. clic butathing word for word drawne out of the Popes pontificall, where- 
#:.12, in hee ſheweth himſelfe to be Antichriſt moſt lively. And « as the names 
Gal.2,5, of Arch-biſhops, Arch-deacons, Lord. biſhops, Chancelers,&c. are drawa | 
Web.g.4, our ofthe Popes ſhoppetogerher| with their offices. $o the gouernement * | 
Luk.16.25 Which they vie by the life of the Pope which is the Canon law is Anti- - 
E-4.;34. 4, chriſtian and diu'eſh, and contrary to Scriptures. Aud as ſafely may we 
2 Cor. 1.24 Þy the warrant of Gods ward ſubſcribe to atfow the dominion of the Pope | 
" Math, 23, vniverſally to raigne ouer the Church of God, as of an Arch biſhop ouer - 
8.0. an whole Prouince, ora Lord-biſhop over a Dioceſſe, which contai- 
Tobn.1;,15, neth many ſhires and Pariſhes. For the dominion that they exerciſe, the” 
I6, Archbiſhop aboue them, and they aboue the reſt of their brethren is vn- | | 
1.5.44. lawtull,an my forbidden by the werd of God. | 
kW. 2.Cor.:0. : is + #9 in Ry = honoured with the ritles of great rulers, as 
4&6. 17,18, Lord, Lords-prace, Metropolitan, Pri | it is 
7 doainf the word of God, poian, Primate of England, Honour, &c,"it 
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Moreouer, in thatthey kane ciuill offices, ioyned” to the Feelefaſticalf, « Lule g? | 

- ftis againſt the word of God, As for an Archbiſhop to be a Lord Preſident, 60.61. 
a Lord biſhop, to be a Countie Palatine, a Prelate of the garter, who hath Luke i 2. 14 
wuch to doe at- Saint feaſt , when the bible iscarried before the Row. x2. 7. 
proceſſion in the\croſles place, a iuſtice of peace, or iuftice of quorum, r.Tin.6.rr 
an high Commiſſioner, &c. and therefore they have their priſons, as Clincks, 2. Tim.2.5. 
Gate-houſes, yy V-ngn Towers _ ——— ary alſo > HIS the 4. _ 

ſcriptures. This is not to have keyes but ſwords, Ine tO ey are * Biſhops 
that they exerciſe that which they would ſo faine feeme to want, I meane do. ſons, Popiſh 
minion ouer their brethren, And which of them have not preached againſt Exrenine, the 


the Popes twa ſwords: Now whether they vſc them not themſelues iudge Joſt vringer of 
av 


yau ? 


bn df m. 
- 2. In that the Lord biſhops, their Suffragans, Arch- Deacons, Chance« Math. 28. 
lers, Officials, Profors, ns ham habe, and ſuch cauening rablers , take 19,18. 
ypon them, which is moſt horrible, the rule of Gods Church, ſpoyling the A&. 11,50. 
paſtot *of his lawfull iurifdiion over his owne flock giuen by the word, thru- A&, 15.2. 
ſting away moſt ſacriligiouſly that order which Chriſthath left to his Church, 4.6 gc 
and which the Primatiue Church hath vſicd, they ſhew they hold the doQrine Rom. 1 2.7. 
withys, but in vnrighteouſneſſe, with an outward ſhew of podlineſle, -but g, . 
hauing denyed the power thereof, catring not * in by.Chriſt, bur by a popiſh phil.c, r, 
and vnla vocation, We ſpeake not* how they make Miniſters 'bythem- x Cyr, £5; 
ſelues alone,andof their ſole authority, and that in (eeret places, of their e« 28, 
leSion and probation, - that it is of him to- whom by no right it belongeth.. x. Theſ; 5, 
And that when they haue made them, either they may tany in their Colledge; 12,r;. 
and leade theliues of loytering loſels,. as long as they liue, or elſe gad abroad: r, Tim, 4. 
withthe Biſhops bulles like to Circumcelions. to-preachin other mens chars: 14, 
ges where they liſt, or elſe getbenefices by friendſhip or movey, or flattery x, Tim, gg 
where they can catchthem ; orto conclude; Lt all theſe faile , that they may 17, 

oe. yp and downe like beggers,and fall to many follies : or elſe as many have.» Job.ro.r, 

one, ſer vp billes at Pawls, or atthe royall Exchange, and in ſuch publike pla. * 48. 6.3.4 
ces to lee iff they car heare of ſome good Maſters, to entertaine them into fer--AF. 14. 25, 
uice. Surely, by the Canon law,by which the Biſhops raigne and rule, they A&.20.28. 
ought to —_ thoſe Miniſters, whichthey make as long as they haue no zo, &c. 
livings and places. Wee know three or foure Biſhops in this Realme, would' Rom. 12.6. 
haue kept ſuch houſes as neuer any did in this land,if this rule had been obſer. -,s. 
usd. They clapt them out {o faſt by hundreds, and they make them pay well-r , Cor. 9+ 
for their orders, and ſurely to | the truth, they were worthy; forthe bi- 16,17, - 
ſhops. ( what odds ſocuer there were of their. gitts, yet ) in their letters ws : 
them all alike commendation. Theyputon their ſurpleſſes,or elſe ſubſcribed 
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/216 An Admontion 
to che'deſtirBon'of Cods Kingdome. The - Church of 'God never knew 
themineither dath any reformed Church.in the world know them. 
x8. And, birds of the ſame fether,are-covetous Patrones of Benefices, Per. 
ſones; Vicars, Readers, Pariſh Prieſts, Stipendaries,and Chaplines, char 
under the authority of their maiſters, ſpoyle their lockes of the food of their 
«Phil.2. 2x ſoules; -* ſuch ſeck not the Lord Teſus, bur their own bellies, vclouds they 
b Inde 12, are without raine, trees without fruire, © painted Sepulchres full of dead bones, 
© Math. 23. _ allaboundance ot iniquity, and loanc locuſts in all feeling, knowledge, 
ncerity. 
Tojrene the 19 What ſhould we ſpeake of the Arch-biſhops Court, fith alt men know 
the regiment it, aad-your wiledomes cannot but fee whatit is. As all other C ourts are ſub. 
of the Eburch ie to this, by the Popes prerogatiue, yea and by ſtatute of this Realme yer 
- | ſhanld be ſps.. unrepealed; fo is itthe fl A wy guru: poyſoned plaſhof allthe abhomi- 
titnall; reade natioosthat do infet the whole Realme, Wee ſpeake not of Licences 
Cahn in bis ed out off this Court, ro marry in forbidden times, as'in Lent, in Advent, itt 
Comentaries the gange weeke, when the Prieſt in his firpleſſe, finging Goſpels, and-maki! 
wpon theſe Crofts, rangerh abour in many places upon the Ember daies, and'to fo 
places, den perſons,and in exempt places, We make no mention of licences ro cate 


Eph. 4.23. white meate and fleſh in Lent, and that with a ſafe cenſcience, for richmen 
x. Theſ: 5.43. har:can buy them with mgnev, nor we ſay nothing howeeerely men pay for 
1.Tim.5. 2. them. As for diſpenſations with beneficed boyes,tollerations for non nl ai 
Heb.10. 30. bulleso haue two benefices, to haue three, to have more, and aymany-as they 
| ; liffor can- get, thefe are ſo common, that all godly and' good men are com- 
pelled with griefe of heart, to cry out upon ſuch- abhorinations: We' oniit 


excommunication- for mony,abſolurion for the ſune, and/thart by abſfolving one 
man for agother, which how contrary it is-to the Seriptures'the complaints of 
many learned men by propoſitiens in open ſchooles-propoled;, by writings in 
Printed bookes .ſer out, and by preaching in open Pulpits, hane deen-ſuffici- 
ently: witneſſed. To conclude, this filthy Courr hath full power rogerher with 
the authority of this pery Pape, Metropolitme-and Primate of all England; 
ro dilpenſ6 in all cauſes, wherein the Pope was-wontto difpenſ&, ander which 
ave contained more cafes and caufes then we arc able to'reckon. A's forthe 
Arch-biſhop of. Yorke-we deate not with him, wee referre him to that learned 
Epiſtle which Brz.4-wrote unto him about theſe matrers. | 
z0 And as for the Commiſtaries' Court, thatis bura petty Te ſtinkingditch, 
tharfloweth our of that former great puddle; robbing Chrifts Chntrch law- 
full Paſtors, of watchfulf Senjors and Elders; and carefull'Deacors: It this 
Court as imthe other, *® onoalbbpedortexcotmmueneate; one 21love fitteth inf 
: iudgement; andwher he will, car draw backe the itrd&ement which hee hath 
pronounced, having called upen the name of” Cod; and that for mon 
13 calledthe 
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and committeth a | 

ans out of this Anti-chriftian ryrannie, where the Tudges, Advecaes and Pro- 
Qors, for the moſtpartare Papifts : and as for the Sceribes and Notaries as 


preeey as cormorants, if all ſhould ſec this ,they wou!d 
as angry as waſp nd ee like non Mg fe ee Lobugh 
ro ſting a man to death, for why they are high Commiſſiotnets. All this wee 
ſay ſpringeth out of this Pomtificall, which we muſt allow by fubſcription, ſer- 
ting down our hands, that it is nor or 2gainft thewotd of God, wee 
meane this Anti-chriſtian Hierarchie , ard Popihh ordering of Miniſters, 
vg) nh york word of God, and theuſe of 4] well eceformed Churches ia 
worid, 


21 Wee have almoſt let paſſe one thing worthy the eemerabrance,whichis, , 
chat they take upon them blaiphemouſly, Tating teithet pjomiſctior commian. /*, renal? 


dementto ſay to their new des, Creed Gb As ro wot 

Ghoſt were in their powerts gine without warrant, RRELEE fore. 
And thus much bee fpoken as roucking this bovke, xpxioft to ſtand, 

is a wonder to two ſorts of men, the one ignorant, the other obſtinzte. The ? 


Lord giue thoſe that be his , underſtanding in all things , _—Y have 
iudgement : as forthe other, whom the God of this world hack [ndedleaft Math 
oy II IDELS and ſo bee ſaved, md thatdoe in the TH ) 


growth of wickednefle maliciouſly refift the rruth : Cod confound thera, 
that peace may becupon Iſrael, and his ſaving health upon this Nation. Ames. 
That the manner and order _—_ No lion — eu aeap adminiſtration of the 
muUnner authority, flration 
Sacraments and Commen. prayers. and that the by ſaſficzent ant geeweh 
for the Miniſters within the Church of Ergland, bee not wicked nor againſt t! of 
God, butt | madiefier mice and thediane bytes uſe. 
For the order of adminiſtration of Sacraments and common prayer, enough 
is aid before, all the ſervice and adminiſtration is tyed to a $ in Cathe- 
drall Churches, they muſt haue a coape , they receiue the Communion Knee- 
ling, they uſe not for the moſt part common bread, s accordingto the word of e Af.2.46. 
God, and the ftatute, bur ſtarch bread according to the IniunQion, They Att. 20. 7. 
commonly miniſter the Sacraments withour Preaching the Word. 
And as for the |, though we haue been long borne in hand, and yet Appanell, 
are, that iris for and decencie c6nianded, and yet we know and have pro- 
ved thar there is neichier order, nor comlines, nor obedience in vſing it, There 
is no orderin ie, bur confuſion: No comlines, bur deformitie: No obediedce, 
but diſobedience , both againſt Cod ant the Prince, Wee marnell that 
their - Amiſe', which is bur & garmeft © 
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13 An Admonition. 


Balaamites,of Popiſh Prieſts, coemies ts God andall Chriſtians. They ſets. 
norto edification , they haue the ſhew of euill (ſceing the-Popith Prieſthood 


| iseuill) they worke diſcorde , they: hinder the preaching of the-Goſpell ,-they 


the memorie of Egypt ſtill amongſt vs , and yu in miode of thar abo 
mination whereunto they in times paſt  haue'ſerued , bring the miniſterie © - 
joco contempt , offend the weake, they incourage the obſtinate, There« 
fore can no authoritie by the word. of God , with any Sandy of order and v5- 
bedience command them , nor make then in any wiſc tollcrable , butby cir- 
cumſtancey, they are wicked, and againſt the word of God, - 4 26 

I 09s be not plaine enough by that which is already ſet forth , we.mind by 
Gods grace to make it plainer , and ſhould do it beter, if it were as lawtult | 
for vs ( as for our aduerſaries ) to publiſh our mindes in Print, Neither is the | | 


* controuerfie berwixt them and vs for trifles as they would beare the world in 


band, as for a cap, a tippet , or a ſurpleſſe , but for great matters concerning'a 
true miniſtery and regiment of the Church, according to the word.” Whick 
things once eſtablifhed the other melt away of themſelues. And yet conſider 
I pray you., whether their, own argument doth not choke themſelues, tor cuen 
the very name of rifles doth plainely declare that they ought notto be main« 
tained in Chriſtes Church. 'And what ſhall our Biſhops win by it :;Forſooth, 
that they be maintainers of trifles, & trifling Biſhops, coſuming the greateſt part 
of their times id thoſe trifles wher 22s they ſhould be berter _—_ e ſtriue 


For true religion and gouernement of the Church , and ſhew-you tht right way 


to throw out Anti.hriſt both head and taile , and that we will not fo much as 
communicate with the taile of the beaſt : but they after they have thruſt Anti- 
ckriſt out by the head, go about to pull him in again by the taile, cunningiy co- 
Jouring it, leſt any man ſhould efpie his foote ſteps, as Cacus did when he ftole- - 
the Oxen, For if it might pleaſe her maieſty, by the aduiſe of you right Ho- 
nourable, in this high Court of Parliament to heare ys .by writing or other- 
wiſe to defend our Pines, then (ſuch js the cquitie of our cauſe) tiat we wauld 
truſt ro find fau vur in her maicſties ſighe:then ſhould appeare what lender ſtuffe 
they bring to detend themſelucs , that arc ſo impudent by open writing to'de- 
ſend ir: chen thoſe patched pamphlets made by ſuddaine vpſtartes, and new con- 
uerts, ſhould appearc in their co!lours, and truth haue the vitory, and God the 
gory. If this cannot be obtained , we will by Gods grace addrefle our ſelucs 
to defend his truth by ſuffering , and willin ly lay our os ro the blocke, and 
this ſhall be our peace , to haue quiet confciences with our God; whom wee 
will abide for, with all pactencie, vntill he worke our full deliverance, | 
| ; tY The. ;. Article. vo 20 hath: 
That the arjicles of Religion which only concens the true Chriſtian fath,and the dedvine 
the Sacraments , compriſed in a book imprintcd: Articles, whereypon it was agrec: 
by both Archbiſhops, &c.aud enery of them containe true & godly Chriſtian kev, 
For the Articles concerning the ſubſtance of \dofrine ring a godly inter- 


f pretation in a point or two, which are either too {paringhy, orels too darkly ſer 


down, we were and are ready according ro dutie, to ſubſcribe ynto them. We - 


them:ſo they would nor y the effe& & vertue thereof./Then 


d ſrom words and works be deuorced, bur Chriſt: DObong (ant Gang 

"3 M462 $41 m_—_—_ COPS, hriſt ſhould be ſuffer N, _ 
"SY miniſterie according ha the word inſtituted — Diſcipline ety __ | 
gpurcly and ſincerely minſtred. Tha 5 kat we ſtrive for, and abour which we - 


0 
be ſe- womd tw God that as hold the ſubſtance gether with vs, and wew bich 


- 


Y 7 Oe | 
, To.the'Parliment. - I 
ſuffered * hot 3s euill)doores:, rh C ao. 1. preg nay to be'® x.Pet, ;. 
- ftong with the caile- of Antichtiſtiad/infeRipn, reddie-? eo: reader a-reafod 'oFour 29. =» 
faith, to: the Nopping of \all qurencmits mokaches, We ebetiore. for the'Church;d x, Per.z.25 


of Gods fake , -whi te be ' molt Jeare vatd-your, befeeth you, for our 
Soueraignes gt 7p ray, that-all Gods bleſſings ay dey red 
aboundantly,we pray you to conſider of theſe abules to retorme Gods Church 
accotdidg to your dueties and callings, that as with one-mourh we confeſſe-ane 
Chriſt, ſo with one'conſent, this raigne of Aatichriſt may be turned out kead- 
long from amongſt vs , and. Chriſt our Lord may raigne by his word outer vs.: 
So:your.lcarcs ſhall be-eſtabliſhed and ſedled in great alurance , you ſhall nor- 
neede to feare your enemies, for God will 4urne away his threatned plagucs: 
from vs. - Which he in mercy do, for his Chiiſts ſake. Amen; - «- | 
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TO THE CHRISTIAN READER." 
9 HEALTH IN'THE L ORD. \ 


E E have thought pood in this later end of our-booke j for: 
Yf ſundry conſiderations, to certifie you (beloued brethren) of- 
\ WIE) the teafons thar: have moved 'vs, who are»the' Authors: of: 
77) theſe Treatifes, ts keep backe out-names,”as” alſo-to fup-" 
<- preſſe the name of the Printer of them; becauſe peraduen-. * 
AL | ture it may ſceme ſtrange otherwiſe ; and alſo becauſe wee 
i ” to mecane notby our example to allow fuck as might- abuſe-your! 
'a Ro 12 756 2 a pts dong rewyererwhe Sp—_—__ 

XX miſlike rhar there ivnot in every Countreymore ſtrei ing tothe Prin! - 

WE eexs in that reſpe&, beeauſe- ourtitneis much | —— much. lr 
cenſe therein. Theti thus'itis, that indece wee are the lefle able among miny-! 
to ſpeake of theſe marrers': and therefore wee would not haue- it ſeeme by 
ſcrringro our names, that wee tooke Ypon our {clues fangularly to teach any 

thing chatnone other can doe, hath done, 'or-doth;. bur wee. And: yet wee 
' would wiſh and ini the name of the Almighty doe defire thoſe have the 
orcater gifts of God, ſhortly w make ſome diſcourſe, then hitherto, ey 
ther wee or theyhaue,concerning matters of Chriſts Church, 
Apaine, Fob ror marters haue'becn'refolved: ypon already in all -the beſt 
reformed Churches : andalſo haue been by fundry in this our Councrey, in 
their ſundry leftures and ſermons vrged : yet hetherro they are not allowed 
fuch fauour, as to be without perill any uy propounded and ſet forth. And 
therefore though we will not refuſe te put forth our ſelues to perils for fuch 
eauſcs, yet we feared it would the more exaſperate und provoke them that we 
deale with if we ſhould haue ſer to onr names : befidesthat we feared left we 
Shvuld not yer, kaue done well to haue betrayed our {clues vaco them. And 
further, becauſe wee were and are content,not to be thought ſucifas willingly 
would come in trouble, and yet we would not m—_ that unuttered, which it 
# :** 1 
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. *58 our dacties to water, 42nd; which 
. ; eſtate of qhis vur w—_ 
prielem Honorable lik Conrrof P 
cauſe wg could not haue had nora Dockd hace 
yh 9a Iyer. in dapger,our former rexions alſo 
w chemo the comrary. 
Furthermore without priviledge alſo to haueſer to our hands FN. 
beea ſo mych matorigl,” and it was not pofiitde forus te have that, 1 
"mover tachele han and therefore have hindred bookes: 
wo" TTY A 
nt the enes praceedin | 
ſeemeth none otherwiſe , durche Fo would have Gods matters Jn — 
And Lt of all, becauſe if we finde it p_ for the Church to utrer our © 


" weeare ready {o to 90, j 
at thatorhich "ce haves one Teri you. you. Bur 1 4 
ed 


hoy © waners were the yixane 
if we mi vidiburperilt (untill we may be dif proved) fer ob 


we leaxne outof the Scriptures, ſubraitting our ſelues to the lu 

of the beſt C , wee thinke it were farredetter that. we were is 
Andit is hard dealing,thar we ſhould bee abridged of ſuch lawfull libeny. For Þ 
if they ſhall obie& any inconvenience againſt us, itis pone other bur ſuch, as 
20-08 the lawful. counſe of all poodbeokes, fRcingthercis none led with S . 


| teſer forth. their bookes, andqgy ages ing ee DI 4 

bonne yrs their courſe by this inhibitios. But we to our Sove-" |: 

_ ragine, andthe whole State, that wee bagel be deal wth th £ 

they which are parties (we meane our the reſt of that ſort) | 

onely be heard, i i nenpaſ ini roge and the word of God | 
— aka apherI wre Atiheir hands we haue little hope to find ſo. 


feos it is to be doubted they will back the of know-. f 
Luke 11.52 lodge ge bane done, ET Oo (20 this day, | 


I, Cor. 20. web, do come in, God of his 
7 Mt am ar rk Calo her hve ad 
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AN EXHORTATION. 


TO THE FISHOPS 7.0. 


deale- brotherke with- abeir 


Ay, LT HOY GH bockuke he oFRathihig on 

2 | rience; FS or Sibreren kort Ny et 

QI whe cially ſabrke-mater: dbtft coicerde” thoſe thar 
2, 6 hon bee both learned" 


WAN being eved in roakdeIE; end famenttar k Fae > 
| to-amend that imyoul 
to 2dmoniſh you in brotherly-forr,as my Render en will 
Vo ape cor pans chat thervare-many/far ritore fit and'abI& then 


dealc in ſuch a matter : and fith doe it_may, bee tho 
ga OSS RS, 4 ns wo 


fore, GapanDccotimandgn OT 
able, þ, mult notes ackaveriddge; and 


therly.. If bee plad,” 
| none, yr tn = 


of his h 
fo tightly ſhould have a 
| wp» Gemto haven 


aur begkes 
ſeemeth none otherwiſe , but that 4 


, | And Liftof all, becaule if we finde it 
ſclugs, weeare ready ſo te do, 


we ba wee yet 
Cd will ſeeme, 


witbout perill (untill we! 


leame outof the Scrj rittiog our ſelues to the lu 
of the beſt Churches, wee thi farre better that we were 


ae | 
better 


” we w P 
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bee both 4 gra hma | 
ſelves, and = 


Fo nets k ou F 


to admoniſhyouin CE eey * fender NA wits gh, But vat 


it may gs EEE me thre manyFar ritore - and'abI& they I 
deale in ſuch a matter : an ey. oe it.may. Ds 
| le AIOCTa IR 'Fadeed rey want 0 ily, 26s 
ore, (o epionDecaledſco made mor arte 
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SIYH_ 4 PAI aL FEE" YnNo 
As forarroguncpcoberimpued rw neittlits cle; ſore 
ſhall noe; > for. (.Gow is: ng rorgpe's 7nd ee ih 
encc,in ſhewin eftdat) whkeie ho AY 


-% Y ” 


- 


42 eAn © xhortation 


Vtr'e; They pat foorth a Book in the time of Paiowent,whereln they diſcloſe 
ran} rs Church, of Exgland, and humbly defire a reformation of 


the ſame, . according t> the rule of Gods Word: 1sthis-an innouation 1 
ſay there 0 
wy bee. their great circuites cut ſhorter, an 


to be no Lordliveſſe in neem peg'y. arm brings ouphe | 
micinis ma my 


their brechrea : Is this to ouerthrowa whole State ? they ſay the of” | 
Common prayer is full of corruptious, they miſlike with our unlearned Mi. | 
» giſtery, they kde Faule with our diſorderous Diſcipline, and pur downe their | 

opinions e things may bee reformed : Is this jntollerable ? their book © 
ftandethoa.many. points necdlefſe heerexo' be rehearſed : and if in any par; | 


thereof they ſhew ſuch contemptuons difobedience towares our Soveraigne, 


as ſome ſceke to enforce, none ſhall chinke chem more wenhby puniſhment | 
then I ; bat to {eek reformation of deformities in Gods Church, ro ſaythe * 


Biſhops ſhould be valorded and*abridged of their hupe livings, and to craup 


that ali deformities may be cut off and correRted by the preſcript fule of Godz 4 
holy word, is to ſeeke the furtherance of Gods honour and glory, and there. © 


fore great blame worthy are they that' ſo ſeeke 'to aggravate / 


chargiag them with diſobedience to her Maieſty , as though to honour the | 


. Almighty were to diſhonour the Prince. 


I maryell that men of learning, profeſſiog Chriftian Religion, will cnmrek |. 


to their, profeſſion , deale ſo unchriſtianly with their brerhreg ; ſurely in my 7 þ ; 


iudgement theſe bee ey WEeY arguments to. {ay theſe men defire 9 reforms 
ce ingovations-: as'though it were ſo ſtrange a mattes 


tion, therefore they ſeeke i 
to haue a Church reformed, itis az-weake an argument to fay they would have 
Biſhops un-lorded, their livings abated , the Miniſtery 'breught to his right 


cowle, and true Diſcipline. reſtored, therefore they wou'd overthrow thi 
whole ftate.. | 


- 


butt ſure ] am, there can bee no innovation found in that motion thar hath 
partof Geds word to warrant it, For that is farre more/ancienr then the 


orders of our Church, orany order deviſed by-man* andzilt ourdiſordersbe * 


removed, and Chriſt his anciept orders ſet in place, nll wee ceaſe' to bee gui- 
ded and ruled by men, and: eels to be direQted by the word of God , ' I can- 
not hope of, any great good in our Copgregatiens,. As;for:overthrow of the 
whole fate WB and were ing ſtrange caſe , if the ſtare. thereof either 
in intreaſe or 


Ciptollerable »; for it may be counted tollerable.thar Gods 


A third reaſon is uſed as fond and feeble azthe reſt : and tharis;' that their | 
dealing isuntolerable : Surely, wharix js ro innovare in your ſenſe; I know not, $i] 


Cay, deth upon.the maintenance-or -' overthrow of 'the | | 
Pye Lord ipp and irings, And as for your argument of intollerableneſſe, © 
naced in one jenle it may hold true, and © 8, - in that:your: ſelues will 'not | 
follerate their deglin heerein , but agprayate their cauſe to'make ir: ſeeme 
ght of men, otherwiſe-I ſee no reaſon how(iuſtly)cheir * 


&; -asfot 


beare the.rich 
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Taifg -"-. "2 
leaving this 20 2 thing needleſſe to be rehearſed I proceed 'to the matter in 
hand : Your brethren are in Priſon and haue beene theſe many daies, for the 
booke before named, and which of you allfince their imprifoning hath ope- 
ned his mouth ro 5 jon one word for their delivery? Nay, which of you all 
bath not inveyghed bitterly againſt them by word, fince the publiſhing of thar 
book? T hey haue bin dealt with as cloſe priſoners a leng time, ſo that no frend, 


no net ſcarce their wines, may come to them: And which of you all haue fued 
for their further liberty? Nay, which of you all hath not beene ready to hinder 


their liberty ſoughtfor by others? T hey haue laine long at great charge, and, are 
very poore and eds. ac which of jr all hath red bis) = releiue 
them? If any of you haue (thqugh it be your duties) I muſt needs commend 
him or them. If none of you, as it is your "duties, 1 muſt needs condemne 
you. A lamentablecaſe that Lording ſhould ſo leade away the hearts of the 
learned, that they forget their duties in their calling : For ſee how fouly. you 
forget your ſelues ; Papiſts lie abroad in your Dioceſles untouched, in con- 
temptof the truth and her Maieſties Lawes, refuſe to frequent Divine Service 
and Sermons , and yet if any honeſt man preſent them unto you a favourable 
ſpeech or letter of ſame worſhiptull tthoagh not very godly) inthe Shire? ſhall 
eafily obtaine their diſpatch. Bur if any of our brethren ſtrive or endevour 
themſelues zealouſly to furtherthe building of Gods Temple, and te procure 
reformation of things amiſle, it is eaf] by theſe whathelpe they ſhould 


een 
haue at your hands, andif a Chriſtian Grader make ſure for him , favour is 


hardly obtained, ornot at all : If irfalizout otherwiſe by this, I ſhall be glad, 
and yeeld my ſelfe fau'ry in ſaying thus of you. Many leud light bookes and 


ballads flic abroad Printed; net onely without reprehenſion, but -Cam Privile- _ 
$0, "the Authors and Printers whereof continue daily among us without con- 
XX trroulement, and yetthe Lord by his holy Scriptures forbiddeth all filthy com- 
XX - munication, and therefore writing : Bur if anyof our brethren put in Prine 
any booke of godly zeale, that tendeth to the furtherance of Gods glory and 
ſincerity, and urgetha reformation of things amifſe, he is new fangled, hee is 
not friend to Cer, he is to be removed from amongſt the people. Alas deere 
brethren what hach ſo bewitched and blinded you, that you cannot perceiue 
and ſee your own euill dealing heerein? If. the tile of Lordſhip caſt ir off: If 
your hupe livings forſake them : Bee not ſo wrapped in the defure' of worldly 
things, that you negle@ your dueties in your yocation and calling : I can nor 
thiok ſo ll of you, butthat I muſt necds fay- you neglet your-duties. I 
thinke ſure'y there is none of you but would be glad co ſee reformation of 
things amiſle, for ſome of you I know kaue ſaid ſo, neithercan you deny bur 
that many things are out of order in our Church of England, even many things 
zhat they make mention of 'in their booke : What then moveth. you te make 
their oftence ſo grievous in the fight of the wo1ld, or rather why do yon not 
allow that is good in their booke, ſecing they ſeeke reformation thereby of 
that you would gladly ſee reformed your ſelues: Surely 1 thinke (to ſpeake 
my conſcience)that-there are ſomethings in the booke which gladly you would 
-baue omitted, that hindeterh your likiog of. the reſt, and that is the enveigh- 
ingagainft your Lordſhips and livings;For moſt of you would be glad to haue 
all remnanrs of Fogurritg erſtition, and Idolatry utterly removed ,' but none 
of you would willingly looſe his Lordly dignitie and hving, Hin ills lachyme 
againſt your poore brethren, hence riſeth your —__ T his is the, cauſe you 


= 


h, _ 
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ſecke:northeir ddliverance, liberty, and releaſe : you would be glad in 
mation, bur you would not be rin your ſelues;bur in Anke: RS | 
but one truth or fatſhood. If they hold rherruth, why then reſiſt you it in theſe 
private reſpeQs to, pleaſe your ſclues? If. their opinion bc falſe, thew rhe reafon 
-and then will we beleene you, but wrefſt not 'the Word to fatiſfie your owne | 
fie, and whether your honours and Lordſhips ſtand or fall, let not the ho. 
tures looſe their due dignity and reverence. It is a lamentable thing to 
behold how (to make their own matters good) men will in theſe daies mangle 
the Scriptures of God, but the Lord will not be fo dallied withaY, Vans. = 
= pleaſe to dally with the imple menof the world, and hee will bee reven- | | 
_ oy for i 19. - Aon foule fault redrefled. 
| puzpoſe- our brethren lie in priſon , wh | 
they hacke ſiberei of enioying the pivot 2h of Aapor —1oorpodetr 
need ro be releened + let them in ſome ſort finde you carefull and minde f 
them, trauaile for their deliverie : it that will not be obtained, yet endeuour h 
TOC * . . . . x od 
procure them ſome further libertie: if neither will be had forget not to releetie | 
them. Their booke is out and cannot be called backe apaine: ifit m be oy 

| tified by the word of truth, take heed that by yow the truth be not betraied, 'N 
wie it by the touch ſtone, examine it by the word, fer all affeQions apart. think 
it no.diſpgrace to come down from your Lordly dignities if the word of the 
Lord, will have it ſo. Feede not yourown fantahies, bur follow the word and | ; 
4p. cuſp fn ad be ape Cre ſame word, out of whoſe mouth ſoeuer + 

; s wa$ a Prophet 0 Lord, yet at one inſtant his Al? _ 
him a berter leſſon than he could teach himfſelfe. I | wackyou;ul 
meane 1 fo to take vpon me, onely I exhort ns. "tet 1 vo wi ; 
therly, and let no vaine foue of Lozdl di ls mak ah x Marr — 
brethren, who wiſh you good in the +1  1050"rymaſt bnv- —_— "__ 
rnlorde,not for ma''ee, but becauſe the yen. madden ry rms 
Biſhop. Tf paſſwnate affeQion ſhall ſo cary you away, tharbe F GL 
linefle is touched, you will therefore not deale ſs bs againſt ma rot 1 
know not what others wil conceiue thereof bur for my on bo Yer ry thi : 

I muſt needs doubt your Lordlinefſe hath made ela Dk — 
ought to be in a Biſhop. If they do hold any error nes Fo f ines _ 
ny and loſely,or negleQed their yocation, I were eafil @ þ Glende wwe 
procng they are ſound, in life not to be touched that mc I hon 4 yew 
- _=_ in their calling : why then ſhould you lo little i: he wpotgs 

_ rp not vie them as brethren:let it notbe truly: faid of oh wth bt 
then _ home , and the filtly adulterer may firde more low wank 
os oh of - 0 mes brethren , and fellow workmen in the Lord Tknoy For 
uni mY e,there 1s no law to touch him; and for the _ d — 
Te mon prouided, yet for both the Lord had left vnts brew 4k. _ 
. oo vw - 199-991 and the wicked eſcape many times for ogy M £ ned 
woot Þ 64 es de to God) are provided to bridle the wicked by wk. 5 f 
—_ e pody are ſnared, and by themyou your ſcines if DO — 
-= _ aut been inſtruments to burth Trawbengs yet 
ath ſome of them felt in more ſharpe ſort en your brethens backes, and 
Le w nn that paſſe, and now deal narrow ery ey 
a. Port ck pug not lawes that were patpoſely ads for i LG | 
"op to ] 
Y you to ench the godly, lay afide this Lording, and ſhew your 
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To the "Biſhops,t/c. 25 
ſhes brethren in deed: if they haue offended you, admonifl.them brotherly,le® 
not the viurped names and titles of-Lord,and . mp ped up , 43 
you forget your ſelues to be paſtors and preachers : you or the 
moſ of you to this office to ioyne as labourers together with your brethren” in 
his vineyard, he neuer called you to theſe Lordly names & dignities:the office of 
Bi/kop I find appointed by ſcripture;the office of Lordbiſhop 1 find no warring 
for there, but in this I mean not to wade further, onely I ch | quay 
Chriſt hath allotted you to be follow miniſters together with them, ſo you will 
as companions in the Lord ioyn together to further one erath and ffaceritic, and 
let theſe poore men taſt of your Chriſtian chariry towards them, as brethren, & 
ceale lordly te negle& them, & Lord it no longer: think it ao diſcredit to you, 
or an abaſing of your ſelues , to ioyne in equalitie with your brethren, bur 
thinke it great preſumption in you to clime higher then the Lord hach appoin- 
ted: remember ic was not in vain {aid of Chriſt our Saviour , 47) pes gemtinun 
dominantur in eas, (FC: inter 405 anten nan it fic, I ſeeke not eo teach , neither 
take I vpon me ſo to do,yet deſpiſe netthe admoaition of your faichful brother 
in the Lord, who wiſheth to you alt ſuch godly coafideration of your duties,as 
in no reſpeQe you omit any part b ; 

To conclude , in the name of God [ beſeech you yeeld no ſuch fruites of 
the Goſpell, as where you ſhould be carcfull,you your ſclues careleſle of 
thren neither poſt the matter over in ſuch ſorrs as you haue done from 
one to anther brain as keepe them within the limites of the law of 
God: ijoyn c and with them-and aſliſt them , and ceaſe fo 
wo affet Lordſhip and living, as y you bee withdrawne- from yeel- 
ding to a knowne and manifeſt truth. The Lord in his rich mercy giue 
euery of vs grace ſo to auoide all ſnares of Sathan, as wholy withour let cies 

derance we may be dedicated] vnto him , and yeeld our {clues altoge- 

ther obedient ynto his will, ſo that what hee hath commanded wee 
may ſtrive to maintaine a6 omar Rogee 
indeuour to lupprefle. T Pray” 
wh favourable ion hereof 1 4x 
commit you. to the 


Lord Iclus. 
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AN EXHORTATION TO THE BISHOPS. 
.*, and their Clergie , to. anſwer a little, Booke that 
came foorth the laft Parliament, and to other Bree. 

FS 1thien to fudge of ivby Gods werd, vntill they 


e it an/wered, and not to be carried away + 
- FF winh avy reſpe of man. 


ONSIDER/INUG the vnity of the of Chrift,/ 

| 7 TN which weeare(becauſeir is &verned with one head'and one 
3'Cor.12 Q DO%5- (4 ſpirit, and yet notwithſtanding adiverſiry of parts and mem. 
23. 14. 19. # | 29 bers : forthe body is not'one. member, for if they wereall 
1 P'S WS one member, where were the body?) I am to direQt my 

* talke to a whole body, yet fo that either part hearken to that 

<= >\ onely 'which is belonging vnto him, not ſnatching that vats 

\ H , . . " 

' him, / whichis notproper to him, and yato every member ſe- 
verally, but in ſuch ſort, that they be nordevided'or cur a part from-the whole? 
There are in the Church of Chriſt eies and eaves: there are alfo- hands' an, 
feet, ro eyther of theſe haue a requeſt to make; for their profivif they! heare 
it, e6their {martif they reieQ ir. J ſpeake'ymo them in the Lords name, an@ 
doe heerein bur his meſſage.. I require vnderſtanding eares- therefore, 'and 
watchfu!l cies : I demaund diligent hands and painfult fect, It isgnotvnknown 7 
(Brethren) how it hath pleaſed the Lord: of late to- bring forthro "the eiesand 594. 
hands of you a little ſcroll,” comaining (as pou know) maners. concerning the 
rue reformation and building of | Gods Church, whether/it tend indeed tor 
that end or no, 1 haue nor heer to debatey..burthar/it prerenderh: at this 1 
haue leene ſome ſtorming, as in the griefe-of-2 man is eaſily to be perceived? | 
andthe Anthors of it (as we know alſo) are inthe place of theeues and murde- 
zers: for them Þ have naught elſe.to ſay, but that they are there iuſtly, if 
fallely and vntruly they haue gone abourro ſpoile and rob vs-of an- vnfained 

ruth, and murther our ſoules with a corrupt and poyſoned water, drawne out 
of xpra's ! aarpa of the filthy dunghill of mans braines. For how were 
thatto be ſuffered in the civill lawes of earthly Princes, that ſome one of the 
common ſort, or elle other, ſhou!d poe abour to diſanul! the order and lawe: © * 
ſet out by the Prince, Gods lieutenantin earth in thoſe caſes; to place his.  » 
ewne device ? .much more in the houſe of God, which is his Church. To 
- meit leemerh athing fo intolferable; rharafl the'New pates and old pares, yea 
and all the Tibourns in England are too little for ſuch raſh and reſumptiou$s - 
LH that will not giue God legue jo rule, but will take =” out of 
s hand. Being morceuer and befides that, a ſhameful and horrible thing 


| to be one as theirhead, and his Fatherare one. It the laſt and 
I&.17,22, neweſt commandement that Chriſt left ynto vs. that we hoald lou ano- 
Job. I$.11, ther . p we 
————  Euen 25 he loued vs, and this hee told vs, ſhould be a figne whereby wee 
L . ould be knowea to be his diſciples , if we loue one an other as he loued vs, 
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To the Biſhops;e5'«. 27 
which is not fl or carnaily,or for any wordly reſpe& , butin the conſenr Ih. 14.23. 
and agreement of his commandements, in follewing the pt of his word 75-10. 14, 
wherein confifterh the cauſe of all our loue, - and cauſe of alt hatred , euen of Math, 10, 
our parents , when they ſwarue from it : which ſurely cannot be maintained, 35+ 
where new and ftrange orders in Gods matters are inuented , broached, and 
publiſhed, be who ſo be may, the caulers or founders of fuch devices, And 
therefore berter it were for them that a milſtone were hanged abour their 
necks, and they drowned in the middeſt of the Sea, then one of thie leaſt of the 
kingdome of Chriſt ſhould be offended by their devices. But as © faid, I yp, ; ,-, 
minde not to entreate of that matter ; my defire is, and that for Iſraels fake, 
I meane the children and Church of God, that they which are the cies of the 
Church, and are our ouerſeers to'watch for our ſoules, =: our bloud muſt Ih. 6.27. 
be required at their hands) would take this matter in hand, to debate the-equi- Heb. 5. 12. 
we truth of the cauſe, by the Scriptures and word - of God , which-is-the P/alm.1 19. 
enely food of our ſoules; and ſtay for the direQion of all our godly aQions, "1 05, 
that we the ſheep of Chriſt might know falſe fodder from rrue, corae from 
chafte, Schiſme from truth, Chriſt from Antichriſt. The acuſation is Preevous 
| wherewithour Cleargie is burdened : they are indired as the followers of 
Antichriſt, their Miniſtery is avouched to be from the Pope, their ſuperigriry 
* whichthey haue byorder ot this realme, as Lords ſpiritual}, and a necall; 
' partofthe high houſe of Parliament, in eſtabliſhing politick lawes, for the 
| profirof the Common weale, belide the intiſdition epiſcopall,, which' they : 
| Lens ouer their Dioceſle, is there condemned as a thing in no; wiſe tollerable 
| by the word of God, which thing amaſeth and daſcleth the -eies 1of vs: the + 
XX fimplerand vnlearned fore, that we know not how to cſteeme of them,-or of 
4 ourſelues,if the truth be ſo, wee ought not to heare them, although they _ 
X a trath;,more then the Divell was to bee ſuffered, although he profeſſed Chriſt, Luke 4.42; 
If it be not ſo, we marvell why lo ſhort and piviſh athing is not_by them) 
anſwered, that mapy (mple-men which will well ro Gods caule,and-are. lore. 
what ſhaken with this Pamphler, might have bener ſtay, that they bee: not cap ; 
ried away with it.- Therefore my humble ſuir- is ,to.,the learneder part (ir 
the name- of Chriſt, andthe behalfe of kis- congregation, that they would 
{were it, and help vs which are vnlearned. Aud herein 1 ſhall 1n Gods, 
e; and as they will anſwere at the laſt day, exbortthem to-vic ſarple and: 
| fincere dealing, and notto wring the Scriptures to-ferue their owne: turne, or 
| other mevs phantafies. For if they doe, it will ealily be ſpicd : and belide oe. 
ther inconveniences: that will calc thereof, the people whom: they thall de»: 
' reine thereby, ſhall be their condemnation at that,day.: Cofppath therefares: _ 
nor-foiſt; neuher bumbaRte it with Rhetorick, or mans /authoriry 'ro-make- a, 
ſhew; but let the word ofthe Eternall bee iudge berweene both , which is * DB: 
gdld and flyer, and which is drofle aud ſtubble, which js corne, and which js | 
| Chaffe,, Call I beſcech youro remembrance this ſaying of. an ancient father; 


| Luan ſapiens arguwentairix /ibj videtur humans jgnqrantia, aliquid 


Ma. 18.6, 


; y nrantie, praſoin; cam aliqwd of! real id. 
& bus (eruh metnit anittere > How, wiſe 2a ;di bo cn 6s Siren + 
juctns we 5 ip , 


dath mans;jgnozanceſeem to it (elfe, chiefly. when is.fearethto.Joſe any 
| ſure ot worldly profic, But anſwere I fo you the whole Book, and not by. 
pieces :;for otherwiſe your doings will bee ſulpeQed; neither doe it in hudd; 
.mudder, or ſecrealy, or in 2 gn that the peopic koow-ngt +. for then it wi 
be {aill,that you dare got publith it, but on openly, har ll tha people war 
£4 . a J : : ce ; 


23  _ eAnExbortation. 
ſee thatyou ſtand vpon a good ground : vpo 


Job. re.12. & ur doings fearethe light, Wee crave no 


d unto of duty, | 
take theſe for rr gg then doe they not chaſe —_ hey 


enough ye will ſay: it is true, but their tales are not : they fie 25 fire-brands 
from place te place,and ſer all the countrey on fire. It is re uiſite alſo that 
they bee priſoned 2 bur that will not otherwiſe be, they w! the like reaſon 
muſt captivate reaſon, a word will aot be bound but with a word, the keyes 
of the kingdame of heauen muſt come forth heere, or elſe the keyes of New- 
will doe no good. And if they doe not come forth, ignorant men and 
ple will ſay, that the other are to little purpoſe brought forth, 
here is a better way for Biſhops, and Biſhops of Chriſt, ts couture a 
ſchiſme by, than priſones and chaines : thoſe were and are Antichriſtes Biſhops, | 
arguments being taken a part: as they are the inft weapons of a lawfull and god-. | 
Ay Magiſtrate, if the other go before. Some ſay «hey remember well that , | 
ly faying of that learned man, Anyuſline, I thinke it be : Sj terrerentur ©* #01 dots: © 
yentar improba quaſs dominatis videretay. If they ſhould be feared and not taught, _* 
it might ſeem a wicked gouernance , they ſee it notpraftiſed of the cleargie, 
they are glad to ſec their Prince to come with tererentar, they would as fain ſee 
the Biſhops come with docerentur, So you ſee what of duetie they require, and 
ſurely let me- ſay with your Honours patience what I thinke , is it nor a great 
diſcredite to your Lordthips that ſuch a ſcalde trifeling booke can not be an« 
ſweredin this ſeaſon? 1t is very ſhorte, you beare ys in hand it is fooliſh, ioyn 
the follie of ir with the breuitte , it might eaſily haue been anſwered ere this: 
If there had been taken almoſt but for euery leafe a moneth : there are ſcarce 
ſo' many leaues in ir, as there are monthes paſt fince it came forth , what rem £1 
- 'neth then , bur that I renew my ſute, thar herein (with the conſideration of Fo 
Chrift and his flock) you would haue regard to your own honoures and credit, 
tharit be not further ſpred, and we 6 could not anſwer it} They do net ſa» T7 
tizfic themſelues with politique reaſons, in thar that ſome ſay even from om 
L.that it is a ſubverſion of a ſtate, it is a great troubling of a gouernanee. They 
the queſtion is not, whether itbe a troubleſome thing eo bring that in 
which they would, but whether it be a truth that thoſe men ſay or ne? If that be 
once reſolued, then haue they to ſtay themſelues: They are ready enough to ob» 
je@ the difficulty of Elias time, how hard # thing it was in the eares of the King 
and people to ſpeak to them of the worſhip of one God, which were now do» 
worſhi! of their Balims ; what an vnpoſlible thi ie was to bring it 
d of Meſes amongſt a fort of Idolaters which had caſt Moſes 
p | example of Chriſt and his Apoſtles at 
_— ende, and that the Prieſts then ſayd , by what authority dec chow this? 
And againe to Pilate, if thou let him ps thou art not Ceſar kis friend.” In his 
$o9 ndied propoſe they could accule him of treaſon, of a conſpiracie , and 
_ tar their own neem.” pea roy and ſo is it now ith. 
| ed tems hs _— e Scriptures, -2s Chriſt willeth in the perſon © 
'Seribes F "apainſt e men, they-are not the 
| Kiendeaheymakes rowle inthe fre hcke and ch ik are thle worls:you 
<=; Honours bave te conſider upon the marter accordingly, And thus I 


you Honours wiſhing your ſafety, if it fo pleaſe God without ” 
I hat your Throars may ſtand for eyer, # they bee from Cod kick tha "i 


= 
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To the Biſbops,q5t. : 29 
men ſeeme to call in doubr, and F truſt your Loedſhips will hew in vaiae, and 
how vainely they ſtand. 253-2 
Now'to you my brethren, which are of [the inferiour ſort I haue to defire 
you to cleaue to the truth, -and bee not moved for whatſoever. If this be truth 
which our honqurable C do now maintaine, caſt away that peeviſh and 
fond booke, tet nora leafe of paper ſcrabled, and blindly by ſtealth. Printed, 
more prevaile with you,then an order ſo long maintained by ancient Canons, & 
the Civil Law; Let not one or two private men of no account,or countenance, 
more perſwade with you then multitudes of good place , and deers in the be- 
halfe of your vertuous Prince and Country. . 
Let not the iudgement of yong men prevaile againſt the gray heads of old 
Fathers, fonſo may you quickly fall from a truth, and go aſtray when youthinke 
__ go ſtraight. Set before you the example of Kehoboam, who if he had fol.. 1: Reg. 22.8 
wed the advice of his old Counſellours, and not the raſh and greene heads- 
of yong men, his kingdom had not beene fo ſoone rentfrom him. Bur if on r.Reg.r 2x 
the contrary (ide, the truth go on their fide; if by good and diligent conference As 4. 19. 
of the ſcriptures, you may ſee that they are in the right way, then what other 5.z0, 
counſell ſhould I giue you, Bur if Baat bee God, follow him, if the Lord bee God 


follow him : Better it is to abey God then may. Berter itis to po ſtraight with Eljas 

and Chriſt,then to go a whoring with all the Baalites, Scribes,and Phariſes: A 

multitude may as eaſily erre as one, it was ſo then, it is ſo now, foure hundred 

and fifry Prophets of Baal for one Elias, foure hundred falie Prophets againſt 1, Reg.r8. | 
one Micheas : the moſt part of the world now Mahometiſts and Papiſts : and 22. 

farely it was truely ſaid of him, whoſoever he were, Nibil onmino aqmus que 10s x Rig. 22.6 


| | per multitudinis exempla mus ; Wee do nothing art all, which defend our 


ſelues by the example of the multitude, Notalwaies the beft learned were the | 
wiſeft in Gods matters, example of Nicodemns , who nnderſtood not what it Toh. 3.4. 
was to be borne apaine ?. Not alwaies the wiſeſt favour wiſedom moſt, but ra- Teh. 9.30. 
ther reſiſt it, and ftrine more for the waſhing of hands and pors then they -do MNur.7. 2.zc 
forthe Kingdom of God. Maiſtersof Religion are notalwaies the moſt zea- 

lous in ſetting forth a truth, ſometimes they can ſay to the peore lame man, 

Sabbatam efl,it is the Sabbaorh day, non licet tibi tollere grabbarum 2 it is not lawfull 199. 5.16, 
for thee to take up thy bed, and if the blind wil ſtand & diſpute with them, and 

fay thar Chriſt is noe bomo prcearor a finfull man, although to their thinking, 

Sabbathun now ſervat, hee keepeth not the Sabborh, he ſhall bee excommuni. lo. 9.54. 
cate. The unlearned ſometime are ſo allowed of God tor their good and god- 

XX - ty endeuour, that hee maketh them ſchoole-maifters of the learned and preat 1 | 
XZ Door. Look upon poore Phillip how he inftrufted Nathaniel. Inuenimus im, 199-2. 4 6+ 
we haue found him of whom Moſes wrote, and the Prophets even Ieſus the ſon of 

* Tofeph, thatman of Nazareth. And ler northe vileneſſe of Nazareth any thin 


amaze us, ſuch falſe preiudices may ſhut up the Kingdom of heaven again 
: | we no'good can come out of poore mens ſtudies, if wee 

do ſo, wee ſhould fooliſhly as they did in thoſe daies; Can there avy good- 

neſſe come from Nazareth? God is not indeed bound to Nazarcth : no more is Mark, x. 

CT ng : Hee is not bound to any poore 7 uk. 2.8. 

fimple man, no more is bee cur off from ſhewing the vifion of A unto ' Mah. 22; ' 

, and himſelfe to women, but lender meſſengers to the fightof the Marl. 28. 
world, ro enforme the world and wity,of the birth and'refurreQion of Chriſt. 16h, 20.38, 


Je faith oftentimes alſo, that the wife and mighty men of the world will fam 


35 *4n £xhbortation 


Clrift, (of and againſt the crying out of his poore Diſciples) Chiderhem: Bur 
| wm we if =T Lo know =e Chriſt ſaid at that time, and he faith ſo now 
| 200; | tell you if theſe bold they peace , the ſtones ual. fraght way cry ont : his 

Diſciples may hold ir peace, ſay the Biſhops may [d their peace , 

I ſay, becauſe Chriſt ſaid, ſtones, theſe ſtones may ſpeake. There may bees 

foule glofſe made upon a good matter, an evill favoured cloak pur upon afaire 

| . body. The truth may bee accuſed of ſedition, of trouble,of breaking of States, 

, Aﬀ5 24+ Fo if jt bee {o, it is no new thing, if yee bee once aſſured of anundoubred truth, 
if it be not foule within, and faire without, if it be gold and faluer , and at 

" ſtthble grounded upon the true foundation Jeſus Chriſt care you aot : for that 
Lik.29.29, Chi called his truth, a Sword, a Fire, and he himſelfe long agoe was [pitted ar 
loh, 11.20. that, and accuſed too, Non eft ſeruus ſupra Magifimum , there is no {ervant. 
M4.10.25 boue his Maiſter, if they called the Maiſler of the hoſe Beelz.ebub, how much more 
theps of hishouſhold > The more that men are cried out upon for calling for the 

practiſe of Gods word, if it ſhoulddeſtroy all policies in the world, (although * 

they that ſay ſo , ſay nothing , for the contrary is true, the praiſing of G 

4 beverage tHe | fe 

word, and walking in his religion .vprightly. is the eftablithing and ſtrength- 

ning of kingdoms) the more I ſay they are cried out vpon , the more 

eught to go forwards , as well as the blinde man did wben whole multitudes 

bad him Fold his peace : they may nor ceaſe I ſay, although whole multitudes 

cry out againſt them , and ſay hold your peace , hold your peace , if they will 
be reſtored to their fight , and be delivered from blindneſle,to cry, and to cry 
Luk. 5.39 993 loud; Then ſor ? Daxid bane mercy on me: Theſe poore men may cry out, 
% . +. , » yea oughtto cy out, if they ſee vs in blindnes, O ſon of Dauid hawe mercy on them, 
* ka 24d fo they deſerue our favour and friendſhip , rathe: then priſons and New- 
gate: if we be blind, I ſay if we be, for that will be diſcuſſed , I truft by the 
- | <fraix And if they hold their peace, we baue to thinke we are in blindneflle, 
and thar they cry well, ſonne of Daxid have mercy vp9n vs. In deed if their booke 
be truc and that I may ſpeake as one of you , fimple and vnlearned , FI ſhal 
thinke it to be true , vntill I fee it confured by the ſcriptures) then will I alſo 
as well as you, as well as they,cry out indelpite of all the multitude , becauſe l 
hwe a greater delve to be reſtored to ſight, then feare to diſpleaſe them, O ſonne 
of Daxyd have mercy vpon vs : And if all Ieruſalem ſhould be difpleaſed becauſe 
I ſay blefled is he that commetrh in the name of the Lord, yet would I alone 
cry out, bleſſed is he that commeth in the name of the Lord , were-it.as new 
and as ſtrange as it was then, ſecme it never ſo great a monſter to calf the $a- 
macitanes\from worſhipping in the mountain Garazim,or the Iewes from the 
ſctled proce in Hieruſalem, from an old & ancient cuſtom, which hath poſleſſiop 
many bundreth yeeres, yet had I rather be with Chriſt, than with the woman 
. of Samaria,-vntill ſhe came to: Chriſt, Antiquitie may deceiue ys,nay we lee it 
hath deceiued vs, I can nor tell whether it would ſtill deceive: it is not true t9 
Lob.14.30, Jay it is old,thertore it is good: Sathan hath been Lord of this world. a great 
while: Antichrifgot Rome pleadeth the countenance of man yeers(I know not) 
Natk.1.29 bow many C.yeers, neither doth it follow, It is ESE 425, >. it was nought: if. 
| was Nid ta Cluiſt, what new doQtine is this: yet jt was no. falſe oQrine, ; ſo 
| laid the falſe-Priefts and Biſhops of Pauls dottrine and the TY! 
As. 24.14 Ck pl Jus e ,and the reſt, but, it w 
| *rezOre naught.: will you tric the old and the new., -and.{cevin deed which 
tie new, Which is the 014 , ſearch the ſcriptures. If it be foungl re git is 


5 
mY Gay Bilhops what they will, let the Prieſts call it as new as y Lit; it it be ngt 


| ” the Bi/bops 25%. PR” + = 


Found there, ic is new, let them ſay what they can, and never fo many fa 
thers,and neuer ſo good fathers: then ſhe brought, I am ſure 

& yer did Chriſt preuaile, and ſo will he ſtil!: for lie is the ſame in his word, 

he was then in bodely preſence, the writi 
truely, and nothing but him. If it be erue 

Biſhops. & Church hierarchie which they main 

hath no ground but in his law, & that God carm to be ſerued according 


to mens pleaſures in Maw his houſe, as though he were ſuch a foole thar be 


could not ſer order himſelfe or were careleſſe(which is no point of wic)that he 
did not: or that he ſee ſo little , as to deviſe an order which could not be far 
all rimes any Juan fo that we ſhould haue need of a new holy Ghoſt : tor all 
this followeth vpon that pround that they ftand ypon ) away with that vile doc- 
trine-or whatſocuer ye lift to terme it, what inconuenience {o ever were like to 
enſue, what antiquitie ſo cuer be agaioſt it, for you ſe there is a blaſphemie joy- 
ned with it, which maketh our God a fooliſh a careleſſe, an vaciccumſpeR and 
enprouident God. It; batu 
W ell peradventure they ſee ſomething more then they ſay, and ſome things 

I am ſure they would haue to bereformed, which they cannot bring to paſle as 
they would , and therefore thinke it better with pollicie to ſaue the Colpell, 
then to haue it cleane ſhut our: It isa common ſaying of two evils it is beſt 
to chuſe the leaſt: better it is to haue a Goſpell of Chriſt ioyned with a peece 
of Antichriſt, then to baue none at all, thus they perſwade themfe/ues, the other 
do not (o, they thinke it not lawfull to ioyne God and Beliall rogerher, ſurely 
they haue ſome reaſon, nay they baue great reaſon”, for what ſecietie bath lighe 
with darkneffe. If all the world might be gained whicha lice breach of Cods 
word, it were not to be done, berter it were that the whole world ſhould pa- 
rſh , then one iote of Gods truth ſhould be ouer ſlipped: Pilate tho ught he had 
behaved bhimfelfe wiſely when he whipped Chriſt : and pur vpon him a robe 
; of ſcarlet , thinking by that meanes, making him to appeare vile to the Iewes, 

to haue had him ler goe , that they might haue contenied themielues with that 
lie puniſhment , and ſo might Chriſt haue preached ſtill. Bur it is wickedly, 
done to policie the matters of Chriſt after that ſort. Who ſo euer thinketh b 
putting a fooles coate ypon Chriſt and clothing him with a garment whic 
is not his own, to entertain him till, & thinketh he is content by fuch means to 
haue licence eo go preaching amongſt the people , he deceiveth himſelfe,, and 
ſhal right well vnderſtand at the day of ac-ounts ,that God wil not be mocked, 
Thus in ſome reſpe&you haue well to weigh the things that are pur forth vato 
you by the Scriptures, withour further circumſtances , leaſt in leauing the rule, 
yet go our of rule. Burt I doute not but our Lords & Clergie will quickly ſhew 
you whether it be well ruled orno, they bave ſaid already in theirſermons to 
you, that it is a very fool ſh book, I truſt they will give it ynto you in writing, 
that you may the beter wey both. But before al chings take heed to the word ler 
not the ſhew of man deceive you: Peraduenrure ſome vt you wil be perſwaded 


lobs.ro, rx. 


2. Cor. 6, 
Ih. 


loh.19.2, 


becauſe a Biſhop an olde man , avery learned man faith ſo, this ftare<Ioh.g, 393 
hath centinued 2 great while many years amongſt good fathers: do natio, that Ads 2. arg 


is no wrrrant of the word , you haue had cxamples cnoughto thew varo you: 
how eafie it is to bee deceived therein , on the other fide ler not the fimpli- 
citie of men beare you away, for that way alſo you may erre:the onely ſtraighe 


1 


gfe”. 


Way (as I haue telde you) to keepe you from going aſtray, is gr 2} 
. » 


Rom,9.17, Chriſt, arid ſo ſhall you, That we may fo do, God giue vs the knowled of 


\ 


" 
- 


EL 


Wy 24th /ene me Into you to ſpeaks all theſe things in your cares. . 


TI | 


| they haue'no ground againſt 
ped bythe word, len tem 


x Verſ.z5. Butknow yee for certaine, that 


an Exhirtation” 


rhe - if they will nor, bur reſuſeto be tid. 
there, thoſe pore priſoners haue the right, whether 


e whi ,orynerly 7 6rge aflure your ſelnes as welt 
of Jew as'of your ſclues,-if they ſuffer with Chriſt, they ſhallbe rifted with 


the truth; and when wee know ir to ſtand/ſtedfaſt in-the truth', thar the loye 
of the world; and feare of man{ſmay normore pretiaile with us then the loue 
of 'heinen and feare 'of God, Theſe things thar' I hate ſaide vnto you 
rudely, 'It pray you to take in good pait ( good brethren) both you that arg 
of the need fort, -and you that are of the ſimpler, I pray you lay forththe 
rruth, as'your duetie bindeth you, and you giue eare to the truth. Confute ſcif- 
mes by the ſcriptures, and indge you them'by ſcriptures alſo, as priſons be vſed 
fo let the word which is the armor of you warfare be we not New. 
gate be the onely-meanes to tay fal'2 proceedings: If you do ſo,where error 
x5 redreſſed byfthe'magiſtrae you ſhall be iudged becauſe you did not your duty, 
and bring them into the way if they be our, | or by ſuch good conference-they 
bring you home. The which the father of all mercies graunt through his 


fonne Chriſt by our comforter the holy Ghoſt, 
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x 1 | p \TEREMIE 26; | if 
V erf. 11. Then ſpake the Priefts and the Prophets ynto uhe Princes, & 
to ali the people ſaying, This man is Worthy to die: for bee hath 
propheſied againſt this Citie, as yee haue heard ith your eares. 
Verſ.z2. Thon ſpake Ieremiah vnto all the princes, and to the people: 
ſaying; The Lord bath ſent me to prophefie againſt this houſe, 
and again(t this City,all the things that ye haue heard. | 
Verſ. 13. Therefore no» amend your Waies and Yorks, and beare the 
Poice of the Lord your God, that the Lord may repent” him 
the plague that he bath pronounced againſt you. - © 
Verf. 14. 45 for me, bebold,T amin your hands : doe hith me as you © 
thinke good and right, - Jucs 


| þyee , tha ifyow ut me to death, yes 
5 ball ſurely bring innocent blood vpon your ſthits, and vpon this 
City, and ypon he inhabitants thereof : For of a truth the Lord 


T0 
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TO THE GODLY READERS, 


Grace and peace from God &c, | 


hand 1:49 ad 


22> H E Treatiſe enſuing (Chriſtian Reader) being indeeds : - 
m3 purpoſely meant, as thetitle pretendeth, to be a ſecond 


| +) Admonition to the Parliament, as yet not being difſol. 
Md 2x0 ved,cannort chooſe I am {ure, but bee read of diyerſe - 
@Q/ &) | that are not of that honourable Aſſembly.at, this rite, +. | 
PSI> = lo that though the Treatiſe is principally” direted te .:.. 
6 LZWt © them, yerthe knowledge of the matcers,, as-it tuft Theſe mad 
needs paſſe further, ſo are they neceſſary ro bee furcher knowne, and Fr ho 
they are the liker to take good effe&, by meanes of the generall conſent 1, 
of thoſe thar like them, and eſpecially by meanes of the faithful praters jyzpy, 
which many good men ſhall powre totth to God for his gracious p60g to the _ 
blefling therein ; V Vherefore ſome thing was to be (aid in a Preface, as ament antly. 
me thought, whuch'mighr bee directed to thee (Chriſtian Reader) who- . 
ſoeuer thuu art thatlighteſt vpon this booke to readeit., And would to * _ * ®fl 
God many moe might reade this beoke then are like, becauſe much 
worſe will bee ſaid agawlt it by them which ſhall ſpeake of it by heare- ,, 
ſay, then could or would be faid,if all read it that will ſpeake of it: doth 
whereof we haue had too much experience in the former Admonitios. yy - 
But we hauecalt qur accompts, which doe bend ourſelues to deale un ; 
theſe matters, not onely to abide hard words, but hard and ſharp dea- wr 
1ings alſo torour labour, and yet ſhall wee thinke our labour well be-. yp wee + 
ſtowed, if by God his grace, we atraine but to thus much, to giue ſome wayld bee 
light of that reformation of Religion which is grounded vpon glad to attain 
Gods boke, and ſomwhat to haue © ers the deformuties of our Eng- to by this & 
liſh reformation, which highly diſpleaſeth our eternall God. Neuer- ſuch like 
theleſſe,if ic might be, we would be ſorry to offend any, but eſpecially bookes. _. 
any.good Chriſtianwan: for our -purpole is nor;(if we may choſe) to We haue tas 
purchaſe more hatred, ar getvs moreencmies; for vndeſerued we haye mary enenes 
of that, and them far too many already, and to offend the godly man and roo mucly 
is farre from our meaning : for God knoweth we altogether ſeek to doe hatred direds 
ſuch good, _ _. [lad tb nada > Ya 
Bur whatis there in qur books that ſhoald offend any that, be, or #4% - 
ſeem to be godly 7 Apd yer ſame. man, may, lap, rither therg 1mm png pony 
amiſſe.1n our ookes, orelſe we babe agrea | 30h rrOngR ered ys 0005 
. and that by ſuch men.& would ſeeme robe the fathers fall true god- _ | 
lineſle : for the ET the former hauc been, and are, hartly hand- Next deny 
Jed,to be ſent cloſe priſoners'to Newgate, next doore to ging. 5 -w hangings, 
| . | 
: | 


o 


by me of a9 meatie eſtimatjon, it harb 7 ſaid (as is xeporre ; 


34 7'he Preface 


it had beene well for them, if they had been ſcat to Bedlam) to ſauetheir 
Mee liues, as though p 4 of being hanged : And ano» 


| they had beene in peri P 
| ther likely Prelare ſaid, if they were art his ordering, Newgace ſhould 
: at hauebecnetheir ſurerie, 2nd fetrers their donds. And yer now that th 


haue had the law, and 1 think with the molt too, chat rhey were cloſe 

riſeners; they are found neither to have been traytors/nor rebels,andif 
it had beene tryed by Gods Law, they ſhould not haue beene found to 
haue offended againft chat Law ar all, but to haue deſeryed praiſe of 
that Law, and of the Church: of God, , as rigily that learned man 
Maſter Beza faith they deſerue which oppoſe themſelues againit ſuch en» 


on bands. 


The «#thors 
b- - tom, deyours aSthey doe 1n that little Hooke, farre worſe then choſe, which 
#0 rebels by he calleth a manifeſt falling away from Uhriſt, And I pray thee gentle 


us — — Reader marke theſe words well, of that great learned, and noble M.Be- 


no offenders. 


ze, and it ſhall anſiyer for them to two ren priacipally, that hauc car» 
neſtly declamed againit that Admonition, and the Authors thereof. The 
4 © one ſaidit wasa fooliſh booke,; the other ſaid the Authors were.too 
fe Dita. aſh inſerting 1! forth without a counceli, 1nd | wor nor whatallowance 
mers 42ainſt before it were defined. But this l:arned mananſwerech chem beth with 
be former vr woe ng it is a commendab:e dey deſerueth ” diſpraiſe, And 
'  Admonition. Wharſoeverthe declaimer ſaich, «hey ſhall be circumſpetenough, that 
"C0 ſhall avouch undoubr:d truthes out of the Srineiris though they 

'Þ Licences for wait not for the conſent of x tew, no nor ye: of many, for Maiter Bezz 
wralities, dare ſay,itis 4 manifeſt falling away from Chrilt co maiatain pluralitics 
| . qwou-reſidence of Benefices, licences for No7-refidence, &c. though he heare not thar 
- and ſuch like any Councell hath agreed upon it in England, for he knoweth it is are- 
beenſes #{ed- ſ@lyed rruch in 2ll rightreformed Churches, and ſpecially inthe Scrip- 
amongſt vs » rures, And what 1 pray you haue they doneamiſle, bur the declaimcr 
|. wK amaewelt 16 offendedinit, if itbe an offence? They haue publiſhed in Print that 
E:--;- ſai Friar the MinRery, of England is out of fi whng; nl he hath rablifhed ar 
mis Pautes croſle , that the Biſhops of England hats deene uncircumſpea 

F: | + + ag « aa making Minifters, and that hath hee publiſhed before any Ceuncell 
haſt E in England had determined it. VVould to God hee had neyer done 


worle tault', nay. would he had not more: offended there , which 

hee craved pardon for, when hee had done it, and yet fo, as hee 

ſaid he cared nor though they pardoned him nar z for he thinketh of 

the like, that he need not care for offending the pore members of Icſus 

Chrilt, and for as'much as heefpake agaiuut chem two in Newgare, hee 

ſhall never go ro Newgace for faying the Biſhops were urcircamſpeR. 

Icould with ſuch co be more circumſpect whar they fay to offend the 

0 fimple and poore members of Chrilt.Ler ſuch men remember the penale 

_ Math. x9, © threatned, better @ milf?one tied about their neckes, and they drovwuned 
Lguſb talke, inthe depth of the ſea, Now I need not aske what they haue aofwered 
to that booke, forthey haue anſivered nothing, : bur that is a5 «\ fooliijh 
MN NY: ha with godly wife men I rriiſt, tharill not bee raken for 
« aaſvey a fi a an(wer, as indeed 1c 1s not, They (Gy thee is an a1ſvver $o= 

| a4 5 tormy pare I loog to kceit, and yer to ſay crutch, I bone 
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To the Reader, 35 
foath, conſidering they cannor- bur betray their weaknefſe ro the Pa- Vihet their 
ſts Kar quoir Aa: in their follies , bur principally offend the dealing wi!l 
urch of God. And in part, you ſhall perceiue their dealing,in acol- becis ſeene by 
lcien that they haue made of thoſe things which they miſlike in the chat Whic' 
former Admonition, by 2 ſhort treatiſe containing a confuration of they have &f- 
their collefion, or view as they call it, The Treatiſe came to our hands, ts, dows in 
the authour unknowne, and we have thought good ro impart it £9 thee **** 
(nn Reader) that thou mightſt ſee and contider. Bur what ſtand 
ſo much in defence of the former admonicion : Some peradventure 
will thinke 1 had need to ſpeak for this ſecond more. But till I heare 
more, I will ſay little : yet thus much I ſay, if ſome ſuppoſe it to be py, i, bes 
cular, and totouch the quicke too neere, let them thinke withall jy, 6, gr 
w neceſfary it is to be known, and further, that theſe detormities be © 
the cauſe thar we require reformation , and what an intollerable thing 
it is to ſuffer all ctheſc caormities amoneſt ys. And if ſome doubt whe- 
ther all the particulars be e-1ic that are heere named, ler them ſeek cx2- Sceke exam. 
mination, and rhey ſhall finde far worſe matter then is heere alledged. natioz. 
They ſhall finceſuchRomacke of one fide 1gainſt the other, that | 
cannot abide ary thing: never {o well done of the othe: fide, and that 
of a ſtomacke, I wi'l not open an old ulcer, or examine why the Ge- Stomacke. 
neva tranſlation and notes of che Bible finde fo little favour, although gerevs Bi 
to this day no tranſlation 1s ſogood m England:I will noc rip up among ble, 
our Prelaces the Simony, the treachery fo particularly as is come to 
my knowledge, But thoſe particulars which I haue tonched , the 
ej hath forced me wy «, and ſuch uſt oenare I may haue, t 
"may be more particuar hereatier. Now, whereas ſome very unpropegs- Vuproper 
ly (a I thinke) do ſay, that we in this do uncover our fathers Priuities, gp; fo 
would wiſh us to forbeare ſo to do, VVe are of their minde that pong pu 
Cham did naughe, but they ſhall not finde us like that ribauld Cham, ample, 
Which tooke delight in that nakedneſle: they ſhall find thetime-ſervers, Gez.g. 222 
and ſuch as dally with the ſhame of nakedneffe in this time , they ſhall Chan a Ki- 
finde them to takes Ch:msrrade, but forus, wa would, and did what baslde. 
we can, to couer this ſhame with a righe covyer,thar is, with a right re- Time-ſerners 
formation, and that do we going backward, as men loath and ſorry to take Chaniz 
heare of the nakedneſle, and delirous to cover it, that our fathers, (if trade. . 
they will be our fathers) may no longer ſhew their ſhame. Gen 9.94 
Againe, whereas ſome men (and chat good men too) will fay theſe 
Treatiſes are too hote for thistime, ] wiſh to know wherein, whether 
in the matters which we handle, or in the hancling of the matters? Theſe treati- 
The matters are Gods, wherein wee may not minſe him. And the de- 65 190 hot 
formities haue continued long, and are manifelily intollerable, where for thu ti 
againſt we are commanded to cry out. Cry our and ceaſe nor, lift up thy ___ 
vayee like a trumpet, and zell my people their wickedneſſe, and ebe bouſe of bem = | 
Jacob their fomes, faith the Lord to his P:opher, which ſaying, avd the >, © _ 
verſe following, doth do ſo belong to us, that we ſhall hardly anſwer E(ag8 DEM 
x to God, if we do the conuary, qr” ſcarſe well anſwer it 8hat Nav 
2 


— _ 


Eſa 39: 9- have forborne. ſo long. And who they be, 2nd What the Scriptur 
% [ xo, fing things, 1c is more evident then that I need to amplific that point, 
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r0-Lt. 13, Lp;nketh of them, that requirethac their Preachers ſhould ſpeake pleas 


Avaine, that they which ſtudy.and endeavour to pleaſe men are ner 

He's *'9- the fervants of God, Paules wenls are plaine. Now, for the hand] 

x.teg.rs. ofthe matters, whereas ſome will ay, uch a ſentence is too hor, 2 
ſuch and ſuch a word is too ſharp, it they meaſure our zeale with the 
Math.z. 9, zeale of milde Moſes,of Elias, ofthe Prophets, of Tohn Baprift, of Paul, 
8.9. of the Apoſtles, of Tohn the elder againſt Diozrephes, of CHRIST out 
2.Cor.5.13 Saviour againft the Phariſees, I truſt they ſhall finde vs to keepe our 
;,T6h.g. 10 ſelues within the bounds of the examples of the Scriptures, And if they 
Math: 15. marke our writings well, they ſhall finde ys to haue yttered nothing but 
& 23. erue and neceſſary matter, and to haue framed our words vato our mat- 
Words j'8 ter,and not.to haueſought words to ſerue ouraffettions. Bur they which 
med tot ſpeake Janderouſly of them that offend not, of choſe that ſerue God G 


matter, ans «i doing, which call them rebels and ſeditious, which are faichf 
jeot to erye ſubie&s to God and their Prince, which cither wreſt mens words, or fal- 


eff. (66 them, what deſerue they ? God forgiue them that, and far worſe | 


matters for his Chrilts ſake, and giue them better minds towards his true 

| Churchand a right reformation. And yet for asmuch as we heate they 
Fob. 13.29, Willanſwer vs, this fay, ifthey wil keep them co the. truth it ſelfe, the 
A good iſſue word of God, then will the matters ſhortly come to a good 1Jue, but 
where mat- if they draw vs toother trials, there wall proye craft in dawbing,as they 
rers of religi» ſay, for that hath been the craft of the Papiſts to rig vpallcorners,and to 
on are tried findeall the ſhifts they can, to haue ſcope enough to varie a lie, to ſay 
by the word much, nothing to the profe,and yer to amaſe the people with ſhew of 
of Gedit authority, But if they will anſwere ys ſtill wich cruelty and perlecurion, 
ſee. we will keep our felues out of their hands, as long as God hall me Ys 


| Acraſtsf  Jeaue, and centent our ſelues with patience, if God ſuffer ys to tall into 


wm A +: their hands, and ſurely wee ſhall hardly eſcape them, if they and their 
2x doers, which be certaine perſecuting Priniers, may haue ther wils.And 

p* heere humbly we belcech her Maieſtie,not to be ſtirred againſt ys,by ſuch 
authority. <0 35 will endeayour to bring vs more vnto hatred, which will not 
An bumble <2r< what to lay to our charge,ſo they may oppreſle vs, and ſuppreſle the 

eff to her *Futh, They will ſay wee delpiſe auchority, and ſpeake againſt her So- 

zeſty, Veraignety : But O Lord what will not envieſay againſt truth 2 Ill-will 


Il! will ncuex (hey lay) never aid well, No,no, wee hearcily,plainely, and faithfully - ? 


d apell, profcite,that thechiefe Gouernours mn ciuill matters, haue chiefe autho- 
Rom, x3.7, rity ouer all perſons in their Dominions and Countries , and are the fo- 
2.Chn.rg. chiefe authority, did by his authority, ſer vp and defend nor onely the 
45-5. 7-8. ctuill gouerncment, bur alſo thetrue reformation gfche.Churchar that 


we. » ©0 Our SOUcrAIgne, beſcechiug her Maielty and the whole State. to pro” 
# ceede inir, Andthis is moſt true, tha: her Mateſty ſhall not fade bets 
. ber lubiectsin ber land;then choſe rhat aeluc;aright reformation, wheie 


| £42; 23. fter fathers and nurſes of Chriftes Church, And as Jeboſophas hauing bp 


1. E/4.1.2, time, i his dominion,and Cyrus in his,ſo we refcy.the ſame authority - 
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To the Reader, 5 | 
goods, bodies arid liues aremolt afſured to her Maiefty, & to their coun- 
erey, and which ceaſe not to poure forth their hearty praiers ynrs Cod 
for her Maieſties long and happy raigne in much proſperity, to bee an 
aticient Matrone in Iſrael, in the Church of God in England and her do« - 
minions, to defend and m2uitaine the ſame in much peace and godlines 
all the daies of her Maieſties naturall life, and to bee crowned after in 
heauen with eternall glory, which I beſeech God by the working of 
his ſpiric fully co accomplith and performe for his Chriſts ſake : which 
thing alſo(Chriſtian Reader)I befeech thee to commend vnto God con- 
thuually in thy earneſt praier. And thus for this time, deſiring thee to A nel 
peruſe this treatiſe with a ſinglecie, as alſo I deſire all thoſethat are Jungle 98, 
of the honourable aſſembly of the Parliament to doe, for the time that 
che Parliament continnerh proroged, that they may be well acquain- 
ted'with the matters when they come together againe: I doe ommend 
you and them, and continually will commend you both in my ea 
praiers vnto our good and gracious Lord God, to whomin trinity df 
perſons and ynitie of Godhead, be aſcribed and giuen all authority, do-' 


minion and power for ever. Sobel. 
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A SECOND AD MONITION 
to the Parluament-. 


I2AKNEES.T is no new matter to ſes the Faithfull and prefitable ad- 
= monitions of Cod his preachers curriſhly reieted of them, 
<4 /] which ſhould gladly and thankfully heare and embrace them, 
PS which ſhould obey them, which ſhould to their vttermoſt pro- 
mote them, which ſhould employ themſclues to defend them: * Gt3.4. ?. 
and yet it isas old a cuſtome asit is lamentable, to finde ſuch * Gal. 4.29 
\-< af 25 ſhould be moſt friends,moſt foes. To leaue the eldeſt times © G#1-27, 
/ when ®* Abc] found no worſe friend then Cain his owne- bro- 41+ 
ther, when * Iſmael perſecuted Tſaack, when Eſan+< Iazcob, when Toſeph® was © Gn. 37. 
erſecured by his owne brethren, when Moſes *was faine to flic from Egype *#+ 
ecanſe of the Ifraclites, and fo forth till the time ofthe Prophets wheofT _y *Exod.r2, 
* found leaft fauour atthe Priefts hands, when Ozeah ſaith that & Gilead the col- Ig. 14. 
ledge of Prieſts was a City of wicked doers, and polluted with blood; when * 17-26. 8, 
= Ames yas fo ill intreated by ® Amaziab the Prieſt of Bethel, yea leaving thete * O/e. 6.8. 
| and comming nearer, when our Savionr Chriſt crieth® wo to the Scribes and * Amos 7. 
P lthriſces, exaQ interpreters of God his law, becauſe of their hypocrifie, who 20» 
| though they would faine ſeeme holy, yethad they nor thehearts to yeeld to the £ Math, 23, 
% Prea 


C3 


| th 
| Tathpreacked by our Sauiour, becauſe their credit and gaine [Drops 13,34. 0s. 
"6 . : Ly 


v 


* found not onely the Phariſces and Prieſts their Maſters chiefe perſecutors, to 


_ "0  mitced,for otherwiſe, ſurely thcre is no otic &.:1g to be loked for, then 


; I. 4 | wo I = 
3} - eAn eAdmonition 

another way + they therefore yeelded not, but in fteed thereof they flan{e; 
pe Chriſts perſon wi his Jofrine, they bent themſelues wholy 5 2p him, 
they perſecuted him, yea, the text is plaine, that Phariſees and Prieſts all of 
them counſelled® againſt him, left him nor eillthey broughe him to his death, 
nay which is more, one of his owne company, one of the principall, one of 
the twelve, 1 Indas betraied him. Let vs caſt qur cies vpon the Apoſtles, they 


4 


to be theirs alſo, bur diverſe = falſe brethren, I ſay brethren, bur falſe brethren, 


neverthelefle they weat and were taken forbrethren, theſe I ſay they were en. 


dangered by : ſo then, to ouerpaſſe the examples of the Church fince, as * 


y are reported ja the Ecclefiaſticall byſtories (becauſe we? haue and my 
haue, euer beſt light by the Scriprures) this is it I would ſay, that in theſe 
our daies, the Preachers find no leffe fayour,nay they are not more ſlandered 
and perſecuted, by any, then not onely by the learned of the popiſh profeſſion, 
but alſo by ſuch as would ſeeme pillers of the true Religion.' And' ſurely 2 
fitrange thing it is, and a marvelous caſe, and much# ro the diſmay of many 
that it ſhould be ſo, ſaving that in peruſing the Scriptures it is found to haue 
been commeg'y vied. 

There were two little Treatiſes lately ſet forth, both rending to one end, 
namely to admoniſh the Parliament, what it had ro doe rouching _Religion, 
arid rending to one end, they beare one name, that is, An Admonition to the Pay 
lament. T - matters therein contained, how true ſocuer they bee haue found 
ſmai{ fayour. The perſons that are thought ro haue made them are laid in no 
worſe priſon then Newgate ; the men that ſetvpon them are no worſe then 
the Biſhops : the name thar goeth of them isno better then rebels, and preat 


- wordsthere are, that their danger will yet oe p:exter, Well, whatſoeuer is 


-Kid or done againſt them, or whoſoever ſpeake or worke againſt them, thatis 
-not the matter, but the _ of their _ is the marrer, And yer this ] will 
fay,that the State ſhewerh not it felfe upright,if it ſuffer them to be moleſted for 
that which was ſpoken onely by way of Admonition to the Farliament, which 
was to confider of any ſuch admonitions,and to receive jt,or reie& ir without 
further marters to the Authors; except it contained ſome wiltu!l maintenance of 
manifeſt rebellion or weaken whith it cannot be proved to doe, 


Againe appealing as they do to thathigheſt Court of Parliament, from the _ 
lower of the Brſhops, and Commiſſioners, becauſe tlicy finde not equitie, af 
 nheir hands, \nor cannor: the Biſhops, who are in their Admonition moſt tou- 
ched bein? cheeſeſt in Commiſſion; alledge the Parliament what it will ( as * 


ſome ſay it was not in forme of law, and Imptinted, and yet 1 trow there 

be found preſidentes of the like , as that of Roderiks Mo's, the way to Con 
mon wea'th, the Complant of the begvers and luch like.) All ar ark ſhall 
find lacke of equitie,i! their latetie be not prouided for in this reſpeR, y 
their appeale thouphr ypon, heard, and yeelded vnto, If ir were the caſe of any 
number, f:r wo:ld'y reſpe&s, this : | 
the caſe of the whole Church of England , and Irel-nd, and in deed God hus 
cauſe, all good cooſciences ſhall Free, ; mne th:t Courte, that prauideth not for 
it, but reieReth it. Th- {eripture 'SÞ'2ine, it * ſh:'l be eater for Sodom and 


;  Gomorha in the day 0! i :dger: en;, then f:ir wh a Court, God giue ir prace ®- 
CoOmMe 
ſome , 


p:ouide tor it. or eucr it be diTolued, 2nd 5::30n the ne youcs 


high Court wereto prouide for ir, but bei! 'F 


= 
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ſpeedie yengeance,to the whole land prouide as well 2s the 
achenils of England th (og ages yy ry ye but 


God our of your aflemblies and courts, as hethento in this your laſt Parliament _ 
_—_ 


you haue done nothing therein as you © though ny been folic 
finde, both that you ought to haue ſought the *kingdome of God firſt, and alſo 


ut have ſuffrcd them that were your ſolicitoures ro be moleſted , 


you ſhall finde, if you conſider not your own wayes in your hearts, how you © M&.6.z3 


think it a time to builde ſeeled houſes, to deuiſe lawes for the preſeruatioa and 
profperitie of your eammon wealth, and negle& Gods}Church,leaue that waſt, 


prouide nat for that, you ſhall find ( as the 2 Prophet ſaith) that yee ſhall ſow * Ag. x.5-6 


much, and bring in little,ye ſhall eate, and not have enough. As for the Con- 
uocation houſe, whereof many haue conceiued a maruellous opinion , and 
which ſhould of duetie looke to theſe matters, common expericace doth prouc 
that they do for the moſt part apply themſelues te the time, and ſecke rather to 
pleaſe and follow worldly pollicie, then fincerely to promote Gods cauſe,aud to 

ubliſh his truth, And hereof their laſt Conuocations can be good witneſles, 
Bur you ſay the Biſhops are good men, and preat clearkes, they [o0jn what they 
haue to do, and poſſible ſome of them do, except the God of this wozld haue 
blinded their eyes,aud ſo did fome of the Popiſh biſhops: but you were decei- 
ued by them, and you are like be deceiued by theſe, if you truſt them (© far, 
as experience teacheth; Neuerthelefſe you ſhall die in 4 your finnes you ſhall 
both * fall into the ditch. Bur ſome will ſay that the admonition hindered other 


AF£t;;.98. 
r Math. ST 


things, As who ſhould ſay that to further Gods cauſe , is to hinder other mat, 14+ 


ters that be profitable for the common wealth:doth the knowledge of God,avd 
the promoting of his glory, hinder proficable lLawes?that is a thing that 1 would 
glady learne, for I could never vnderftand it before, | 
herefore this may be as a ſecond Admonition, with the like minde as 
afore by them, to craue redreflc of the great abuſes in our reformation of Re- 
ligion, ſome being continued from the Papiſts, ſome deviſed by the -fantaſti- 
call heads of vaine men, and ſome Sack not maintained, yet fuffredand not 
reformed unto this day, yea and further, as they atore, wee againe appeale te 
this high Court of Parliament fromall other Courts, being ready to defend 
thatwhich I write rouching the ſubſtance of ir againſt al men, and that upon 
the perill of my life. Ler me be buruprightly heard and interpreted. The mate 
ter is Gods, overpaſle itnor ighty,for wee may not(though you deviſed lawes 
to cut us off, as by ſome one Biſhop you haue been ere now provoked) tor oug 
partthus leaue ir, The other books are ſhort(as it was requifiteto preſentto you) 
and therefore they haue not ſo much told you how ro Reforme, as whatto Re- 
forme. They. haue told you of many things amiſle, and thatvery trucly, they 
haue told you in generall, what were to be reſtored, buthow to do thele things, 
as it is the hardeſt point, ſo it requireth, as themſelues ay, a larger diſtowrſe, I 
meandtherefore to ſupply (as ſhortly as I can, becauſe 1 write as they did to 
you) ſome thing that may make to the expreſſing of the marrer, ſo plainely thar 
you may have Sclvas ighe to proceed by, till they which are endued_with 
greater gifres, diſcuſſe ic more exaQtly, or till we our felues, who haue Kb. 
.may have further oportunity to proceed, if it be negleQed of their part which 
could do it better. And yet this I dare ſay, for the ſubſtance of thoſe Treati- 
alleth the adverſaries moſt , bowſoever they quarrel! with 


ſes (which is it that gal 
them upon words) that it is ſo grounded upon - undoubred truth of Gow 


F 


booke, that the devill of hell, cannorwith his colours blemilk ir, ſave he map | 
ſeek to ſoppreſſe it by violence : nor any but he, and thoſe whom he harh, 
ceived, or whom God hath not yet given ſo much light unto, will or can ſtand 

againſt it. T would, and do therefore earneſtly admoniſh them that know , 

I know as they ought, and to do as they know, and to. beware of the * G 
A E Vnderſand of this world, that he deceiue them not, for the time will come , that this 
| ahi of the # dung ſhall be thrown openly in their faces, to their everlaſting ſhame that 

inell, as 
ab 3 
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maintain it, like as at this day'it hath befallen co the ſencelefle Papiſts, who wil 
Job.12, ZI. ever giue over, till they can neither will not chuſe, with ſhame enough. Nexr 
Job. 14.30. 1 would, and do carne ly admoniſh thoſe that are ignorant, to learne to know, | 
Epb. G, 12. ,ndto beware of a blinde zeale; which is more violent and uniuſt then oughr 
2'Cn.4.4. elſe, carrying men headlong to mainraine that they have no. reaſon for,, and 
Md. 2.2.3. wickedly to gaine-ſtand the expreſſe truh, to their endleſle perdition, | 
Rem.10.2. Now to the matter, I ſay, that we areſo ſcarce come to the outward face of a 
Ckurch rightly reformed , thar although ſome truth bee taught by ſome Pres 
|  Chers, yet no Preacher may without great danger of the lawes, utter all truch 
| compriſed inthe booke of God, It is ſo circumſcribed and wrapt within the 
bog compaſſe of fuch Starures, ſuch Penajties , ſuch InijunRions, fuch Advertiſe- 
ments, ſuch Articles, ſuch Canons, ſuch ſober Cayeats, and ſuch manifo!s 
Pamphlets, that in mannerit doth butpeepe our from behind the ſcreen, The 
wes of the Land, the booke of Common-prayer,the Q ueens InjunRions, the 
Commiſſioners Advertiſements, the Biſhops late Canons, Lindwoods Provin- 
Cials, eyery Biſhops Articles in his Dioceſle,my Lord of Canturburies ſober 
Caveats, in his Licences to Preachers, and his high Court of Preropatine, or 
raue fatherly faculties, *theſe together, or the worſt of them (as ſome of them 
e too bad) may not be broken or offended'apainſt, bur with more danger then 
to offend a aft the Bible. To theſe ſubſcribing and ſubſcribing again, ang the 
: third ſubſcribing, are required : for theſe, Preachers, and others, are endited, 
are fined, are priſoned, are excommunicated , are baniſhed, and haue worſe 
things threatned them : And the Bible that muſt haue'no further ſcope, then by 
theſc it is aſſigned, Is this to profeſſe Gods word ? is this a reformation? He 
that could nor abide ſtrange fire in the old Law, butburatf them that uſed ir, 
fog what willhe do to usin the new Law, that ere& a new and ſtrange Courle, or 
Ley 10, Word, torule his Church by? W hat did the Pope but ſo? he did ſuffer Gods 
I2Zs, Word to haue a courſe as farre asitpleaſed him, ſo thathe might haue the 
, whole authority aboue it; ſo did the Popiſh Church : Butwe ſay the Word is 
Epi. 2, 20. aboue the Church, then ſurely? ir is aboue the Engliſh Church, and aboue all 
| theſe bookes afore rehearſed, 1f it be fo, why are they nor over-ruled by it,and 
not ir by them? 
_.  Herefallethforthto be anſwered a ſhift of deſcant to turn and wind this mat- 
ter: Forſooth theſe are nor repugnanr, faith one,rto the word of God; no nor yet 
Se byes they conſonant:no more is chaffe like to quench fire,no,nor yetcan 
; ide the fire, But gold can. Even ſo are theſe unable to quenchthe light of the 
ba, | Goſpel]; nao, * noryet can they abide the courſe of the Gofpell : but true Re- 
. Cn.5 , bgion abideth the triall of the Word of God. As well reaſoned it were to ſay, 
7 hay or ſtubble on the fire, for it will not quench the fire, and therefore it 
|. will not be conſumed by the fire; as to (: ay receiue this reformation, for it is 
T repugnar therefore it willabide the triall of the Word; but the Scripture 
26 no-{fuch diſ.iaRion of contrary,and divers ; For hee that is net With wy 
| (ak 
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take he the Iewes , the Turkes, the Papi , or the bypocriticall Foglikh » 14,1 o 
| wr vi part) * Hoek 4gainſ} mee, ſaith Chriſt, we = 
Another, he talketh for the Queenes . Our,Gith he, may not the *** 
Q ueene do this and that, but you muſt call KoawIgOT Ts how allow you 
then her ſupremacie iif Ecclefrafticall things(which are i to be determined 
in conterences and Counce's, and thatby the warcane of the Word) you will 
ing Scriptures that command obe. 


prone very Anabaptiſts, not as Magiſtrates, nor 
I 
be done orderly and decently , and 


, and fo he runneth away w alles 

dicnce to Magiftrates, and ſay things m 
hee deviſeth many foule names and reproaches for us. But heere ber Maicſty is 
to bee humbly entreated, that of her clemency, ſhee will abide us (who are 
bong durie, and O—_— x God) freely to cm = or ny are 

eu in the wor God, her Mai rwile thinke it ſtrange, «» 44; 
and alſo haue enough to dr wan af iron p< Ar us poore men, who = OE 
farre unable to abide her diſpleaſure , and would be ſory to offend ker: if ir 
might pleaſe God to encline her Maieſties heart to confider of our cauſe, and 
not to bee turned trom us by the importunatneſle of our adverſaries, nor by any 
other preiudice of our perſons or places : but rs deale with us even accord: 
to the truth of the matters we deale in, which are accordiog tothe yery wo 
of ile God, or elſe if it will nor fall out ſo, wee willbe content to abide 


her diſpleaiure and ſharp puniſhment. Bur if it fall out ſo, then as an inferiour 
Magiſtrate may not rake the authority of the Higheſt inco his hands, no more 
way any Magiſtrate uſurpe Geds. To Ceſar, * gixe that which is , and ro God * Math. 225 
that which is bs, faith our Saviour, None is ſo high infker Common-wealth, as 21. 
her Maieſty; none to uſe the ſword but ſhe , and whom ſhee appointeth under 
her accordiog to the Lawes of this Land, fo that it bee not repugnant :© their 
yocation, as to Miniſters. Likewiſe none is ſo high in the Church as Chriſt, 
none to do an ming, nor any thing to bee done in h's Chirch, but as ir is ap- 
pointed in his Word, ety reciſe or general! direion. And therefore it 
15 allowed and commanded to Chriſtian men, to try all 7 things, and to bold that ? ft. 
which is good, whoſoever forbid without exception, Þ iace, or other: ſo that if 27. 
we examine every thing done in this Church of Godin England, by the word 
of God, and hold that which is good, though the Law be offended, thar Law 
is to bee reformed, and not wee to be puniſhed : for whatſoever our perſons 
or places be,if our maters we deale in be in Gods her Maieſty we truſt, remem- 
breth what the Scripture ſaith : Hee that deſpi/eth, you, * deſpuſeth mce, and bee that * Luke, x6, 
receineth you recerveth me As we know this caſe to be cleere,fo we truſt and daily 16, 
pray,thac coy "= open her —————_ _ « i>/ car of = us. Burto thele 
men aga.n,ler them ſhew us (it they can) by what authority may enioyn us | 
(if Gods Word beare them to bad Magiſtrates) to obſerue the heakbef More /aid 
Common-prayer, borh in matter, and manner, as in their laſt Canons they 
forbid their Miniſters to depart from one or other? it is wicked,to ſay no worle 
of it, ſo-to attribute to a booke, indeed culled out of the vile Popith Ser- for the 
vice booke, with ſome certaine rubrikes and gloſes of their own device, fuch 
authority as onely is due 'to Gods booke ; and inditements, imprilonements, 
and ſuch extremities uſed againſt them which breake it,is cruell perſecution of 
the members of Iefus Chriſt. And of all other grievous enormities laid pan 
this Church of God in Fng/and, this is the greateſt, chat it is not lawtull to Cruell porſe+ 
utter that which we learne truely out of the Scriptures, V Vee-muſt bein cul08, 
of a premunize if wee icllow not the if the Land , though — fi 
| - 


Theſ.ſ5. 


# 


kw wr 
then we 
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YEP the Scriptures, and in danger of a twelve monthes imprifonement, (if 
| wee {peake a Loft the booke of Lommon-jnarht though ir bee apainſt the 
Aﬀs 15.2. word of God. Indeed if there were order taken for conferences , ſuch as th 
***  $cripture commendeth to the Church for the'rriall of truth\, when it is 
and darke, then were the dealing not hard, but [uf Zan l 1 
As for the Convocation houſe, I told you before what it was, and whar 
may be looked for attheir hands, and ſomewhat more thall be ſaid of it here< 
after. If that were ſaid for the Bible, which is ſaid for the bookot Common 
® Dore, 4. 2 Praicr, and. which God faith in his law for * his Word, then were the dealing 
vpright and good. - Now if they m—— A RO Oon] that it is conſonant 
in all and cuery the contents thereof with the word of God, that can they ne- 
ver proue. Bur could they proue that, ans ſnare the Church of God be- 
' tween that book and other books, which they obtrude with ſtraight charge to be 
obſerved; which books do differ among themſelues : as the book of Common 
Praier,and the Ininndions about wafers: the booke of Common prayer, and 
the Gmc: abour the Church veſtures; the Canons againſt the pGrifical, 


jn not ardering of Miniſters finc rituls, the Preface of the laſt book of Homilies, 
and of the laſt new Bible,againſt the bookof Common Praier in the manerof 
reading of the 7 9G Andin many things the Biſhops articles intheir ſeue- 
Tha: ſhalt Tall Dioceſles differ from this book,as about the ſtanding of the Communion 
they be per- table,and ferching the dead to Church,and ſuch like: but the Courr of facul. 
fa d, that ties;that for marrying without asking the banes, and many moe things differeth 


Le mens from itandall other their books, but chiefely from Gods Bible. What ſay we 
ad; to this caſe? we are neither free to follow the Bible, nor our of deubt whatto | 
R do by theſe books: batto follow God and his W ord we are ſo free, that we are 
by the Apoſtle forbidden to become feruants ® of men. It this be rue, as who 
» x. Cor. 7, can deny itithen is it yourpart to rid our Church of theſe ſhrewd encitbrances, 
22. And whereas it was meant to bridle Papiſts, make dire& lawes agaiaſt them; 
Dire# latves Further, whereas our Church yer miſferh of "the right courſe of the Scrip- 
ainft P4- tures in ourretormation, let wourleazned men be driuen to draw a platforme 
pills. out of Gods booke ( where itis deſcribed at full) according to his will in 
The cane the ſame revealed, and the examples of the beſt Churches beyond the Seas, as 
le Ol cho. Gencva, France, &c. And the oneiy cauſe why our Churck differeth from the 
<4} "vn Churches retormed ot the ſtrangers, or among our ſelues, or they among 
« themſclues, is becauſe one Church ſuffereth not it ſefe ſo to bee direfted b 
agree. the courſe of the Scriptures as an other doth.except it bee in thoſe things of or- 
| Churches der, wherein ove pariſh may many times differ from an other withouroffence; 
my differ following the general! rules of the Scripture. for order, as in a pointing time 
- I and place for praiers,and ſo foorth. . So that ve are ſo far off from togularity 
of - uy wherewith weeare commonly charged, that we deſire to drawe by one line 
. * withthe Primitive Church, and the Churches beſt reformed at this day : for 
ly we ſay there is but one > line throughout all Countries, and at all times, as the 
S Phil. 3.26 Scripture ſpeaketh, there is one « bodie, one ſpirit, one hope, one Lord,: ons 
* Eph. 4. 4+ faith, one baptiſme, one God and Father of all, whichis aboue all and through 
, and inus all. The perlons and cauſes that are to deale and to bee dealt 
—_I 36.20.14 with inthe Church are certaine, and expreſſed in the Scriptures. The lite of 
— » $10.14 the Wordis the miniſtery of the ſame, how ſhall they heare without a © Pres 
cher, faith the Apoſtle. The former Treatiſes therefore .haue ri hely 'f 
_ the baſtard, idol,and vopreaching Miniſtery of this Church,agd there- 


fort 
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fore this I fay, that firſt you 'muſt provide a ſufficient maintenance for the Suſſcient 
Miniſtery, that in every pariſh they may haue a preaching Paſtor, one or moe, proxiſecaf r 
thar they entend onely thatcharye, Ts not the Scripture plainez Tho * ſhalt wot Wfe mans 1ery 
mouſel the month of the Oxe, that rreadeth* out the come.” For our ſakes no d6ubr © r. Cor. 5, 
this is writren, that he thatearerth ſhould care in hope, that they which ſow you' T0.11. 12, 
AI things, might reape of you temporall things, which isno bad exchange” &c. 
or you. Now to your hands our Anceſtors haue raiſed a maintenance, which Devut. 25.4 
Is not ſo embeſelled away, nor the property fo altered, but that (though mens". 1im.;.rs 
devotions be cold to the Miniſters) the ſtare may eafilie by law - reſtore the Rom.rz. 
fame prouifion apaine, without loffſe in manner ro any party. If none” other 27. 
way may be found, then haue the Biſhops and Cathedrall Churches rempo-'Dent. 13, r. 
ra'ries enough to redeem thoſe livings that be impropriared, or otherwiſe out, 
and to berter thoſe livings, which are too fmall, an as I thinke to be employed 
to other good vſes of the Church alſo. But wee will not ftand with you fo 
much in the manner of the rayſing of their proviſion; for raiſe it as it ſhall 
pleaſe God ro put you in minde, ſo that you provide fufhiciently for your Mi- 
.nifters, that they may bee' of ability to 'maintaine their charge, and to beſtow 
ypon fit furniture ofbookes and honeſt hotþitaliry.. Bur in the meane while, 
ynrill a ſufficient proviſion be made, iris no becter then ſacritedge and ſpoy- 
ling of God to keepe back any way the proviſion which hath been made in 
that reſpe@, and the curſe of Cod threatned by Malachy to thoſe thar ſpoyled | Mal. 3.9 
che fLeuites rhen of their provifion, belongeth, and will light vpon our ſpoy- 9 Ps 
ters now, and vpon them in whoſe handsit is to redrefle it, ifthey doe it not, 3,0... of 
Alſo there muft be order taken and looked; vnto for the beſtowing of the li- au 
, orierys y 
vings provided in the Vniverſities (now dens of manytheeuiſh Non-refidents)y,,. .. 
not to the greedy vic of many cormer:nt Maſters of Colledges, and at their hy 
wicked pleaſures, as now they are, bur ro the bringing vp for the moſt part, of 
fuch as wil be contert to be employed ypon the . $6.Þd of the Miniſtery, when Math. 20. 
2s the Church ſhalt haue need of them, and to take from them that hauc moe 17- 
livings,all ſave one,and that roo, except they will be reſtdenr, and bee able and: 2+ Cor. 2.6, 
willing ro diſcharge it, having beſides the allowance whichatrerwards ſhall be 7 - 
ſpoken of by Gods grace, And this proviſion muſt ſo ſufficiently bee eſtabli- Minifers. 
ed, that it may be paid without adoe, and not” to be ſoughr for, or won by Mamtenauce 
ſuſpenfionsor * excommunications, which are applied by the ſcriptures ro a #80710 be 
far more proper and ſpirituall vſe, and nortar all ro- this. And alſo there are Peconered | 
many charges poing out of benefices, whereof they ſhould bee vaburdened, fxcommunz. 
Next you muſt repeale your ſtatute or ſtatutes, - whereby you haye £440), _ 
authoriſed that miniſterie that" now is making your eſtate, partlyzo coukiſt Vinbwdening 
of Lordes ſpirituall as ypu call them ) and making one miniſter higher then a- 9f denc/ces, 
nother, appointing alſo an order -to ordaine miniſters , 'which order is cleane Repeaing of 
differing from the * ſcriptures , wherefore you muſt haue the order for theſe ſtatutes. 
things drawen out of the ſcriptures, which order is this, When any pa- AGs1, JI. 
riſh is deſtitute of a paſtour,or of a teacher, rhe ſame pariſle may haue recourſe 42.6.3. 
eo the next conference , and rothem make it known that procure AF.14.2F, 
cheefely from the one of the vniuerſities :* or if otherwiſe, a man learned, and 7.19n.3.2s 
of yood report, whom after triall of his gifts had in their conference,they may 7- 


preſent ynto the pariſh which before had been with them about that marter, bur = _ 


yet fo, that the ſame pariſh haue him a cerraine time amongſt them , that they T 
may be acquainted with his gifts and WE” 7 , and piue their conſents => of 
+ G3 | 
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his ſtay amongſt them, if they can alege no. iuſt cauſe.to the contrary:for 
Mot be lent oo vers 13 is ſo ſcnt to a pariſh, except there be iuſt | 


miſliking | the cauſe alleaged being iultly afagaG! thn him , cither among 
t 


themſelues in their own conſiſtorie , ſo tha 


vats 

which fism one to another he may appeale, if he find himlelfe cleare, and if he 

giue ouer, they may proceed as a fore for another, And when ſach an one js 
found, co whom the pariſh muſt giue conſent, becauſe there is no iuſt catfe ty 

be alleaged againſt him,the next conference by whole meanes he was procured 

ſhall be certified of the pariſhes liking; whereupon they ſhall amongſt them. 
ſelues,agree vpon one of the miniſters, which ſhal be ſent by them to the ſame 

pariſh, and after ſermon made according to the occaſion , 'and earneſt prayer to 

God with faſting accordingto the example of the ſcriptures, made by that con- 
gregation to God, that it would pleaſe him to direQ them in their choiſe , and 

| to blefle that man whom they choſe , he ſhall require to know their conſent, 

x which being grannted , he and the elders ſhall lay their hands on him , to fig. 
£.1#,4.14 cific to him that he is lawfully called to that pariſh to be paſtor there , or tea- 


no further for his 


triall, 'or els in the next conference, or counſell prouincial!, or nationall , vary © 


cher. Now, for 23 much as. haue made mention of a paſtor, and a teacher, 


of a confiſtorie in each pariſh : of a conference,”of a counſel] prouinciall, and 
nationall, [ will as breetely as I can deciare, what each of thefe meaneth,, and 
, what the vſe of them is. There is.required in euery well reformed Church 
e Ma. 9. theſe two things: A right miniſterie, 8 of the word and ſacraments,and a'ri 
<A wa  ouernment of the Church, which rwo things are by our Sauiour comme 


to his Church, before there were any Churches gathered. And in the Apoſt'es 


ide: time, when they had gathered (euerall Churches or congregations , they nog 

onely teach what ſhould be, bur they eſtabliſh orders accordingly. Inthe mi. 

niſterie therefore, after rehearſall made of thoſe rare and extraordinarie 'unRi- 

| ons of Apoſtles, Prophets, and Euangeliſts, there is declared in the laſt place 

5 Eph,4. 12 thoſe ordinarie funRions of i ſhepheards and teachers , which endure in cute 

12:13. ry well ordered Church , till wee all meere\ together into the vnity of faith 

Twi {arts of knowledye of the ſon of God. There axethen in the miniſtery one'y two 

Minifles forts of miniſters,namely paſtors and teachers; which do not differ in dignitie, 

ondy. bur in diſtinfion of office, and exerciſe of their giftes, and yet in many "ngs 
Ie diffrence ®eir office is fo like that they are confounded in the name of Elders,as allo 

of their offi= g2uernours are with the miniſters in the ſame name confounded, But theſe 

tes, and £wo offices differ in this, that the paſtor or paſtors, are they that haue the ouer- 

wherein they fight and charge of the whole pariſh; to inſtru, ro admoniſh, to exhort, and to 

are alike. corre@ wy doQrine all and euery one in | the aflemblics or in the priuate 

houſes of the ſame pariſh, and to miniſterthe ſacraments in the ſame pariſh, 

The teacher (ſave that in the confiſtory of the ſame pariſh; and in all conferen» 

ces of minifters hee is to bee ioyned with) ſhall in ſuch places as ,prouiſien is 

made tor him, and being lawfu! Y called; as afore, onely intend ;, LeQurs 

and expolirions -of the ſcriptures, to the end that there bee et 


forth, and Kept a ſoundnefle of doQrine , a right and. naturall ſence of the - 


Scriptures, ar plane and manifeſt proues of the articles of the Chriſtian zeli- 


g-0n, fo that he oughers be an m_—_—_ and migty.manky the ſcriptures. The 


2. ff Vie of fuch-an one is mo{t need'ul}, where the frie-of the Chuich ( as I miga 
bk ood call'ir) is, to enter tein wolf which aſter ſhould be emploied tothe minifl £ 


| wacther it be inthe Ynivecfiicor clic waere 3 that ſuch be brought vpto . ; | 
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know not what office of the Church they belong to, 
fure and meanes made, by ſuch yaine men as defire to clime, and to Nice high 
names, and alfo of a blind cuſtome partly, which (beſides the yroe goreen ea- 
fily by friendſhip, or corrupt briberie (com —_— ſhould ſay ) although no 
ſhew of learning be vrered, nor exerciſes kept) doth in reſpe@ of continuance 
of ftanding in manner throw theſe titles tpon many dolts, which neither do, 
zor can do any thing that is required in a teacher or doQor. And a plaine caſe 
it is that oftentation and outward plorie is ſought by theſe names, arid 
by the name of maſter of Art, which is eſteemed many degrees beneath the 
Titles of Do@or,or Batchelor in Divinity, for otherwiſe they would nor 
offer thoſe ticles to ſuch as the Vniverſities would ſhew pleaſure unto, as to r0- 
ble men and others, as though they were noble names, nobilitating them that 
—_— = ſe were un-noble, and adding to their Nobilicy that without them were 
oble. 
And thus haue they turned upfide dowrr, and made a mockery of Gods 
order, conferred upon his Church for the benefite of the ſame , om. whe, 
will not be aſhamed to profeſſe themſelves heetein to follow the i - 
Tradition of prophane ſchooles ; which rather ſeek by ſuch titles to advance Featheniſs 
tearing, as they fay, then by their tearning ro advantage the Charch of "God. traduion. 
For none other are true Teachers or Doors but they which do teach, and be 
found meet, and be called by the Church w teach, howſoever che Vniverſiie 
DoRors ſeeme te have ſome indelible Chara@ar, that ence and ever Door, 
as the Popiſh Prieſts once ſhaven, were ever Prieſts, and can never bee no 
Prieſts after ; Butſuch DoQors as theſe, thoagh they had never ſo Lraces, 
ſhall bee bur idol Doors, as truely Doors, as an image is a man, which hath 
nothing but the ſhew of a man, eyes and ſee nor; eares, and heare not, and ſo 
they, Teachers and Doors and teach not. Theſe yaine names become fuch 
yaine men, bur the Church of God they become not, and are forbidden by , Mb 
our Saviour. Be wot you called Rabbins, and ro be called Rabbins is the ove'y _ 3349 25s 
matter with our Doors, but to teach, that is too baſe or needleſſe for them. 8: 
I have ſpoken the more of this, becauſe the abuſe is great, and nor thought of, 
for howſoever it wifi befaced out, that that name'is not a name of dignity, bur 
2 name of duety to be done to the Church of God, by him that the ex- 
cellenr gi of faithfull and right expounding of the Scriptures, and of the nn. 
doubred proving and avouching of all the Articles of our Chriſtian Religion, X\ 


which is moft requiſite in place where I faid before, and ve no te Cv 
where, and is 10 had whese competent proviſion may bes my for ſac 


an one. | 
Thus you ſee briefly how theſe two differ, and whatis the vic of the Tea. 


chers or Doors office, Now the Paſtors in their Charges and Pariſhes, have The uſe of 
not onely to propound ſound doQrinc, bur alfo charge to exhort, and to admo- the Paſtors 

aiſh publiquely and privately them that they finde to need it, and to examine office, and . 
them, and to C ſe them in their faith, upon whom onely the charge Batik i re 
of the whole Conpregation, whether there be a Teacher, or DoQor,or no, For quuſare ene- 
# the DoQor Faith fully keepe his I etures, and an{wer his calling by rd ry congregate 
Afe, there is no fyyrher thing to bee required of him, fave that in the on, 


tory 


Ws eA ſecond Adnontion 
forie ( againe I ſay he applic himſelfe with the paſtors to guide. and dire$ = 
the -” of the ff Ly cnaggLs) in like ſort ioyn hin lfe with the paſtour in TY 
conferences, Councels, and ſuch like meetings. Bur euery congregration mull” 


haue a paſtor. I ſay not a Parſon, Vicar, or ſtipendarie Prieſt , or curate (a > 
they call him, but 2 Paſtor or Shepheard, which is able, and doth intend feeding + 


of them, euery way, b proochaetring , by exhorting to the ſame , andto 
gory life, by vxldy 


ing offenders, by conference with them , by viſiting the 
icke , to teach and counſel] them, by c atechifing the congregation , by ms 
king prayers, by miniſtring the ſacraments, and examining before hand the 
ommunicants , and whatlocuer he is dire&cd rato by the preſcript of the 
'- word of God, | 
And theſe two offices thus ſet vp, according to the ſcriptures, there re 
maincth no vſe offat Canons, Prebeadants, petie 
reſters V irgirs,andthe-reſt of that crue,noxyer of roui 


The go0d 


k 

Reſpefts 

rrquere rather 
po Paſtors y / aa 
*oucr one P 


- Racke, rhen 
Foc antr ma.. 0! cheetcly, becauſe in the ficknefſe of the one , the other mi 


The patiour or paſtours being ri oy 


caules, and in tuch ſort as was {aid 


x6. 

© The Paſtor 
M4y not leane 
bs flocke at 


hi own plea- 
ſwe. : | e chaplains roume, or in ſom 
*:4 bor where they ſhould entend : The other {erueth hi 


greater pray,or to make mpgey when other ſhjfes 
1g 


, excule all choſe that cither refigne,or luſter ther 
beg > ther trouble, without confider:tion of thei: Acc , IE | 
"X generally againſt them ſecing they ought to ge their liyes for their lock, But 
as woughs to be ſo acediull, &r indeed were ſo necdfull,if to reade the 
A - **  - ſcripruey 


L 
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ſctiptures, the * homilies, and che courſe of our book of common praiers wtre 
nee. bear Ae of ten yeeres old may doe the miniſters office : 
the ſubſtance of their office is not in the yeares but inthe reading. And indeed 
boyes and ſenceleſle aſſes are our common Miniſters for the moſt part 2 for ' 
common reaſon may ſerue this turne and doe this feat well enough. I 


, 
t is DRY 
indeed leffe bufie then popiſh Prieſts ſervice; becauſe the kalender and the ru- religion de- 


bricks of the booke are fewer and plainer then his pormis and pie were, ſo froech this 
_ thatleſſe clarkes then popiſh Prieſts, which had but ſome bliade /attig in their *®* of 


belly, may ſerue for our ſtore, and therefore indeed the blindeft baſſard of Chnſts flock. 


them, if he will keep his conſcience to bimſelfe,(nay he is notfo aarrowly loo- 
ked unto, if he will fubſcribe to our Articles of Clrifian religion before his 
Ordinary, and blindly reade them athis benefices,) he ſhall nor onely be a fer- 
ving Prieſt ( I uſe their owne tearmes) but he may haue one benefice or moe, 
and nothing ſhall or may beeſaid againft him, ſo bee provide his quarter 
ſermon, or pay his Ordinary for that default and ſuch like, he is as 2 Pa- 
ſoras the beſt, And yet I think verily, the laſt Parliament fſaue this, meant 
very well in this reſpe@, by a ſtatute provided in'thiscaſe, ſo that many'a leud _ 
Prieft of them (if the ordinary had been'good, not beinf corrup 
er by their bribed officers and fervants ) would haue been” removed, and the or » 
benefices ready for berter Paſtors, bur I can heare of none, or few {o bad, but the Jl 
he is where he was; and my Lerd Biſhop his great friend commonly, for it ſec- ** 
meth by ſome of them, that they ſmell'my Lords the Biſhops<meaninp, is to 
make their hand now, and to money themſelues now, and provide for their Jing] 
wife and children ſomewhat ipacitty (1 will notfay pompouſly) for feare of #47 m—_— 
after Claps againſt a rainy day, what{oever'time or change come, and this hu- nd 6 
mor theſe Prieſts,and all other time-ſeryers feede full handſomly,and it ſerverh- *o 
their purpoſes indeed fully, F92 

No, no, this is not that miniſtery which wee haue need of, and which God 


of the 


by 


ereRed in his Church, reading an Homily is popiſh and fond, whether they de Reading of 


Bedes Homilies,or any other ancient writers Homilies, which in times paſt ___ Homilies 
the like error,were deviſed to ſupply the like lack of preaching, although atter- | - / 
ward they read them or ſung them in at! ynknowne tongue : or they bee our abuſe 
biſhops Homilies in our owrt rongue : forfaith commeth by hearing,and hea- 
-— by Homilies, but by the * Word of God, and indeed reading of the & Idol. 
ord is as good, and better preaching then reading of Homilies : but the Minift, 
Miniftery of Faith is the preaching of the ſame our of the word of God, by | ” 
them that are-ſent of God, How can they preach except they be? ſent, as itis 17. : 


written, How deawrifull are the feet of them Which bring good tidmgs of peace : they 1 OY" 


muſt be ſent of God, endued with the gifts of God, furniſhed with his graces | of faith is 
unto that miniſtery, that they may be able to bring the good tidings of peace; the rreachine 
and good things vnto their Congregations, that their teer may be beauritull to of the ſan = 
them, that they may know that re Iewels of God beſtowed upon his #o 
Church, chat every Church may bee aſſured they haue a treaſure of their Mi- . , 
niſter or miniſters. | s  b Way ts 
This is the rig} into credit and eſtimation, their Lbs the mad 

ifts given thei od, and their painefulneſſe and honeſt life we theik wiſe int9 
Eon repatiornff@hEnor to make ſome of them' Lords, Graces, Earles, elate, "lr and 
and Regiſter of the Garter, Barons, Suffragans, ſome' of them rich Deans, hn ation 
Arch deacons, Maftgrs of Colledges, PRET—I Prebeids, rich PRs wi , 

- | ic 3 


way to bring the Miniſtery 


A good fa 


[ail Parlia- 
red by bribes, perk 
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| - Vicars, and though ſome of them be pore enough, to get them credit by thei + 
ES rotchers, hoods ara Spaces and gownes, or ſuch like implements uſed 
a Math, 23. by the 4 Phariſees,which claimed high roumes, and made -large borders og. 
$5.7. 17. their garments, and loved to be greeted, and to be called|\Rabbi, which things 
Or Saniorwr'b Sauiour are forbidden his Miniſters, and an order inioyned, that they 
iddeth which look for it ſhould not haue it, but be leaſt eſteemed This is true, read the- 
s miniſters Scriptures your ſelues I pray you if you find it not ſo diſproue us,if you finde it 
to ſecke to be (©, ſtren us by your authorities, and. let the word of God have the free 
noted by ont- courſe that it ought: to haue, They. be, bur ;pretences to ſerue the glorious | 
| ward &par- courſe that ſome of our Miniſters are cntred. into, when they (ay, it is the cre-. 
vell and gni- dir of the Miniſtery, and the vpholding of the {ame, and this way of ours is 
_ (&. the diſcrediring and overthrowing of the Miniſtery, and . of all good orders, 
and to bring confuſion into the Charch, and as they pretend plaine Anabapti. 
fairy : Bur they'are no better then pretences and flat vnuruthes; tor it is God hig 
owne order,ſet by our Saviour and his Apoſtles in his Church, and I truſt (ay 
briefly as I can) to make it appeare te be Godsorder, and the beſt order, and 


The conttonw the onely order which ſhould be in the Church of God, And as for the order 
ehuſes thit which they pretend to be maintained by them, it may be that they know their 
Ee too core order when they ride in their ſcarlet roabes before the Queene, and how to 
anon amony poll their Cleargie,as they call them, and all other in their Dioceſles,and how 
sbe Biſhops. to leaſe out beneficesto - Patrons, or by the Parſon or Vicar and Patrons 


meanes royally to leaſe them our ro ſome other, © or to alienate the houſe, or 
the gleebefor a round ſumme of money to their Lordſh'ips cheſts, or, bribes ts 
their wiues,or toghcir children, or to their officers, or ſervants, that they. may 
hane their ſhare thereby, or how to Keep their Courts, and get them officers 
for their beſt advantage, or how to rattle up theſe new fellows, theſe young 
boyes, that will not ebey at abeck to their Articles, advertiſements, canons,ca- 
veats,and ſuch like ſtuffc of their own forging, or whatſoever proceedeth or is 
from'or for their Lordly eſtate and degree, or how to pleaſure their friend or 
friends, or friends friend with a benefice, or with a. Prebend: ſo that it 
my be a good turne to themſelues, comming by ſfymony away, or how to 
leale outtheir owne temporaltics of their Biſhopricks, yea and poſhibly alie- 
Pate them. from their ſucceflors, and how ro match their ſonnes and their 
daughters together, with great ſummes of money pafling between them, and. 
how to purchaſe lands and leaſes in their wiues and childrens names, becauſe 
it they were Prieſts, their children cannot inherit, nor are legitimate by the 
lawes, and how to raile Fines and rents, and many ſuch good orders moe, they 
they are very skiltull in, and keepe very diligently, 1 weuld for experience, 
ſome of their doings were examined, and then no doubt wee ſhould ſee m 
of theſe goody orders brought to light. And till it bee examined, I wo 
that they which are honeft men would bring to light their doings which ep 
know : for as finely as ws/ haue handled the matters, there are ſome which: 
know enough, and Itruſt they will impart jt crelong to the State, thar they 
which are of ſo ſharp a fightro ſee who- offend them, may themſclues lie open, 
and ſhew how they offend God and his Church, and how utterly nates 
are,and'to be remoyed from their roumes , and their toumes. from the 
Church, which by them are continued to ſtall the popiſh Biſbops intheir pomp © 
- _ agaive, if ever their time {erue them here. I-| 
+ For good orders, let us beare any one they make but even as the Law dire> 


J% 
$ 

'7 Bi J 
Sz 


Qech them, which any other officers m 


neither; they will not haue the Queenes diſpleaſure for any of them all, 
will not be defaced whatſoever commeth fe ; . hey will raile 


teſty and all other again 
* How many good mens deaths haue they 
ſorrow conceived of their doings? How ſodainely dyed maſter Pullen , after 
they began to rage? M. Horton, M. Carvd, and many others? and how did they 
kill that good mans heart, old good M. Coverddle ? although they pretended 
they would provide for him, after much adoe from the Countll, and as the 
ſay, from the Q ueene to them, and yet they allotted him a ſmall n, an 
paid him by fits, and ſomerimes with baſe gold, and money if they had any 
worle then other, which I haue heard very credibly reported. Old D. Twrier 
was much beholding to them, being agood man , <0g an ancient Preacher, 
never ſhaven nor greaſed, and verke d no ſmall ſtir by them, M. Leaver, 
M.Sam/on, and ſome other at this day learned and god!y, how baue they prie- 
ved cheir good hearts? utterly leaving ſome of them withour living,to the wide 
world, to ſhift as theycan, And yer they may not ſhift ſome of thera by thoſe 
| wag which God hath given them, they may acither Preach, nor teach chil- 
ren Arvng me nor privately, And they that are in ſame livings, what forrow 
do they hold them withall, and how tickliſhly do they hold them to0,evermore 
in danger of being called before the high Commiſſioners, and to looſe 
thoſe livings? How many hauethey driven to leaue the Minifſtery, and to liue 
by Phiſicke, and other ſuch meanes, or to leaue their Countrey? How many 
Srudents haue they diſcouraged from the ſtudy of Divinity, and to change their 
minds fince they ſaw their Nittaps, and to change their ſtudies alſo? How ma- 
ny poore Artificers and other Commoners in this Citie, and elſe-where, haue 
they evill entreared? brought up landers npon? And by their il! uſage and lack 
of diligent conference, ous they not ſuffered to fall, but haue beene the cauſe 
that they haue fallen into errours, Contrarywiſe, what incourage 
vour haue they ſhewed to Papiſts? how haue they opened their eares to their 
complaints againſt the Miniſters, and ſhut their eares when Papiſts haue beene 
complained upon, or lightly overpaſled it : Yea, ſome of them haue ſaid,thar 
conformable Papiſts were more tolierable, then theſe Precifians 2nd godly 


neſt man, and was put to death em ay os had friends al:ue would revenge 
his death one day. How ſlightly did the Biſhop of C-nturburie uſe him? whas 
friendſhip found Thurleby io his 
nſed, or ſuch other poore men, which led by the word of Cod, doe tree 
utter their conſciences again? the abuſes In our Reformation? Or ra 
rot they finde harder dealing then did | will they not take on more 
againſt the Authour of this booke, and ſuch like, then againſt Hanſen? Ler us 
proceed, who be their Chancelors,bue moſt 9 es heare not of ons 
#f them but is a briber:who be their Sumners bur the verieſt varlers? what arethe 
Canonifts, what ate they buz ſuſpeed Papiſts?and where haue they their moſt 
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| would do as well as 
they, if the lawes did notprohibire it, And there is none other but lawes with 
them, no Gods] booke, no brotherly talke withthem, they will got rynne Examination 
in a Premmnire for any of all their brethren, nor for any of Gods matters 0 the Bjh»ps 

they =. wv:'Ty 
] on, and | 
revile their brethren, in will perſecute and priſon them, they will tir her Ma- The Bi ops 
them, they will ſterue, ſtifle, and pine them to death, own talk, and 
beene the cauſe of, by an inward extreme crw= 


elves 


ment and fa- . 


I Wis you 


hae 

men that ſeeke for reformation? Heron of Oxford, which amongſt other ar- Es 

ticles was charged iuſtly, and is yet to be proved that he ſaid Story was an ho- 4... þ- 
ie#s 


uſe > may poore Peachers be halfe fo well cod! 


ther ſhalt 


Gf 
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countenance, bur of. the Biſhops? to be their chicfeft doers,and high-Commif. 
EC. - fioners with them, to wripg their brethren, if they bee Gods children, andto 
BW let Papiſts ſcape ſcot-free, or to be puniſhed but lightly : What cauſes deale 
E they in for the good of the Church ? cenainely few at all, but as they ſhould 
do they deale in none. How are matters dealt in, in.their Courts, byz all for 


-Miſtrefſe money? who can reckon their diſorders In thoſe former Treatiles 
you reade of a bleſſed company do you not? how ſtiffe and ſturdy are 
in the maintenance of their diſorders? how haue they, ſhaken off 'the h 

| ſuites of many honeſt worſhipfull Citizens, and others : yea, of honourable 

erſonages, which haue dealt with them, for thoſe whom themſelues ought ty 
fows had moſt.care of > How lightly haue they eſteemed the learned letters of 
many famous men at home and abroad, written unto them in the ſamecaſe> 


cir HO RRTOT many live with wounded conſciences at this day 

amoneſt them, an 

Nags ey ſay) do therefore ſcrue the Biſhops appetites. What a charge are they 
a 


ro 


® Luke 21. herter and more godly cnded, 
25.26, 


* Apoſtles tures then thoſe names and offices which they haue.. Our Saviour laith expre 
4s Worthy 19 to his Apoſtles, * Tay [hall not be caled gracions Lords 3. And ſurely they: were as 
haue beene *'s worthy as any Miniſters were fince, or ſhall be : yea, they were the Arch- 


| Lords,4s our Hyilgers, notthe Arch-biſhops, nor was there any Arch-builder of. them one 


of ne GY dignity that the Pope RN ngers aboue all other Biſhops, and againſt his wwa 


| mater with-our men, butthey may be Lords over 
ſhip of Bi- their brethren, and uſe ciuilFjuriſdifion alfo. Ir Forbiddett, : 


ſhops. ay, butif itbe offered to them they cake it, Our Saviour reſuſeth to Aivide 


Luke 12. the Land berweenthe two brethren when it was offered him, he ayoydeth when 
Ib. 0s they ſoughtro make him a King? what, thinke you he would haue taken it , if 


it had beene orderly offered by the whole State? No, he ſaith; My Kinodom. is 
14 1054 not of this world, or a worldly Kingdom : I came not to bre tbl an bat to 
+20. miniſley; and even fo he telleth his diſciples, it. muſt be amonoſt them, And yet 
further doth that Text forbid ambition in the Miniſters, an allow it in Prin» 
=. * ces? forhediſproveth not the Kings that they are Lords, and exerciſe autho- 
V Ga hops ds rity over their Nations, and haue great an for nor onely there , but the 
wy bib 8 on that they may ſo do, and yet not be ambitious, which they 
Aid wpon _ e, it they content not themſelues with their own Countries , and titles, 
qo 1 ur cover others. Bur in this place he ſheweth, that they muſt not exerciſe au- 
thority as Civilt Mapiſtrates do, and may do, nor be one aboue another, 70 


are forbidden Jha ot be ſo, Hee that i cir a 


, among you, {ct bius bee your ſervant, ſo that if rhe 
; £8 willtakeir, it may nod bee piven them, The {yea hh they alſo avoided it 
angſt chemſelues, and they forbid it in others, as the place of Peter is plaing; 


Jo plaine, that it ts a worldly wiſe way to ſeeke ſome other ſhift to face 


dus: 


: fo the Parliament. 51 
whe the tnarter, 2nd to on 909 ruinous Hi withall. The Scrip- 
cures are plaine againſt ir, therefore ſame other device muſt be found at a 
pinch, to flap the world in the mouth with ſomewhat : to tell them thar good 
| and ancient Chronicles make mention of the Lord'y deyrees of Biſhops, and - 
co bring forth the Heralds craft to help out the matter, to blaſe the armes of 
ſuch worthy Prelates as khaue beene of long time before. This were a world. 
ly wiſe way,and as I heare,is entended to be praQiſed. ' Bur ſurely if this bee 
praQiſed, they muſt alſo praQiſe to ſtop the courſe of the Scriptures, for elſe 
the Scriptures will onthe other fide diſplay as faſt the folly of tuchproud men, 
Here ſomekeep ho:e ſ-hooles, what ſay they ,” every one as good as ano- ; 
ther amoneſt the Minifters? ſhall not one .be'berter then another * what js Not 'one m6 
diſorder if this be nor? Well. this is Gods order, and indeed, as 1 faid before, viiterto med- 
the beft order. How is that ſaith het Thus [I fay, Firſt,let no one Miniſtermed- d'e in ano- 
dle in-any Cure ſaue his own, but as he is appointed by common conſent of the thers enre 
next Conference, or Councels (as afore) Provinciall or Nationall, or further Without or- S 
if it may fall out ſo generallof all Churches reformed. der. s 
A confereneec I call the meeting of ſome certaine miniſters, and other bre. 
thren', as it might bee the miniſters .of London, at ſome certaine place . ; 
as it was at Corinth, pr of ſome certaine deanrie, or deanries in the-countrig, 7+ ©: 14+ 
as it might be at Ware,to conferre and exerciſe themſclues in propheſying, or A conſerence 
in interpreting the Scriptures, after the which interpretation, they muſt con- 
ferre vpon that which was done, and iudge of it, the whole to iudge of thoſe 
that ſpake,and yer ſo,as ſome onebe Rs by all,to ſpake for them, as they 
ſhall amengſt themſelues agree+what ſhall bee ſpoken , which thing was al- 
wayes uſed among the' Apoſtles, one to ſpeake for the reſt , which conferen« 
ces may ſometime be more 'peneral! then other ſometime , as occaſion of the 
Churches may require , to call rhe brethren together. Ar which conferences,. . 
. any one , or any certain of the brethren , are at the order of the whole, to be 
employed vppon ſome affaires of the Church, whichthey ſhew to be needfull 
forthe ſame. So was Jobnand Peter ſent by the Apoſtles to Samaria, to con- At; 8, 14, 
firme Philips worke, $0 was Paul and Barnabas ſent from Antioch to the buſi- | 
neſle appointed them by the: Lord, and yet fo ( which I would haue well mar- 
ked)that the H. Ghoſt{aid to the congregation, Separate me Bamabas and $anl AZ; 13.2, 
for the worke whereunto I haue called them, he might haue called them forth 
without theſe words to them of the Aſſembly, but that he would ſhew how he 
approued of that order, and the more the order is commended; that he would 
haue $aul, one of his Apoſtles; to-be thus ſent by thoſe whereof none were of 
the Apoſiles. At this aſſembly alſo, the demeanors of the miniſters may be ex. Gal.z 
amined , and rebuked ,.as Pawl witneſleth he did in an aſſembly rebuke Peter. "Ts 
This is that which I call a conference,where ſundry cauſes within that circuir, 
beivg brought before them , may be decided 2nd ended. Bur it is to be vſed 
continually, for the exerciſe of the particu'ar Church miniſters , and others, as 
it ſhould ſeeme by the Apoſtles in the place to the Corinthes,te exerciſe their 4 | 
gifts in the i etation of the ſcriptures. I cal that a Synod pronincial, which Prodinciall, 31wode 
3s the meeting of cenaine of the conliftorie of cuery pariſh within aprovince. 
. which is of many conferences, as it might be that which is called Canterburies C—_ 
prouince, if it be not too large, and therefore of ſome one or more dioceſles: 
where great cauſes of the Churches , which could not berended in their own 
conliftories 03 conferences , ſhall be heard and determined ,' and: ſo they ſhall 
B 3 Kan, _ 


= E.4 
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 Nande, ex when ment panel de,and Councel of the whole ting 
be, which po nationall, and they ll have it heard there,ts whoſe determi- 
nation they ſhall ſtand , except there be a more - rt rr of all Chur.., 
Ches, and that they will hane it heard there, and dete :whereto they ſhall 
ſtand, as it was at Ieruſalem, except it be a great marter of the faith, or a 

great matter expreſly againſt the ſcripcures. W hart if ſmalas that was in the Ni- 

ccne councell of {3 marriage of miniſters , where the whole councell would 

haue concluded agaiaft it, had not one man Paphnutivs withſtood them, or that 

len, 7.57. aſſembly where Nicodemgs onely withſtood the reft , or that at Antioch where 
Gal. 2. 14+ Piter and Bamabes and all the Fewes were centred into a diſfimulation, and only 
© Pal withſtood them, In which caſe the ſcripture ſaith,you haue one father one 
maſter,and heare him, | and examine all thing, and hold that which is good, 

Mab.23. 8 and try the ſpirits wherher'they be of God,or no,and againe faith the Apoſtle: 
9. Though we or an Angell from heauen preach any other Coſpelbynto you then 
Math. 17.5 that hs we haue hed vnto you le: bim be accurſed; Exceprl fay it be in 
7. Thef. 5, ſuch a caſe,they muſt ſtand to the determinations as afore. And otherwiſe then 
mm thus, let no one miniſter vſe,or chalenge any authorit'e out of his own charge, 
A leh. 4.1, And there let him, or them (if they be rwo pafſtours or more in one charge) 
Gd.1.8, not onely alone medle with the charge of preaching,and other ſuch parts of the 
paſtor, but alſo let him or them in that confiſtorie, and in all other conferences 

and councels governe,let the miniſters oy before, as.I might ſay,and guide the 

other of the aſſifants and elders, in the gouernment, as it is in the counſel! at 

h - Jeruſalem. But before I ſpeake more oi the gouernment, let vs a little conſi- 
Aﬀs 15.12. Jer of this order of the eleQion of the miniſters, and theſe exerciſes and con- 
ferences for the continuance of ſound religion,and of the equalitic of miniſters 

A ;, Whether the biſhops courſe be berter, or this be the beſt. Firſt this is well war- 
x38 wap ranted by the ſcriptures, and theirs is not. Theirs hath already been the cauſe 
former de of many miſcheets;and this the cauſe of much good in the primitiue Church, 
0.300 of and is ſo ſtill where it is praQiſed in the geformed Churches beyond the ſeas, 
Jon This a!loweth onely painfull and true preachers ,'theirs ipnorant Aﬀes , loyte« 
ue. xs, pj. ring and idell bellied hae teymayhen and heatheniſh Orarours thatthiok 
Mons order, All the grace of preaching lieth in affeed eloquence, in fond fables to make 
59k © their hearers laugh, or in oſtentation of learning of their Latine, their Greeke 
Preachcrs, Phcir Hebrew tongue, and of their you reading of antiquities : when God 
: weth, moſt of them haue kerle further matter then is in the infinite yolu- 

mes of Commen places,and Apoth , culled to their hands. Bur if they 
carry away the praiſe of the people for their learning, though rhe people haue 
learned little or nothing ar their Lend (for they cannot learne , where little is 
: " ſpoken to ws #67 or ſor ſpme mery tales they have tolde, or ſuch like pg- 
Merry tales, 8305 to pleaſe it-hirg eares withall, fach a fellow muſt have the benefices, the 
prebends, the Archdeaconries, and ſuch ſuch like to rers preferments, eſpe-- 

| Cially if he can make low curteſieto my Lord, and know his manners to euery 

7% ree of them, or can creepe into forme noble mans fauour to beare the name 
Flaunring of his chaplaine, thisis he that hall beare the pre away from all other, 
Keachers, 24 9 flaunc out in his long (large , and his tipper, 'mdhis litrle fine. 
" * Kquarecap, with his Tawnie cores afrerhim ,/fi "over the Cirte'ro ſhow 
© * bithſelfe, non»carhauethat he may have, except ſor cerraine fate Fellowes, 
Lenz bopyer, with lone bagges 2t their girdies, and ſome in their 0eenes | or with'adiſh of 

. _ NM, Laymazapples, Corruption! wo much corruption itheſe matters, - © - 


This 
"ON 


Common 
places and 


| Yo the Parkement: . MEM $3 


 Thisorder avoideth intrufian-ints any Benefices, but to bee choſen by the 
conſent of that pariſh, where they ſhall be miniſters, and there totarry: Theirs 


f the Patron preſent,and the Biſhop inſtitute, thruſteth vpon pariſhes ſuch, 
whoſotuer they are, they eannor be refuſed, and may eor otherwiſe de. 
art as they liſt 2 theirs appointeth not onely moe boy- Miniſters, and dumbe 
nor able co barke, then they wot where to beſtow, but alſo many ro- 
hers to in whoſe cure they liſt, our of all order, This ap- 


ug 
inteth every Paſtor to his charge, and by a very good order, none to med- 
le out of his owne charge. oy rity 21 Ft, 4 we are drawne and dri- 
ven to exerciſe themſelues among -themſelues, for the encreaſe of knowledgo, 


and for the confirmation of them in the vndoubred” truth : Theirs appointeth 
at their Lordſhips pleaſure, and their Arch-deacons, their men either to ſay a 


iſh, or go write their fantaſies of ſome Theame giuen them , wherein there is 
much good ſtufte if it were well knowne, or to learne M*. Nowels Catechiſm 
by roat,rather then by reafoh, or if they haue ſome exerciſes of bo; roy 
any where, it is ſo raw,and withovrorder,except perhaps an order not to ah 
againft any of their proceedings, that asgood never a whit as never the bet- 
ter, This ſhewerha right way to reſolue all doubts and queſtions in religion, 
and to pacifie.a!! doubts and controverſies ef the Churches, ro paſſe from one 
or few to moe, and from moe to moe godly and learned, to be decided by 
them according to the truth and word of God : rheirs raiſeth doubts and 
' queſtions inreligion, breedeth troubles and contentions, and will haue 
nothing examined that they doe, but many muſt abide for the pleaſure of ſome 
one of them, and all muſt abide the determination of one: Such Lordſhi 
they claime over the faith of their chriſtian brethren. The Apoſtle renouncing 
it, and acknowledging himfſelfe to be a helper. If they ay Lordſhippe of Bi- 
ſhops is agreeable to the word of God, may ſay againſt them witheur 
much trouble ? yea dare ſay againſt them, yea whar preyaileth it ro ſay a- 
gainſt ther, if they hold to whom it is roo fweer to ſay againſt ir:or if 
my Lords grace, Metropolitan of all England kold, and ſtick faſt in the mat- 
ter ?- for fo it gocth, many muſt ro one, and ſo from one to one till it come to 
the pope of Lambeth,as it was wontin the popiſh Church,clean contrary to the 
courſe of the Scriptures:for there is no more ones but one One,to whom 
all the Church muſt obey, and from him the whole Church hath authority 0- 
ver the members of the ſame : forfo poeth the Scriprures; You have but one 
Maſter,all you are brethren, heare him,and tell the Church: this is the ſcri 
wre. Now except they will follow the Popes rule, and bring the univ 
Church to be bur a particular place, and a particular man in that place: as 
Rome is the place, and the Pope isthe man: or as Canterbuty or Lamberkh 
mightbe the place, and 
ings will notagree. And 
P detings: except they leaue their e, aud ſubmit chemſclues 
o.the Chand of God, to be ordered by the fame, acco to the Word, 
And take them for better, who ſhall *' they 'are none other, bur a remnant of 
Ar.z'chrifts broode, and God amendthem and forgiue them : forelſe they bd 
battell ro Chriſt and his Church, avd it muſt bid the defiance to them till they 
yeeld. And F before the eternall God I rake them fo , and thereafter 
wil I uſe my ſelf in my vocation,& many moe tov,no doubt,which be carctul 


art of one of the Epiſtles without booke, or to turne it out of lattin into Eng--, 


E 2; Car.4+24 


Mar.27. s, 
Ma. 18.17 
Heare him, 


Lords grace the man : the fcri and their do- ad tell the 
his Lorddhip ſhall be a pe,and his confederares the Church. 
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of Gods glory, and>the Churches liberty, will vſe themſclues againft then, 
«he profeſed enemies of the Church of Chriſt, if they proceede' in" this 
courſe,and thus perlecute as oe, add [24.9%] KS 
"LE .W hat ralke they of their being beyond the Seas in Queen Marierdaies, be., 
cauſe ofthe perſecution, when they in Queen Elizabeths'daies arc come home 
- . to raiſe aperſecutien, They boaſt they follow the ſteps of good Mr. Ridly the 
Prrectt'® Martyr : letthem followhim in the good, and not in the (bad. Whar man, 
tied. Maryrorother, isto befollowed in all things, why follow they not M*;Hee« | 
Pr per as well as him, who is a alſo? or Rogtrs, or Bradford, who are Mar- 
The martyrs 5975 alſo > They ſay, All thoſe good men in Queen Maris daics die&for' the 
in O. Ma. book of Commonpraier, butthey ſlander them ; for they. tooke not ſfoflen- 
rob on der a quarrell: they dyed for Gods booke , andfor a true faith grounded 
why they Ypon he ſame. Diversof thoſe Martyrs would'not in King YEdwards daies a- 
hufered. bide all the orders in this booke, bur if they had had fuch a time be. 
| ; ond the Seas in the reformed Churches, ts haue profited and increaſed in 
| hd e of a right reformation as thoſe men-had, it is nor to bee doubted 
bur that they would haue'done better then he promiſed; tharhad rather all Efg- 
land were on a fiſh-poole, then he would be brought to marters far lefle then 
now of his owne accord he wilfully thruſteth himſelfe upon. Why doe they 
not follow the examples which they ſaw beyond the Seas? In which of the 
. Turnino the Reformed Churches ſaw they a Lord Biſhop allowed? or the Canon lawe 
'hb mg om. © dire Church orders ? or will they-tranſlare the booke of Common praier 
we” +25 into Lattin,and their pontificall, and yſe the lattin of the popifh portuis,, ma- 
ad Lo bh nue!, and pontificall in thoſe matters whercin they haue followed thoſe books, 
ſi a. inzs aÞd but tranſlated them out, of Latin, and: will they require and” abide the 
- rraic 1 atin- iudgement of the Reformed Churches concerning the matters? If ey bee 
- try the 29 ſingular, if they meane plainely, let them- doe thus. If- it will abide the 
ut { Sau of *ryall, then ler them vſe it ſtill : they ſhall nor be diſgraced, but we for diſquie- 
> reformed *i"g of them : they haue friends. that will fay for tbem, they are a learned * 
Ch»rche; company, and need notthe help of any other Churches * Then let them ob. 
is 62/98 fer to. defend their courſe by learning ; Let them never. goe over ſex for the 
chew 70 A matter (and yet ſurely I would ſome tooke that tranſlation in hand, and tookse 
' wi 1" ſome paines inthe marter, to procure the iudgement of thoſe reformed Char- 
B ochþ ches) Larter them offer free conference here at home; Nay let them take our 
offer for conference (by writing to avoid much brabble if they will ) and ſhew 
themſciues ready to the ſtate, without cunning praQiſe to ſop it by their friends 
and let vs ioyne, in it freely, and then wee will 'thinke better of them, and 
yeild our ſclues to haue ben deceivedin them-if they deale plainly, ©- Lotd .that 
we were deceived inthem : that they were not wickedly bent ro maintaine that 
which they are entred into, to the great diſquieting of this Church of Chriſt . 
in England, votillthe maſter come, (which they thinke will defer his comming) 
Then& us and diſquietthem whom he findeth like Lordly Epicures, eating and drinking 
» eſocation VB he worldly drunkards, and beating their tellow ſervants. They that are 
perſe tb.y ſay, £29" en, already beggered by chem, and which haue many waies been mo- 
qt OA ' leſted and impriſoned, {ome in the Marſhalſcy, ſome in the white Lyon, ſome 
hy. tar _ inthe Gatchouſe at Weſtminſter,others in the Counter,or in the Clinck; or 
ow” &*- inthe Fleet, or in Bridewell, or in Newgate, they which have theſe many 
fmpies, wayes and rimes been hampered andill handled by them, they illotter therr« 


i 


[clues to allraeizexreamities and therefore put foorth their Lreatilas,becaule 
| l | eacy 


| To the Parliament, 

Becauſe e not how deare fo 
_ oor oe deformed dab a _ 

iprures. , are men-pleaſers : ſurely if 
ra cconoyak - orthem to pleaſe my Lords. They lay they are 
to be ſaid to be in priſon, and that they profit by it, they would nor 
themſelues our of , nor when they are in, to bee ſuch ſuters 
foorth, nor abide to be ſtifeled and choaked wich the each of thopri 
thatis an old ſhift and cunning of the wo_ : 
is the matter. Youpretend a reformation, 
nor will be led by it. 

The ſumme of all therefore is this, chac eicher you of the Parliament muſt 
take order to haue all reformed according to the word of God, whereof already 
you haue hcard a part, and ſhall heare y the reſt by Gods » or 
elſe they to bring reformation to the triall of the word of , and to 
overthrow by the ſame all that wee ſay, and alt that the other of he beft refor- 
med Churches do uſe, Well, they may conferre and yeeld, for never ſhall they 
overthrow the fruth which we utter, and which che reformed Churches do 
practiſe, nor ſhall bee able ro maiptaine their own doings but by cruelty, 
and whar ſuccefſe that hath ever had, iudge ar þ -— Scriptures, and by the Pa- 
piſts experience, For this order of chufing of Miniſters, for their conferences 
and equality therefore, you ſhall proue none to be ſo good as this, which I haue 


it, 


mentioned; nor OH but that this ought to be in a refermed Church. Shall Book of com- 


I examine their other orders, that were infinite ? bur yet for the booke of 91 praxrs 
Common-prayer, which of all other muſt not be touched, becauſe they haus 
pottenthe Srate ſo ro beare it out + Even for the very States fake, for the Prin- 
ces fake, for the Churches ſake, and for conſcience ſake, , hee hath but a bad 
conſcience that in this time will hold his peace, and not Ipeake it for feare of 
knowing that there are ſuch intollerable abuſes in it, as it is plaine 

re are, | 
Firſt I ſay, thatif it were praying, and that there were neveran il] word, 
nor ſentence in all the prayers, yer to appoint it to be uſed, or ſoto uſe itas _ 
Papiſts did their Mattens and Even-ſong, for ſer Service to God, theugh the An imtollers. 
words bee good, the uſe is naught. The words of the firſt after Saint ble abn/e of | 
IJobn be good, but to be pur in a Tabler of gold, for a 9 1 to be prave. 
worne, that uſe is ſuperſtitious and naught, and ſo is the uſe of this ſervice: 
for the order muſt be kept, and thar being done, they haue ſerved God. And 
if they alledge thar that uſe was not meant, and that it is an abuſe, I fay and 
can proyeir, that if it be an abuſe, Ir is ſo ſetled it will not be refo rill 
there be a reformation of prayer. Againe, where learned they to multiply up 
many prayers of one effe&.fo many times, Glory be tothe Father, ſo many times, 
The Lord be with you, ſo many times, Let us pry. Whence learned they all thole 
needleſle o__ Vi irnot the ag der Patri; their Dominns _—_— ann pat, 
their Oremus ? on us, Chri pon. is it not Kyrie Dominns 
eleeſon, Chriſte eleeſon: bole many Puke nofers, why vie they them but as though vobi/cum, 

were at their beads. The words be good, ſo were they when they were Orem. 
- Rs nr wi eathen do, ſaith hee. And then the Colle& for Mary Patey 
£ not Vain” repetitions 45 0, ſai 1 olle r 
day to be uſed at end of Martens, what ſhall I callir — the Epi- Nofters, 

A ſtrange 


le and Goſpell, as they callit. INESIEnR ſuch a peece 


WV 


; forbidden by our Saviour : Tes when yu pray Kyrie leeſon 


worke 2: it is Math,6.7yg 
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Reads fr willuſe it; beGdes I cannot account it praying, as they uſe it com 
prejers 10 monly, but onely reading or faying of yo cven as 2 childe x: learne 
prong. to reade, if his leſſon be a prayer, he readeth a prayer, he doth not prayyeven 
» prajin? ſo is it commonly a ſaying, an reagig proger and not praying , the childe 
may guiſes "7 purreth off his cap as well as the Miniſter. or hah - + jun many guiſes, 
taken vp,and. now to kneele, and now to ſtand, theſe be of courſe, and not of any pricke 
of conſcience, ot ptircingof the heart moſt commonly.  Qne hee kneelerh 
on his knees, and this way he looketh, and that way, hee looketh, another he 
ghen of rea- Kkneeleth himſelfe aſlecpe, another kneeleth with ſuch devotion , thathee is ſo 
' fon, and farre in talke, that he forgetteth to ariſe. rill his knees ake,or his calke endeth, 
| &nowledge or of ſervice is done. And why is all this} bur that. there is no ſuch praying as 
Conſcience. ſhould touch the heart. And therefore another hath ſo little feeling of the 
common prayer, that he brigneth a booke of his own,and though he fir, when 
they fit, ſtand when they ſtand, kneele when they kneele, he may pauſe ſome- 
time alſo, but moſt of all he intendeth his own booke, is this praying: God 
grant ns to feele our lackes better then thus, and to take a better order this 
or prayer, itis and willbe all naught. elſe, Againe the Pſalmes be all read i 
forme of prayer, they be not all prayers, the people ſeldome marke them,an 
" Reading of { ſometime when they marke them, they thipke ſome of them ftrapge geare, 
P/almes. and all forthat they are but onely read; and ſcarle read oftentimes, It is a ve- 
* ry ſimple ſhift that you uſe to ſhiftit with an homily, to expound. darke places 
of Scripture, for they be dark'y. expounded that be expounded, and many 
places more darke then you rehearſe any, which are not once touched. Sim- 
ple and homely geare in divers Homilies there is. There is none other helpe 
Singing of I can tell you, bur pine Preaching which is Gods plaine order, Whar 
chapters. reaſon to fing the , Chapters of Scriptures, and yet fo they may in a plaine 
| - ue. Are allthe prayers that are uſed, agreeable to the Scriptures? to let paſſe 
Law the Benediys, where I would know how I might ſay in my prayer : For thos 
Benediens. childe fhal be called the Prophet of the highc(t + Ang the Magnificat, where I would 
Mama know how any ian, yca, or womaneither, might ſay the tenure af theſe very 
agnificat. ,ords : For bee hath reearded the low degree of his Led, for behold from. bence- 
forth all generations ſhall call me bleſſed * marke this well, and you can neyer an- ' 
{wer it well, but that it is a palpable folly, and yaine praying. To let theſe 
© Anazias, paſle, I would know in what & anonicall Scripture they find this prayer: O all | 
Azarias, yeeWwnkes of the Lord } and what they meane whea they ſay, O Ananias, Azati- 
45, «nd My/ael, praz/e the Lerd 2 which part of prayer.is not according to the 
Scripture, if all the.reſt be, bi x the whole thankes iving is Apocri , and 
yet theſe men thar are named, were then aliue,and {aid itthem(elues,if it were | 
x Pct.4.1x Hrucly theirprayer , and it belongethnot to us to ſpeake to them now, that are 
: dead, and why to them more then tothe Virgin Mary, Peter, or Paul, &c.. Let 
© himthat ſpeaketh, ſpeake as the word of God, ſaith the Apoſtle. With what- truth 
Collefts & can we fay that one Colle& which is appointed tobe ſaid. from. the N aakys or 
the feaſt of New-yeares day? which is, that upon the Nativity day I muſt ſay, That,Chrif 
the Nanuty, vouchſafed this dey to bee bome, and when I reade it another day, I muſt.ſay, Hee 
and whuſun- aſed this day ts be bome, and the next day,againe; This day. Surely. 11ie one 
tide. . _ of thedaies, and ſucha prayer is at Whi untide, appointed. I would know 
A Collett #8 whereupon they ground their Colle& appointed for - 4 It of S. Bartholo.. 
Bettholomety mew (for we have. Saints and Angels, and All-hallowes ſervice, which the fir 


dp. Treatiles peake of) I would I fiy know whereon they ground that ColleRf 


"wherein 


65x Wee © | 
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wherein they pray that they may follow Bartholomewes Sermons, ſeeing there is 
aever a'Sermon of his ns &5 Td fo we ſhall follow we wot not what? ar that 
they pray that the Church may Preach as he did, when as they neither haue his 
wary hor Te Church may Preach, but the Miniſters of the 
onely. Is this praying? God forgiue us it is a wicked pratling. B : 
what Scriptures haue they Lent ſervice : Klbwedneſday fervicet three Col. wha 
leQs for that day? There is alſo * a Fogg 2g 2) Arca upon great 12 4 ſh weduel: 
for, if that be well marked, which the Prieſt (foriooth) muſt fay at the en- day, &c 
trance into the matter , that is : what a peece of * diſcipline. was in former 4": 
times kept about the oy time of Lent, which untill it be reſtored, would be , ; 
ſupplyed with this 1ewiſh order. Burt what place of Scriptuce doth induce & yy,,, 27; 
them to reduce this ceremony ? or what place of Scripture would warrantſuch ,, . * ** 
a peece of pay as there they ſeeme very deſirous to haue reſtored ? as © © 
who ſhould fy uck devices of obleryances for daies and times were profita- + (, 4.9 
ble or ſufferable in Chriſts Church, Letthem endeyour to: commend God ,, © 
his Diſcipline, which ſhould be all the daies and times of our life exerciſed  *' 
in Chriſts Church ; let them require that, I would know what there is in 
Athanaſius Creed, that that muſt be upon high daies (as they terme them) rather Athanafing 
then the Apoſtles Creed > I would know why Venite may not ſerue at Eaſter, Creed, 
as itmuſt all che yeare afore, and after follow Domine latja? it is ſurely a ſtrange Vibe 
thing to ſec the fanſies thatthis booke is full of; I overpaſle the dry Commu- 
nion (2s they call ir) the Epiſtle, the Goſpell, the Offertory, and becauſe they 
have in the former Treatiſes touched many things of the Sacraments, of Ma- 
trimonie, of - Es mg Us ky reſt. I the more pillegy wr pu 
many thinps elle, ſaying ſhort t the Sacramevts are wickedly miangled a 
prophaned. Bur as for 77a” Inrre hay as it hath no ground wr; the Scrip- Confirmation 
cares at all,ſo I wauld haue their prayer marked, how they reckon up the ſeven- 
fold graces as the Papiſts did, neither more nor leſle, where they haue, one 
$5 morethen the xx of Eſay hath, which they allude voto. And againe, they 
ue farre fewer then are mentionedin the reſt of the Scriptures. Lord, to ſee _. | 
theſe 'ay folies, may not this book be altered neither in matter nor manner? A mannerly 
Surely, then haue you a mannerly ſort of Miniſters that ſtraine curtefie to for- ſort of Mi= 
beare to lie, and to forbeare ſuperſtition, -wheothey ſeeme ro preſent them- T9 
ſelues before the Lord, which can worſe like ſuch ſervice then you can to for- lerem.6.16 
beare ;4 : ran thus jorg?- further examined the orders that theſe ny in x gs G I'9s 
rayer, de the generall obſervation , that allow pr in i emTo 
Slarh without a $erivbin whichis ri ibis in Churches ene. 
ould the word of Cod thus negligently, thus fantaſtically , Ls hanely and 
heatheniſhly be Preached? or Sacraments bee ſo wi , without 
Examination at the Supper, orfincerity in Baptiſme, bee ſo (I ſay) wickedly 
miniſtred > would prayers be made either that were fo fooliſh, or ſo ſuperſti 
tious, or ſo falſe, or the beſt of them ſo undeuomely, it there were fuch right 
orders as were ia the Churches planted by the Apoſilcs, as is in the beſt refor- 
med Churches, and ought to be in ours? What theſe men be, and will 
be raken ſo learned, ſo right, that they need learne of noneother, _—_— 
LHeir orders? do they not maintaine 2 do they not perſecure them + 
ake againſt them ? and yer I pray you are they not faelkg novght þ yea, am 
©. are wht} of them, go oor their beg 0A PIEG gy oe 
| ir ryranny, but for flat herekie in the Sacraments; —_—_— 
_ I 2  petted 


_—_, 


| pe&ed of the herefie of Pelagins. For the firſt, that is concgrni 


e%-* I I | 
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the Sacra: 
| themſelutf, men, the Biſhops are notoriouſly known whick erre in it , IS free-will, 
ſome of them not evely they are ſuſpeRted, but others alſo. And indeed the booke of the Ar- 
in hereſies, & cicles of Chriſtian Religion ſpeaketh very agerouny of falling from 
yrue ſ#ſpec- yhich is to be reformed, becauſe it roo much enclineth to their errour; 


- /  thingsthere are maintained by ſome of them whichare not agreeable with the 
The booke of Scripture ; Namely, the falſe iorerpretation of this clauſe in our Creede (Hee 
Anicles of cended into bell) which is expreſly ſer down contrary to the Scriptures, in the 
Religion reed made in __ in apy werds : His ſpint oe os __ 4 the 
» * lower parts, tot in darkeneſſe were the true vr hearts. 1 

"The Creed cap teal oy. o_ 0.1 rs , then Lino Fawn, 2 m_ ay 
wm ment. Pyrpatory will be found our there. And yer this mu privileaged, vers 
The bumble (cy like: 


ke matters, diſaerceing with the Scriptures, as in the humble ſuite of a 
ſte of a ſin= Gnner it is ſaid, That the Saints and Angels ſte Chriſfts bloudy wounds, as yet ; and in 
mer. theirlaft great Bible in the firſt Edition of it, ſuch a fight of blaſphemous pi- 
The laſt great Aures of God the Father, as what they deſerne for it, I will referre them t9 
bible. none other judge then their own note upon the 15 verſe of the fourth of Dew« 
feronomie, Wee held I wot not what herefies that ſpeake apainſt theirpride and 
traditions, . but they that expreſly (| and do againſt the Scriptares, hold no- 
 2a2.23:24 thing [ trow but verities. Bur lee theſe guides weigh the Scripture, which faith, 

0:23:24 you firdine a gncs and foallaw down « Camel. 

Well now, ſeeing we haue thus far weighed, partly Gods orders for the mi. 
niſters eleQion ,. for their exerciſes , for Keir equalitie , that it is better 

then our L. Biſhops, for the continuing of ſound religion , and that the order 

of Biſhops is contrary to the Scriptures , and that they make and maintaine 

' with cruelty againſt the Scriptures many wicked orders, let ys now come to the 

, * ether part, which is of the gouernment of the Church, to ſee how that ſtan- 
. dethbytheScri . I have already made mention of a Conſfiftorie, which 
were to be had in every congregation, That conſiſteth firſt of the miniſters 
| of the fame congregation, as the guides and. mouth ofthe reſt, todire@ them 
| na ©) the (criptures, and to ſpeake at their appointment, that which ſhall be con- 
fer: ſaſtmit. (ried vpon amongſt them "096 of their giftes, and place amongſt them, 
Who the Af- which makeththem more fit for thoſe purpoles. The aſſiſtants are they , whom 
 Sflants theparifh ſhall conſent vpoen and chuſe, for their iudgement in reli- 
muſt bee. gion and godlinefſe, which they know they be of, aire they are meete fot 
thar office _ the aduiſe of their miniſters therein cheefely , and having 

ho af 22 cyetoapre cript forme drawn out of the Scriptures, at the appointment 
How the Aſ- of the Prince and ſtate, by the godly learned men of this realme , becauſe of 
L weſt the rawnefſe of this people yet, and alſo .vling earneſt prayers, with 
cho/en. =_ , as in ef. ov role miniſter, and hauing made their choiſe 
ter, they ſhall publiſh their agreement in their pariſh, and after a ſermon 
Wherefore by their Lhort by at their appointment , and n their conſent the miniſter 
this Cenſs/e- may lay his hands n every of them, to teſtifie to them their admiſſion. 
Lu T his confiftorie is for that onely congregation, and muſt do that which they 
do jointly in any common cauſe of the Church. And theſe are to employ 

$12 nſclues and to be —_— by that congrepation , vpon the neceſlary vr- 
246h.10 t affaires of the ſame Church, Theſe are they in that Church to whom our | 
an, * Saviour commandeth them that haue twiſe, or oftner idmoniſhed an offeqder, 
Po and he heareth them got, to viter ſuch an offender ; when he ſaith, T I the 
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Chirch Theſe are they, whoſe lat aimonition he of chat Church,or they which 
chey,chat ſhall 


I 


not, ſhall be taken as a publicane or heathen, Theſe are 
niſh all ſuck in. that ion, as they know to live with offence to 
the Church, or as be pre to them , by good teſtimonie of their offence 
' commirted. Theſe be they, which ſhall excommunicate the ftubborne, making 
the whole Church priuie to their doings,and ſhall vpon repentance,take order 
for the receiving ſuch an one in again, making open profeſſion of his or their 
xepentance, to the ſatisfying of the Congregation, Yer euer ſo muſt they ex- , ofthe 
Communicate, and receiue the excommunicate in'againe, that they require the while con- 
aſlent of their whole coogragation, ſhewing the greeuouſneſle of his fa, and ,j,otimn. 
how of haue proceeded with him by admonition, and his contempt , which &'S 
they ſhall do , both. becauſe their vprighe dealing may appeare to the whole 
Church, and becauſe they may not viurpe authoritie ouer the whole Church 
whereby we might caſte ourthe tyrannie of the Biſhops, and bring in a new 
eyranie of theirs, who are appointed by good order, to hane the examination of 
matters, 2nd the reſt of dealing, in the nanie of the whole co tion. Ne- 
uertheleffe, what they do well, the covgregation cannot alter,neither ſha!l the 
Congregation put them, or any of them out, butypon iuſt cauſe proud, either 
$n that conſiſtorie , or In ſome one of the counſels, and the caufe accepted for 
{afficient, Nejther may they , or any of them leaue to deale in that turne, ex- 
cept they can ſhew good cauſe to that confiſtorie , and it to be approued by 
CIT = foes »: _ —_ pogo arms For nei. 
er muſt | e brought into ſuſpition , no: not liphty caſt 
of ſo waighty a calling ,. and funQtion of fuch im ST no more il the RG of 
miniſters may. They alſo ſhall examine all diſordered ceremonies vſed in iſordr 
lace of prayer, and aboliſh thoſe which they fiod euill, or voprofitable , and 70G. 
riog in ſue _— _ Hs on - _ yu _ fo _—_ few, 
and apparant, nece r ing, and prohte an ent order:proo- 
wing 7 lainely to the wits Church os itis f - And in like forr ſhall they Neceſſer 
ſuffer no lewd cuſtomes to remaine in their pariſh , either in games, or other- 7 
wiſe, but hauing conferred of ſuch things amongſt themſelues, then ſhall ad flomes 
moniſh him or brotherly, that he or they, vſe them not any more, as vn- 7 
ſeeming to Chriſtian men to vie the like, or if they be common, they ſhall gue 
open admonition,and it ſhall be left. In all theſe things, & in all things of the They may 
hurch, they ſhall not meddle with the civil magiſtrates office , nor with any #0! meddle 
ether puniſhment but admonition, and excommunication of the obſtinate. with the 6+ | 
Yet this they muſt doe, that hee which bath lived with offence to that con- ll 
gregation alchough he hath ſuffred the puniſhment of the law for his offence frates 
azainft it , yet be ſhall by them be admoniſhed, to ſaticfie the Ip 
to whom he hath g1 $ for ex- 


offence, and amongſt whom he dwelleth. vi 
ample: he tharhath vſarie prooued againſt him , ſo that he looſe his principal "Þ 
for taking aboue ten in the hundred, yer ſhall he alfo for committing fo hai. - 
nous offence God , and his Chyrch, to the my illexample of ochers, 
not be allowed to the Sacraments, vntill he _ him pſt ger =_ oo 
fault, and to ſatisfie the Congregation fo offended by him. 
receiue the informations of the Deacons, for the releefe ofthe poore, and their Inornatis 


ONES and 
ounts for that which ſhall lay out that way , and of their diligence in ©24 0c0nwy 
viſiting them, that the po. 9 may by the Conſiſtorie be certified of all _=_ Da. 
Gigs concerning the pore, both that there af bane according'y , **e 


aa. a 


s 


A ſecond. Admonitton 


may be well busbanded,and oo pn may 
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60 
and that the prouifion made, 
Deacons be vilited, comforted, and releeued according ro their | : 
, ' or more of theſe aſliſtants, with one of the miniſters ;and-a Deacon' or Dea- 
repaire to.the 4.11. (hall be thoſe; that ſhall at their Churches charges meete ar the prouincis 
 Commſels for 11 Councehor national, if there be any buſinefſe that concerneth their Church, 
the Churc Eſpecially, one of the midiſters ſhall not faile, and one of theſe aſliſtance, ro 
affairs, be parties in any generall cauſe of all the Churches that may be dealt in there, 
whether it be concerning do@trine, or manners, Now a word or two of Ex- 
communication,and Deacons, becauſe I haue made mention of them, 8 then 1 

will ſhew ypon what ſcriptures theſe orders are grounded, and compare them 
- with thoſe which we vſe,and ſome certaine matters incident totheſe, and then 
Of excom- qraw to an end by Gods grace. Excommunication may not be yſed, but after 
$1n1catlon. ſundry brotherly and ſharpe admonitions too,and great occaſions, oftences,and 
contempts ſhewed as the {cripture is plaine. And in theſe caſes they are by the 

5 erſans, aud order afore,not ſhut out of the Church doores , but out of the 
Shutting 088 Church of God,and communion and fellowſhip of the Saints, they are deliue- 
of rhe red to Sathan,and to be eſteemed, & to be no more taken for Chriſtian men, 
Church doe. cill they repent, then Heathens or Turks are, ſaue that, as they may be allowed, 
| yea & procured if it may be,to come to heare ſermons, ſo alſo they may be con- 
ferred with by the brethren, to bring them to repentance. But they ſhall not be 
allowed to the ſacrament, the pledge of Chriſt his league with his Church, vntil 
by repentance they may be admitted as afore is ſaid, into the fellowſhip of the 

; Church againe. N either ſhall any brother, or faſter, vie his or their companie, 
but to admoniſh them, and exhort them to repentance,'or as he or ſhe may the 
heathens companie, for their neceſlarie affaires in the 'world, as they may haue 

| dealing together : or as a wife, which may not depart-from her husband if he 
| z.C8f.5.9. will abide with her, and yet ſhee may be admitted tothe fellowſhip of the 
\ , _ TOs congregation, if ſhee contemne notahe doing of the Church ,' but do her vt- 
L C0f.7.13 termoſt to call her huſband home. In like cale,if it werethe wife that were ex- 


V3J- communicated, he ſhould be admited, and nor ſhe. Shortly ro fay : Excommu- 

No puniſh- nication is a fearetull thing: as it is preſcribed by the Scriptures, and ufed by 

meut ſo gre> the Churches of Chriſt reformed accordingly. Ne'puniſhmenr to it in this 

| - vous in this world, but onely hell eternally : for he that is in it, either ke hath his" conſci. 
- world 45 W&- enceſecred with a ho:e iron, I meane it is brawned, and he hath'no feeli 

__ ( or elſe he cannot be without a hell in his conſcience : for he is out of the fe 

/ Bon. lowſhip of the Saints, he cannot claime to be of Chrifts Body, nor that his 

_ _ = Some 6 promiſes and mercy belong to hira, it he ſeek notro be cava by repentance 

ment into the Congregation of Chriſt againe, nor he may nor haue that comfor- 

mui! bee prc< ble pledge of Chriſt his Supper in truition with the Church, cill his repentance 

wded by the be accepted by that Church. 'Neicher may any "other Church receive him till 

Cine Ma. hee haue ſatisfied that Church : but the Miniſter and Conſiftory of that 

iftratefor Church whereto he newly repaireth, ſhail enquire from whence he came, and 

ch 4 Cc haue teſtimony from thence, and not admit him no more then the othef 

mue ex= = Church : or if otherwiſe, to an{wer it at ſome Confercace, or Conncell Pro- 

commun(& vinciall or National!, And befide, the Civill Mapiftrate (the nurſe and Foſter- 

tiom-but” father of the Church) ſhalldo well-to prouide {ome iſhment for 


$6. thoſe that contemne this cenfure and di cipline of 'the Ch eons doubt it 


"« is'inthe degree of blaſphemie, of 2 Heathen our Saviour faith; ther renout- 
guſicayt.” ceth God and Clit, and thus much of thit, | "48 
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- A-Deacon is an officer of the Church for the behoofe of the poore; choſen V1 £ 
to-this office by the Congregation, by ſach meanes as afore is preſcribed in Cong = 
the choice of Elders, by advice and conſent, being a noted man for podly iudge.. ***S: Fo 
ment,and faithfulneſle, as iris plaine one of the $ thar ſuch an one 
ſhould be. His office is to'vifite the poore indeed, to looke dili whar 
they lack, and how many they be, and what be their names, and to certifie the 
Conſiſtory: or ſuch anumber in one pariſh they may be, that they ſhall need 
a generall cootribution, and then the Deacon or Deacons with thoſe of the 
Confiſtory afore-named, may certefie the Covricell Provinciall, that a provi- 
fon may be levied-for the ſuſtentation of thoſe poore, which prouiſion ſhall 
be delivered into' theſe Deacons hands, to be diſtributed and turned to the be. 
hoofe of that poore,and to giue an accountof that they diſtribute, and the reſt 
Mm their hands to their owne Confiſtory , for that which is colle&ed there; or AE 
they, and thoſe of the Confiſtory as afore, to certefic it ro the Councell pro. 
vinciall,for the generall contribution, how it is truly imployed. This othce 
bowfoever Papiſtry hath-converted it or perverted it, is an office needfull, and 
commanded to the Church of Cod, vſed by the ' Iewes before the comming Luke. 27. 4 
of Chriſt, Chriſt himſelfe vſing in his ſmall company to haue one ro beare lob. 13.29» 
proviſion for the poore : the Apoſtles tooke it vp in the Church of Teruſalem, 
The Apoſtle Paxtnot onely maketh mention of that office to the Romans, 
ſhewing thereby thatit was there;but he and Timothy ſalureth thera, writing ro 
the Phillippians, ſhewing thereby that they were of greataccompt. And wri- 
ting to- Timothy, he preſcribeth their eleQtion what it ſhould be, to dire&t not pj.r.x, 
onely the choice of them, but to commend the vſe of them to the Church. , 7; .. g, 
And therefore ſuch there'muſt be procured inthis Engliſh Church, asat this 
day there is in Reformed Churches. 

Now to let paſſe the order of Deacons at this day having no ground our of 
the ſcriptures, bur fooliſh, and according to the popiſh Canons, whereby they _ 
may as well make them the-Biſhops guard, to defend him when hee preacherh, 
as itn thoſe Canons they are, andthe eie of the Biſhop to Jooke about many 
things touching his-.perſon , as thus imploy them. To ler paſſe to ſpeake 
thereof, ſeeing it is noted inthe former Treatiſes, thus I = further, that this 


As 6.13, 


is 'Gods order for the poore, and none that will fit it ſo w 
- Surely God be charkibld for that care which you have had this Parliament of _ wo 
the poore, and of the ſuppreſſing of idle and wicked yagabonds, being in fo 


good a way, it may be eafie to praftiſe this way, to fortefie by law this courſe REO 
of the ſcriptures for the poores proviſion, and ro continue that other branch 
flll,for the ſuppreſling of idle and wicked vagabonds. For as touching the 
ore, which are poore indeed, they muſt haue fur rovifion, &further com- 
rt, then indeed can be procured by this ſtatute. ' For befides the naming and 
knowing of them, they are potenioyned to viſit and comfort them, whereby 
they might be provoked to godlinefſe, they may ſeeke and waite for their 
proviſion, and peradverifiire have many a hard word to greeue them with, and 
no chriſtian conſolation, and they may lack many things which they ought to 
baue. And:theſe Colletors ſhall be ſubie ro the confiſtory, and Con 
$00; to giue accompr not onely of the fumes colle ed, bur alſo whether t | 
haue viſited the pore. and comforted them. For in the Primitive Church,there .,,  . 
was ſuch care had ef the pore, that there were alſo widows appointed and main- | Tim.s 
tained, char ſhould waſh, picke, and keepe the things about the PEIOINS mad ** 
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cleane, "and intend them for their neceflaries, that ſhould entertaine the 
rangers char'travailed, and were driven from place to place for their con. 
-. ſcience, and were not ſufficient to maintaine their own charges, to entertaine 
8 them I fay,to bath and waſh their feet, ſfurbated with uy" try to intend tg 
As miniſterto them, the neceſſaries there provided by that C for that vie, 
O godly care,and very Chriſtian cuſtome, 1would we would in ſome part 
in tis our great wealth and abundance, reſemble the care for the poore ( our 
\ ewne brethren, our own fleſh) which the poore Churches had in the time of 
their owne trouble, for the poore that;then were amongſt them, and repaired 
from _ laces to om we ſhould not ms thus i ken 
ne by law to twe are rated at, but we would willing out 
o—_— Tt ftraine our ſelues far, rather then either they of our owne 
, Or yet the afflited Churches of the 


- Pare _ 


our _— yea,an 
pariſhes ſhould lack any thi x 
which are amongſt us from France, Flanders, Italy, Spaine, or any other 
pit- ſhould be deſtitute or kck any thing for their comfort. And yet(God Know- 
eth) moſt vnchriſtianly and wickedly, many of vs cry out againſt poore ftran« 


tzed. 


rs, as though wee neuer had beene ſtrangers, nor were ever releeued by 
them, or that we were not all of one body. Thanks be given to God forthe 
Q ueenes maieſtie, and the Councell, and the reft of the honourable, wor- 
hipfull, and others, by whoſe meanes they are heere ſupported and maintained. 
And I am ſure of it, wee all fare the better for it at Gods hands, And I be. 
ſeech the whole State, and beſcech God thatthe whole State may bend them- 
. # Flues to hauc more and more care forthe godly ftrangers thatare of the chur- 
ches indeed, and not to be preeved that they are ſo , but topitry their 
preſent perſecution,and to comfortthem, For the other {wine thatare not of 
. the Churches, I pray God they may finde little favour, except they repent and 
ioynethemſelues to the Churches, 
Thus much alſo ef the Deacons, This order ofthe Church government, is 
» Math rg, £rounded vpon that ſaying ofour Sauiour, * Tell the Church, wherein it is cer- 
9. * * rainehe alludethtothe Confiſtorie of the Iewes; and the ſcriptures that di- 
— oF YraY reQ their goverament. And it is ſo certainethat ſuch a confiſtorie had, 
Dent. 32.9, 229 ſuch Elders, as it ſhall not need further to examine thoſe ſcriptures, but to 
2. Cino.1g, <2merto the praQtiſe of the Apoſtles, and the Churches planted by them. The 
* ©  Apoſtlenoteththarthere are in the Church bearing office, and ruling, which 
$ wdrinm, {ould be had in eſtimagion for their office, two ſorts of Elders and rulers, 
Mars. 25, Whereof the one ſort alſo ruleth,bur they labour in the word and do@rrine too, 
1 Tim.5.17 and their office js cy He diſtinguiſheth them to the Corinthes,the 
i.Con.12 Teachers and the Governors, becauſe all Governours are not Teachers, but be» 
28 * Cauſe all Teachers are Governours, as to Ti before is ſaid, fo to the Ro- 
Rom.12.6, 2205, deviding the offices of the Church into two ſorts; Government and 
-'3, - Miniſtringtothepoore. To the firſt off e: he aſligneth, DoRors, Paſtors, and 
wh, Gove: aours, calling them by theſe names, Teachers, Exhorters, and Rulers, 
and to the ſecond office he aſi Deacons, and Widowes, calling the firſt 
thoſe that Miniſter, andthe widowes thoſe that ſhew mercy. Of the widows 
ang {ay no further, but ypea like occafion it is Gods order: Butfor the 0+ 
nt —_ muſt bee in all well ordered Churches of Chriſtians, The 
AR. 24.2;. Apo Ag and Barnabas ſer ſuch orders in the Churches which they planted. 
Aft.20,r7 It was fo in the Chuiches of Rome, of Corinth, of Epheſus. An order is {ct 


' downe what men they muſt be, how they areto be choſen, the Miniſters. the 
Affitane 
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Aſſiſtants, the Deacons, yea and the widows, is declared in the As of the * 
Apoſtles, and tbe Epiſtle to Timothy, as afore is noted . How they are to pro- 
—_—_— offenders,is declared by our Sauiour, and praftiſed amongſt the Math, r@; 
Theflalenians,and the Corinthians, and likewiſe of the receiving againe of 15-16. 17. 
an excommunicate perſon, and how they ſhould yſe him while be abideth ex- 2+ Theſ. 3+ 
communicated. And the ordering of things comely, and removing abuſes, cve- 14-15. 
ry one to keepe himſelte within his vocation, ſo. plaine the places bee that it 1+ Cor.5. 40 
needeth no more, bur thatit would pleaſe you to reade them, and weigh them. 5 - 
And in like ſort for conferences and Councels to deale for the ſtay of the 2.Cor.2.7. 
Churches intrue doQrine, and in godly order and quietnefle, to the Corinths 8. * 
it is plaine, andthe Councell at Ieruſalem, wherein is dealt for all thoſe cau- T.Cmn.ir., 
ſes of the Churches at once. The perſons that were ſent to the Councell, the 16. 
perſons that chiefely dealt, and how, and the generall conſent of the Apoſtles, 1.Cor. 14, 
Elders, and brethren, would be well obſcrued, #8 giving great light for many 40+ 
purpoſes, Wel,now who are our doers in this Church goyvernmEtthow are they At, IF» 
choſen ? what cauſes doe they deale in? and how doe hos deale ? In every pa- ” | 
diſh a Confiſtory there is not, nor in every great Town containing many pari- 
ſhes, nor in euery ſhire, butonely one in a Dioceſle, 'which containeth divers what order 
ſhires. I may peradventure be deceived, for there may be ſo many in a Dio- We haue,and 
celle,as there are Arch-deaconries, beſides the great Conſiſtory of the Biſhop, hat onr 
or his ſubſtitute the Chancellor, for they ſay the Archdeacon, or his ſubſtitute bizh Prelates 
the. Official, may viſite oftner then the Biſhop, and keep Courts oftner then May doe by 
the Chancellor, and there are in ſome Dioceſles divers Archdeacons. But their Canon 
what of all this?whence haue they their authority? who called them?whar cauſes law, and 
deale they in ? and how ? of God they baue not their authority, they hold it b comm: .0ug 
the Canon law, and by the Biſhop. And ſome of them pay the Biſhop 
well for it, they ſay. And ſo they ſay that C hancellors eden are ſo gainctull, 
that ſome of chem are in fee with their Biſhops for them , yea, they ſay ſome 
Biſhops haue payed for their Biſhoprickes otherwaies , though not to the 
Queene,and of them haue large fees going our of their Biſhoprickes, to their 
friends thatholpe them to their preferments. Theſe are not;rightly called. 
And whereas there isa Statute 'to avouch this calling and authority that the 
Biſhops uſurp, the Statute may make itgood by law to hold ſuch titles and dig- 
nities, but not before God. I haue ſpoken of it before, and ſeeing Miniſters 
mit be equall, and the order muſt be that ſome muſt be governed by all, and 
notall by ſome in the Church government, then the e argument is of Biſhop in 
force againſt Archdeacons, and kf ſuck high Prelates, which is againſt Lorg 5 - 
Biſhops, Lord Biſhops (1 fay) for the name Biſhop isnor the name of a Lord, drach 
burof a painefull Miniſter, and Paſtor, or Teacher : and yet indeed in Eng- ofa 
land every Biſhop isa Lord. I know the commer people would maryell, yea 
and ioly wiſe men too, if they heard their Paſtor ſay, I am your Biſhop : a Her. bus in 
Biſhop on Gods name , when werc you made Lord, and fo take him to bee —— 
roud ; for no man is a Biſhop here, bur he is alſo a Lord, which thing ;1 fay, £2 Tak 
Cot I doe not meane that the'Scriptureallowethoot 2 Biſhop, but not a | at alt, 
Lord. Biſhop. - A Biſhop, or Oveefeer,or Paſtor, and Teacher in every con- L 
egation the Scripture doth allow,, and him or them to be the principal of 
Conliſtory of rheir Congregation it doth allow, bur this high Prelacie it 
alloweth not, but forbiddeth it veterly. 
«1, Now then ſeeing they haue no lawfull calling, how can they deale in any 
Go" x caules 
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' dyof that law is infinite, becauſe the cauſes are infinite, one I trow engende: 
ring an other, and ſo ſurely aregthe delaies and fees of that Court infinite, 
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cauſes lawfully? bat yet they doe deale; though notla hefore Cod, and 
thatin _ tag _ the ProQors an pr mes law, ſay the ftu- 


"They haue to examine all tranſgreſſions aovainſt the book-of Common praierz 
the InjunRions, the Aduertiſements, the Canons, the Metropolitical Articles; 
the Biſhops Articles of the Dioceſle, all the ſpiriruall cauſes (as they call them) 
of the whole Diocefle, or erery Archdeacon of his circuit, and the Arch bi. 
ſhop of his Province, and the Arches of the whole Realme, and forcertaine 


* - Cauſes, The Prerogatiue court of my Lords grace of Canterbury , is oyer the 


realmealſo. Alſo of ſpirituall, yea and many carnall canſes alſo, and that fo 
handled, that it would greeue a chaſte eare to heare the bawdy pleading of ma= 
ny proors and Doors in thoſe Courts, and the Sumners, yea and Regiſters 
themſelues, M*, Archdeacon, and Ms, Chancellor, are even faine to laugh it our 
many times,when they can keep their countenance no longer. An .unchaſte 
kind of pleading of uachaſte,matters, They haue much a do in mariage matters, 
when folk may not marry : whatdegrees may not marry,and much more ado 
about divercements, then either God or equityWonld, reſtraining both parties 
from marriage, as long as they both are aliue together, rk 
Beſides, they haue the tria!l of titles to benefices, and triall of tithes, and 
xiall of Teſtaments, and by their high Commiſſion they may doe many moe 


_ thingy, and vſe other then ſpirituall coertion (as __ it) they may doe what 


they will ſaving life, (I thinke) beate, priſon, puniſh by the purſe, baniſh, and 
I wot not what? All Parſons, Vicars and Curates, all church wardens, all Side- 


dement, They may command al! M aiors, Bayliffes, Conſtables, and ſuch like 


laye ſcope men, {worne-men,and many forſworne,and all pariſhes are at-their commar- 


officers, All priſonsare open to them, all Iavlors obey them, receiue their pri- 
ſoners, and hamper them as they enioyne them. They haue good - cauſes and 
' bad broughthctore chem, and pnniſh both ſometimes, but the worſt ſeldomeft 
and leaſt. and the beft ofreneſtand moſt. Many of their cauſes, and much 
ef their dealings are declared in the former Treatiſes, therefore I will be but 
briefe, Andthus T ſay, that neither they,nor any order we hauc in England this 
- way doth, or cando that, which onely Gedsorder can do, and was appointed 
to doe. Neither their Provincials,nox the'wholecourſe of their Canon lawe; 
nor their Articles, nor Commiſſions, can rightly o:der Chrifts Church, nor 
any ſtatute auaileth thereunto but onely that law, which bindeth- the whole land 
to Gods orders for the governing of his Chnrch. And | therefore to make 
Jawes it availeth nor, ſaue m-ere civill, as in this caſe (which they count ſpiri- 
tual) forthe proviſion of che miniſtery, and a law to ftabliſh aright reforma- 
mation,drawne out of the {criptures. I wou!d: leaue ro ſpeake any further of 


 Connocation their Convocation houſe, becauſe the force of ir dependeth upor- the other 


hon/e, 


houſes of Parliament, and my Lords thc Bilhops pleaſures, for nothing they 
doe but for a faſhion, vnrill they come to the ſubfidy, and they haue had p 


devices to ſtop their doing, they haue had an order ere now to ſpeake nothi 
bur lartin, weeds way for many to tell but ſhert ale Os "po 


me. 


But yet among abuſes of theſe Cleavie men, this is a great one,tht whole 
uſe is a fron: abuſe, bur the polling of their Cleargie for their Clarkes fees 
us chufing oz their Glackes may bee pumbred among ”_ 


/ 


To the Paliantnt, _—O 


ther eadrmiee flowing none other order but forthe fac of 4 thing 


fayi orelſe he will kno : and yet 
ic ſhall be as he will when all is done ; for either his Arch denrel Qha hon: 
one roome to beare his charges withall, which otherwiſe muſt be chere Ex 


O flicio, and ſo beare his own charges, or ſome other of his friends ſhall haue 

' that roome. and his Chancellour ſhall haue the other to pleaſure him with,not 

for any pleaſure commonly that the Chancelleur can do in this houſe, who can 

ſcarſe ſay (as they ſay) ſhueto a gooſe, and if they had need of a Divines an- Clakl dj. 
{wer of bim, being moſt commonly a dodging Cancniſt , and ſometime a wines, 
Do@or: But when he is beſt, beſt is too bad. Thus I ſay, for this matter the 

Biſhop dealeth, or to beſtow it upon his Chaplaine, which ſhall wait at the 

—_— oratthe bridle, to buy him a new gown, or ſomewhat with, bur as 

uohit tor the houſe as the former commonly, bur the Biſhep will haue the ap- 

pointing of both roomes. O the tyranny thatthey uſe many, many waies. 

\ I haue thus briefly as I could, and handling matters as I ought, paſſed 

through many abuſes in the Miniſtery and governement of the Church of 

Chriſt in England, and Þ haue according to my poore talent declared, e 

ſhould be the ſtate of a well ordered and refo Church, How many ſorts 

of Minifters, how they ſhould be called to the funion, what their office is, 

whart order ſhould be amongſt them , what meetings and conferences there 
ſhould be for the continuing of true Religion, and for them to encreaſe in 
knowledge by. And in like fort I haue waded in declaring what O flicers 

there ſhould be in the goyernement, what ſtroke they may beare, ſo it be by 

the Congregation; what a Conſiltory is, what Excommunication is, what y-- 
viſion there ſhould be made for the poore, what the Deacons office is, and of 


all other orders of the Confiſtory, which it pleaſed God that I had in minde, 
and thought moſt profirable to unter, Tt remaineth for me now to returne 


C 


aine to the Srate, tothe Queenes moſt excellent Maieſty , the honourable 
ounſellours, all the Nobilitie, and all the Worſhipfull Commons of this 
Realme. And I kumbly beſeech her Maieſty in principall, to vouckſafe the A ppealeh 
A us, and like as we make our appeale for the L. Biſhops to bee up- 
rightly heard, what may be ſaid of our parts further and more throughly, in this 
matter of Gods, by divers of no ſmall learning and iudgement, and integriry 
of life, ſo it will pleaſe her Maieſty, and youall, heerein to accept ourappeale 
that notonely we may not thus be oppreſſed, and wrung as we are, againſt all Vroent C4 
uitie and conſcience, but alſo that Gods cauſe ſhould nor beeſo rroden (4, 
under foore, the benefite of his Church lo linle Sw" , fuch _—_ con- 
tentions raiſed up, and not pacified, ſuch greeving of godly mens conlciences 
and they not releeved : In ſo quiet a raigne of our Soveraigne, that Papiſts 
for pitty are not much diſquieted , and yet there ſhould be a cution af 
oore Chriſtians, and the profeſſors of the Goſpell not ſuffered, not farre un- x71, 
ike to the fixe Articles which crafry heads deviſed, and brought the King her 4,1;c1.. 
noble father unto, as they would do her Maieſty now. That we ſhould haue 
Gods cauſe by us truely and faithfully propounded, and by others wickedly 


oppugned, and withſtopd, 4nd yer it may not by us againe be maintained | - 


without great perill, | e's | 
; Webeſcech you to pirty this caſe, and to provide forit: it is the caſe alrea- 
dy of many a thouſand inthis Land, yea, it is the caſe of as many as ſeek rhe 


Led aright, and defire to haue his own A a fea age 6 
No þ 4 % Cc g 


$. 


— 


The Ma - 
- 19a. Fl 


mand the 
Laves we 
fo, 


ay 


- Jouro ſuffer, and tv procitte it to be further diſcuſſed by-free confereupeamnong 
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| eomedf it; if ifbe not provided for; even the ſane God that hath fitred 
"a man unknown to ſpeake, _—_ w_ ore men which are locked 
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ro ſpeake; coyote ſtir yy On 
we 


New-pate, neither do, nor can re 
as yet unknown, though I were known, and a hundred more, 


and ſpeake inthe matter. Except you will profeſſe' to perſecure us (which we: 


Hope her Maieſty of herwonted rare clemency, will not ſuffer, though no 


| doubt ſhe ſhall be by many oa 61 one ſolicited, and in manner forced) our 


ly beſeech you if by theſe bookes 


cauſe unheard :. we do require and hum 


; you be not reſolyed what to doe, yet to provide for our fafery, and giue us the 


fe 


- be, and ought to be drawn out of the booke of God, yet it is 


aring. They would beare men in hand that wee deſpiſe Authority and con- 
remne Lawes,but they ſhamefully Nander us to you, that ſo fay : for it'is her 
Maieſties authority that we flie to, as the ſupreme Governour in all cauſes,and 
over all perſons within her Dominions appointed by Cod , and we flie to the 


Lawes of this Realme, the bonds of all peace and good orders in this Land, 


And we beſeech her Maieſty to haue rhe hearing of this matrer of Gods, and 
to take the defence of it upon her : and to fortifjie it by Law, that it may bee 
received by comnion order throughout her Dominions : for mo the orders 
er Maieſty 

that by het Princely authority ſhou!d ſee every of thele things put in praftiſe, 
and puniſh theſe r $13 nepledt them, making lawes therefore : for the Church 
may keep theſe orders, but never in peace, except the comfortable and bleſſed 
aſſiſtance of the; States and Governours linke in , to ſee them accepted in their 
Countries, and uſed. For otherwiſe the Church may and muſt keepe Gods 
orders, but alwaies in tronble and perſecution, which islike to light upon us, ex- 
cept a reformation of Religion, or 2direQ Proviſo for us be made: for ſure« 
ly onely thisis Gods otder, and ought to be uſed in his Church, fo that in con- 
cience we are forced to fpeake for it, and touſeit, and in conſcience, and itt 
the reverence of God, we are forced to ſpeake as we do of that reformation 


| Which we now uſe, not ſo much for ought eſe, as re ſet out the deformities: 


thereof, that we might thinke upon the amending of them. 

It is ſhewed in the former treatiſes, how we thinke of the time and the per: 
fons, when and by whom it was firſt made and authoriſed: yea/and we know, 
that hitherto the ſtate that now is hath nor been ſufficiently inſtruted in any 
berter then they vie , wherefore we lay the fault where the fault is, vpon the 
Biſhops, and that ſort who are ſo ſoft ſet, and far fed , thatthey thinke they 
Eannot better themſelues by Gods orders,nor for wordly eaſe and pompe, and- 
therefore they neither haue-dealt,nor wil dealſthemſelues, to charige'the courſe; 
nor for vanes I ſee, will ſuffer any other to deale', bur their authoritie and: 
friends ſhal faile them, but they will opprefſe them. They pretend much'that hes 
maieſty is ſore bent againſt vs, and the it is nor- {6 inch their doitp © if that 
were ſo,rhen ſhould themſelues deale for vs to her maieſty, and'ceaſe that courſe 
they have gone. But we know becauſe it moſt roucherh them, they muſt hate vs. 
W herfore we beſeech your godly wiſdoms to hue conſideration of the mater, 

and not to leave vs in their danger,nor in danger of ſuch Inſticeswhich be glat 

to haue a quarrel! to vs tor our conſcience, which'can find notiein our lives, en- 
diting vs, fining vs.&c Now it is thus propounded vnto you; if it ſeeme ſtrange 
and hard to'you (as no doit ro them that re not acquaitited with the"marter- 
it will do, becauſe they re better acquainted with'another courſe) we beſeeris 


ableto write 


| 


a. 


- 
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Ge learted frigh in this realin, There are many wel able to do it, & wil be rea ; " 
to 46 if they wete called vp, andy ſhall Fu have ficient ge, Thelen a | 
be that ſay. It will be troublous to proceed in theſe things by publique aurho- ſwered. 
ritie, and that it cannot be done, I would defire them Gy ſo, to remem- | 
ber how tronblous it is, and will be the while, t6 many good conlciences,and 
how that God cannot but be highly difpleaſed in the meane time , and how 
that he cannot but revenge this trouble, that is raiſed againſt poore men his 
felthfull ſeruants. There are thar fay this order cannot be throughout a realme. | 
We cannot ere& 2 Confiſtorie in every town, we cannor finde in every town 
Faithfull men, & ſome pariſh hath ſmall choiſe' of any kinde of men, Surely 
there would be ſomewhat thought of che vaiting of ſmall pariſhes in one, 
Bur yet there is no pariſh' ſs ſnralf , but if it have need of Chriſt,and to be fa- FO l 
ned; then it hath need of Chriſtes orders. And there is no ſubieRX though | 
in deed it be a raw time for to finde in moſt pariſhes a competent number of | 
faithfull men to deale, or to h:ue skill to, deale in theſe matters, there is no = 
ſubie& I ſay, bur if (making the beſt choiſe )he were choſen as it is direQed : | 
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afore, and a great penaltie vport hit to deale in'it faithfully , but he con!d nor 
chuſe bur deale in it, and that. truſtely and well; ſo' that withall there were 
drawn certaine generall orders , to dire him or them how to deale, and an 
honeſt learned paſtor placed ouer euery flocke. But. ſome ſay itwill be 
hard to finde a preacher ſuch a one as I ſpake of before for euery pariſh,ts 
furniſh the realme any thing like. To this I ſay vic thoſe you haue. Firſt place = 
in manner as afore, all yout Biſhops in benefices, that be of a ſound religion, { 
and you ſhall fnraiſh ſo many benefices as they be in number , for they have _ : 
none, Yet they ſay, ſome of them haue ſome benefices, as I ſaid before to a- 
mend their liuings withall. Beſides , vſe all you haue abrode which be fit for 
ir, and in the Vniuerfities. And ler ſuch exercifes be taken vp, as I haue ſpo- , 
ken of, and let the towardlieſt of thoſe that already have been in benefices, if [ 
they will be contetit ro go to their bookes,& afterward be employed vpon the "44 
miniſterie, let them be ſenrto' the. Vnjverſities,qr ſuch like places, and be pro- 
uided for, by the colledyes , {that rhey {nay proceeds inlearning. And you 
know not the ſtore that God will raiſe you in ſhort time, if you go about this 
odly purpoſe throughly, Take order that thoſe faithfull miniſters which you 
vn. may be placed in the greateſt congregations. And for the Sacraments 
ler thoſe pariſhes, that are yet voprouided , repaire to the pariſhes next adioy- 
ning that are provided of paſtours, that they _ vie the Sacraments as they 
ought, not without the preaching of the word, fo that that they be content to 
be examined and allowed, as in that Church whereto they ſhall reſort, they 
fhall finde it ordered. And in-the meane while, till preachers increaſe to fur. 
niſh the places vnfurniſhed, if ypon conference among the learned, irbe thoughr What prayer 
meer, let to the places vnfurniſhed be appointed ſome diſcrere man for to make: ſhould bee 
ſome entier prayer' publiquely with them for all the Church , this realme, our made. 
Soveraigne, the ſtate, and the particular occaſions of that empoſucs , for Patrons, Pre= 
ſuch prayer ſhould be made. Her maieftie , and other that have ad the gift /enta'ions,m- 
of benefices, are to be deſired ro depart with it, thar it manner as afore, the flitur1ons, 
choiſe of the miniſters may bee free, without all corruption, the miniſter induthons 4 
being ſought and recejued for his fimeſſe onely. For the contrary cannot be now v ed, 4 
continued withour great tirannie exerciſed ouer the Church of Cod,and many muſt cet, _ b 
corruptions necefiarily incident thereupon, HONG I conclude, gar Y | 


Be qut deceiued; God isnot mocked; for whaſeucrs 4 
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pie over thre maybe gbr remorſe of Gods g] as Slory andthe Chitcher goo 0s 
| r we m together, good 
© fes which God hath Baa Pie And we ſhall ll prolly ah god 


all onr hearts. And our rr wagk bg oi God knoweth, hath noworle mea. 


And I beſeech him fo to blefle ourlabour NE EIS ; 


fe that though our finnes (11 faagweke rn of is 
ardoning vs, we may ene more and more 
P day ET wi 
mto 


* ment and ftirred to embrace godlineſle e , that wo 
Church,we may keepe him our Ls God and Father, an be 
be his obedient ſeruants and ſonnes here to ſeruce him, TIE to -o 7 whe 
wih him, ' that crowne purchaſed and promiſed _yato vs of his owne- 
> preat vnſpeakeable mercies in Chriſt Sonne- our deare  Saui« 


bis 


Ef: our , 0% to praiſe and magnific him in that eternall blg{- 
| ſednefſe and. glory , being God moſt high and 
vnſearchabſe in his wiſedom and"iud 


ents, | - 
To whom bell praiſe, power, and do. 
> minien aſcrigs and yeelded as ig . 
right , due now. and 
. for euer, So bet 't, | 
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man ſow: th, that sbaf be alſo reape. 
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